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Swedish minister visits Orient House 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (API — Despite a standing prates: bv 
lanid, ihc foreign minister of Sweden met with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) top Jerusalem official Saturday ut 
the organisation’s, headquarters in East Jerusalem. Swedish 
I Foreign Minster Lena Hjclm Wallen ignored Israeli protests 
saying the policy of her country on the subject had already been 
made dear. She did. however, wait until after concluding her 
official visit as a guest of Israel on Thursday before conducting the 
East Jerusalem meeting. European and Arab leaders have angered 
ihc Israeli government by holding such meetings at Lhe Orient 
House- "The Swedish government has a dear position regarding 
Jerusalem." Mrs. Wallen u-as quoted in a statement issued 
Saturday from the Orient House. Mrs. Wallen met there with 
Faisal Husseini. who is in charge of Jerusalem affairs for the 
Palestinian self-rule government m the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
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Fresh unrest, arrests in Bahrain 

MANAMA (Rl — Bahrain said it had arrested an undisclosed 
number of people accused of fresh arson arracks in several Shiite 
Muslim villages. An interior ministry official, quoted bv the Gulf 
news agency late Friday night, said protesters had set fire to five 
power transformers, four power pylons, three private cars and a 
tailor's shop. "Security forces look all necessary steps to ensure 
security arrangements in these areas and starred investigations to 
round up the perpetrators and bring them to justice." he said. 
They have also foiled an attempt to set a house in Ma'amir 
i village I ablaze and arrested the perpetrators." he added. The 
official did not say how many people were arrested but the 
ministry said earlier this month it was holding around AXl people in 
connection with anti -government unrest Eight opposition leaders 
ate among those detained, including Sheikh Abdul Amir Al Jamri. 
a former member of parliament. Ahm;id Al Shamian. a prominent 
Sunni lawyer, poet and writer was also arrested on Tuesday. . 
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Kabariti receives 
Bahraini greetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti on Saturday re- 
ceived Bahrain's Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Mohammad 
Ben Seif Al Musallam. who 
delivered to him a message of 
congratulations from 
Bahraini Prime Minister 
Sheikh Khalifah Ben Salman 
Al Khalifah on being 
appointed prime minister. 
Sheikh Khalifah wished Mr. 
Kabariti continued good 
health and happiness and the 
Jordanian people further 
progress and prosperity. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Civil 
servants will receive their 
salaries for the month of 
February within the coming 
few days. Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Finance 
Suleiman Hafez Saturday 
announced. Mr. Hafez said 
the government will pay civil 
servants their salaries before 
the start of the 'Eid "Al Fitr. 
the feast marking the end of 
the month of Ramadan, to 
enable them to prepare for 
the feast. 

Mubarak in Jeddah 

RIYADH (AFP) — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak arrived in Saudi Arabia 
for a one-day visit to make a 
mini pilgrimage and meet 
officials, the official Saudi 
news agency (SPA) said. Mr. 
Mubarak was welcomed by 
several Saudi leaders includ- 
ing Foreign Minister Saud Al 
Faisal as he arrived at Jeddah 
airport. He will perform the 
"lesser pilgrimage" or 
• omra" to the Islamic hoiy 
city of Mecca and “meet with 

DRW iRi fc Saudi officia *s." Egyptian 
u . , sources said earlier without 
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providing details. 

70 Sudanese jailed 
in Saudi Arabia 

DUBAI (AFP) — More than 
70 Sudanese have been de- 
tained in Saudi Arabia for 
setting up a unit of Sudan's 
ruling party the Islamic 
Front, a Sudanese diplomat 
in the Gulf said Saturday. 
"Seventy to SO Sudanese 
workers were arrested for 
having formed in Saudi Ara- 
bia a cell of the Islamic 
Front," the diplomat said, 
who requested anonymity, 
raid AFP. According to the 
diplomat, the Sudanese col- 
lected money for the Islamic 
Front and were arrested in 
recent days in Riyadh and the 
western Saudi city of Jeddah. 
"They were arrsted for the 
needs* of rhe investigation, 
and the Saudi authorities 
want to know the exact na- 
ture of their activities," 
according to the diplomat, 
who added rhar "no charges 
have yet to be filed against 
them.” There is no time limit 
for holding people in custody 
in Saudi Arabia. The families 
of the Sudanese can visit 
them in prison, according to 
the diplomat, who said this 
indicated that "the affair is 
not serious." 

China hopes for success 
in Iraq oil talks - 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
Chinese ambassador to Bagh- 
dad said that China hoped for 
a positive outcome from the 
oil-for-food talks between the 
United Nations and Iraq, an 
official newspaper said Satur- 
day. "China is closely follow- 
ing these negotiations and 
hopes they achieve positive 
results," Sun Bi Gan. the 
Chinese ambassador to Iraq, 
raid the government news- 
paper Al Jumhouriya. The 
ambassador said China was 
“considering lhe efforts made 
by Iraq** to reach a "final 
lifting of the embargo and 
end the suffering of the Iraqi 
people,” according to the 
newspaper. China is one of 
the five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council. 
Along with France and Rus- 
sia. it has expressed suppon 
for a lifting of the economic 
insist 11 embargo imposed on Iraq for 
, ihVrf'i its August J990 invasion of 
«nel V* Kuwait, but run into stiff 
opposition from the United 
States and Britain. 

;po" J - 


COK 

i 

,«l , 

; i° Ns| S 

rs.* 

s of 

raliaP^ 

; RRA 1 

!our^ s 4 
1 11 
with 

co*'V; 

e fi^.V 

I'. 

*■5* 

■ d > ^ 
AU ? ' irJ 

CO*?. ;t |H* 


OP) f; 


King's Saudi visit seen 
as yet another reflection 
of Jordan's central role 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein's visit to Saudi 
Arabia today is dimed at 
cementing continuous efforts 
by Jordan to restore Arab 
unity and formulate a unified 
Islamic position on i he chal- 
lenges facing the region. 

According to a senior Joica- 
Rian source, the visit come*, 
within the context of con- 
tinued Jordanian moves and 
the talks His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan has 
held with the leaders of Tur- 
key and more recently 
Morocco are part of the cen- 
tral role that Jordan is assum- 
ing in the region. 

The comment by the 
source, who preferred anony- 
mity, appeared to be aimed 
.at reaffirming the Jordanian 
position amid lingering asser- 
tions that the role assumed by 
the Kingdom was far more 
significant than its physical 
size in the region. 

Jordan has rejected such 
assertions, pointing out that 
the size of u country or its 
population strength has never 
figured high in its political 
strength in terms of interna- 


Kabariti and Parliament 
members in delegation 


THE DELEGATION that 
will accompany His Majesty 
King Hussein on his visit to 
Saudi Arabia today will in- 
clude Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kbasuw- 
nch. Post and Telecom- 
munications Minister Jamal 
Saraireh and Minister of 


Slate for Foreign Affairs 
K haled Madudha as well as 
parliamentary team includ- 
ing Upper House of Parlia- 
ment members Abdul Lalif 
Arabiyat and Ghaith 
Shbellai and Lower House 
members Hamzch Man- 
sour, Abdul Majid Aqtash, 
Hutem Ghzawi and Anwar 
Hadld. 


lional diplomacy and the key 
role it could play as an in- 
fluential force in shaping the 
region where it exists. 

The source said the Jorda- 
nian contacts on the regional 
and Arab level "crystallise 
clearly Jordan's central role 
in the region and confirm the 
Arab pivot from which Jor- 
dan's Middle Eastern outlook 
emanates." 

Jordan's priorities at this' 
point in time amid the fast- 
moving changes in the region 
are the "crucial issues of the 
final status of Jerusalem, the 
water crisis (in the Middle 


East as a whole), the situa- 
tion in Iraq and regional 
cooperation." said the 
source. 

King Hussein's talks with 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
today "finally dispel the mis- 
conceptions that have pla- 
gued the relations between 
the two fraternal countries 
since the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait,” said the source, re- 
ferring to the Saudi percep- 
tion in 1990 that Jordan had 
supported the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. 

The talks between the 
Jordanian and Saudi 


monurchs, the source said, 
"will highlight the common 
concern felt by two leaders 
regarding the endless suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people as well 
as the need to maintain the 
territorial unity and integrity 
of Iraq.” 

The source noted that both 
King Hussein and King Fahd 
"have expressed, over a long 
period of lime, the necessity 
of a united Arab and Islamic 
position in order to preserve 
the universally inclusive char- 
acter of Jerusalem." 

Also within the context of 
Jordan's regional role was the 
focus of the recent visit paid 
by Crown Prince Hassan to 
Turkey and the talks he held 
with Turkish President Sulei- 
man Demirel. said the 
source, who described the 
Crown Prince's efforts as 
complementing those of King 
Hussein. 

He said the Crown Prince 
discussed with President De- 
mirel “the need of holding a 
water conference in the re- 
gion and expressed Jordan's 
willingness to host such a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan not involved in any effort 
to topple Iraqi regime - Muasher 


By Sa’eda Ktiani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Saturday denied that it was 
involved in efforts to topple 
the Iraqi regime but express- 
ed hopes that relations with 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait will 
improve. 

“Jordan does not have any 
plans to topple any of the 
regimes in the region. What 
is of interest to us is the unity 
of Iraq and alleviating the 
suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple," Marwan Muasher, 
minister of information, told 
reporters after a Cabinet 
meeting. 

“We have always insisted 
on and called for the unity of 
Iraq." added Dr. Muasher. 
He was replying to a question 
on statements made by U.S. 
‘Defence Secretary William 
Perry that the U.S. was 
cooperating with Jordan and 
other Mideastem countries in 


the region to topple the Iraqi 
regime. 

Dr. Muasher said Jordan 
pins great hope on His 
Majesty King Hussein's visit 
to Saudi Arabia today and 
expressed hopes that rela- 
tions between Jordan and 
Kuwait will also see progress. 

"This visit crowns con- 
tinuous efforts to improve 
relations" since ties were 
strained by the Gulf crisis in 
1991, Dr. Muasher said. "It is 
high lime that cooperation be 
enhanced." 
hanced." 

The King is expected to 
meet with King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia in Mecca. The King 
will also visit Egypt at rhe end 
of next week, the minister 
said. 

Dr. Muasher said Jordan 
hopes that undergoing con- 
tacts with Kuwait will be fruit- 
ful in improving ties between 
the two countries. 

"We don’t want to jump 
into conclusions. But there 


are contacts and there are 
messages.” he said. 

The minister also 
announced that the Cabinet 
on Saturday derided on the 
formation of four ministerial 
committees. They are: The 
judiciary committee headed 
by Minister of Justice Abdul 
Karim Dughmi, the Develop- 
ment Committee headed by 
Minister of Higher Education 
Abdullah Nsour, the Public 
Affairs Committee headed by 
Minister of Interior Awad 
Khleifat, and Inspection and 
Control Committee headed 
by Minister of Construction 
.and Public Works Abdul 
Hadi Majali. 

“The control committee is 
a new one. It is formed in line 
with the government's policy 
of fighting corruption,” Dr. 
Muasher said. 

Kabariti urges 2-month re- 
serves of fuel; Premier 
pledges cooperation with Sen- 
ate, page 3 


Syria, Iraq seek united stand 
in water dispute with Turkey 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Iraqi and Syrian experts be- 
gan ground-breaking talks 
here on Saturday aimed at 
hammering out a joint stand 
in a dispute with Turkey over 
the precious waters of the 
Euphrates River. 

The five days of talks be- 
tween the rwo long-time 
Arab rivals were to "coordin- 
ate the positions on Iraq and 
Syria over the waters of the 
Euphrates and the Tigris." 
the head of the Iraqi delega- 
tion. Abdul Sattar Salman 
Hussein, told AFP. 

"We will look at the tech- 
nical aspects as well as the 
issue of the pollution of the 
Euphrates' waters." he said, 
before going into talks which 
gathered officials and experts 
from the two foreign and 
irrigation ministries. 

•This is a technical meet- 
ing, which is part of the bi- 
lateral meetings on common 
waters.” added Syrian de- 
legation member and water 
expert Abdul Aziz Al Masri. 

The meeting came after 
Iraqi overtures io Syria, even 
(hough the two broke di- 
plomatic lies in 19KH and are 
governed by rival branches of 
the Baath Party. 

Both countries have ac- 


cused Turkey, where, the 
Euphrates rises, of meddling 
with the waters and ignoring 
their needs. The two suffer 
from hor. dry summers and 
the river waters are vitat for 
irrigating crops. 

A main bone of contention 
is a $30 billion Turkish pro- 
ject. known as GAP, to build 
22 dams and 19 hydroelectric 
power stations along the river 
in southeast Anatolia. 

Syria and Iraq have both 
voiced concern at the project 
saying it would cut the flow of 
waters into their territory. 
Iraq has charged that since 
the Aiaturk dam was com- 
pleted in 1992 the river's flow 
has dropped by half. 

Damascus also sent a 
memorandum to the Arab 
League in December conde- 
mning the "negative effects 
on the environment' and 
health in Syria because of the 
salinity of drainage waters" 
discharged into the Eup- 
hrates. 

The two countries want to 
set up a system of quotas for 
a fair sharing of the waters, 
worked out according to (heir 
needs. 

Ankara has said it would 
agree to a meeting of foreign 
ministers to discuss the river 


once a new government has 
been set up in Turkey. 

Under a protocol signed in 
1987. Turkey has to ensure a 
flow of 500 cubic metres per 
second into Syria, which then 
supplies 5S per cent of this 
water to Iraq. 

The 2.800 kilometre-long 
river flows into Syria after 
rising in Turkey, and then 
travels into Iraq. The Tigris, 
which also rises in Turkey, is 
further to the east and flows 
solely into Iraq. The two 
rivers then join in southern 
Iraq to form the Shatt-AI 
Arab. 

"The meeting by itself is a 
sign of some kind of better 
climate in Syrian-Iraqi lies 
but I do not expect any radic- 
al policy change in relations 
at present." said one 
Damascus-based Arab diplo- 
mat. 

Syria backed Iran in its 
eight-year-old war with Iraq 
which ended in 1988 and 
joined a U.S.-led multina- 
tional coalition. Which drove 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait in 
1991. 

Munib Al Rifat, head of 
the legal department at the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Likud 
ready 
to accept 
May 28 
elections 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's 
main opposition Likud party 
said on Saturday it could 
accept a May 28 date for 
early elections, smoothing 
the way for Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres' expected 
announcement next week 
calling an early poll. ' 

Likud parliamentary fac- 
tion head Moshe Katsay. 
asked by Israel's army radio 
in a joint interview with his 
Labour counterpart if Likud 
would accept May 28 elec- 
tions. said: "Certainly, yes.” 

Diplomatic sources ‘ said 
this week that Mr. Peres, 
leading in opinion polls since 
the November assassination 
of his predecessor Yitzhak 
Rabin by a right-wing Jew, 
had told visiting U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher he wanted elections on 
May 28. This would bring the 
date forward from October. 

It is customary for the rul- 
ing party, in this case Labour, 
to consult all other factions 
on the election date, which 
must be set by legislation. 

Labour, its coalition part- 
ner Meretz and two small 
Arab-dominated parties that 
suppon the government from 
outside command 61 votes in 
the 120-seat parliament to 53 
for Likud and its supporters. 
The orthodox Jewish Shas 
Party holds six seats and has 
variously aligned with 
Labour and Likud when it 
chose. 

But before Labour can ex- 
ercise its slim majority, a bill 
on early elections has to pass 
parliamentary hurdles like 
the law committee where 
Likud, if it chose, could try 
.delaying tactics. 

Mr. Peres has said publicly 
he would announce his deci- 
sion next week. It is widely 
expected he will do so on 
Sunday. Mr. Katsav empha- 
sised that his party would 
make a formal decision only 
after Mr. Peres had made his 
announcement. 

Some in Israel have sug- 
gested that during the cam- 
paign (he pace of peace talks 
with Syria, which picked up 
after Mr. Rabin's killing, 
could slow. Four years of 
talks have stalled over an 

(Continued on page 7) 
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A building al Canary Wharf in London’s East 
End stands without windows following a bomb 
attack Friday evening which ripped through 


the office district injuring some 100 people 
(Reuter photo) 


Major, Bruton demand IRA 
denounce violence after blast 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister John Major 
and his Irish counterpart 
John Bruton Saturday im- 
plored the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) to renounce vio- 
lencejas the dust settled from 
an IRA carbomb in London 
that ended a 17-month truce 
and plunged Northern Ire- 
land back into political chaos. 

"The IRA and Sinn Fein 
(the IRA’s political wing) 
must say now that their cam- 
paign of violence has slopped 
and they will never resume it 
again.” the British premier 
said in a statement 20 hours 
after the bomb that killed one 
person and injured more than 
100. 

The Irish government’s call 
for (he reinstatement of the 
ceasefire came after a day of 
cabinet-level meetings. 

Mr. Major vowed to "carry 
on the search for peace w-ith 
rhe Irish government and the 
democratic political parties.” 

Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams, who claimed he had- 
no prior knowledge of the 
Friday night bomb, earlier 
Saturday had called for “ur- 
gent talks” with Britain and 
Ireland. 

Mr. Major's office said the 
request was “under consid- 
eration." 

Dublin said it would not 
meet Mr. Adams — who has 


refused ro condemn rhe 
bombing — until the cease- 
fire was reinstated. 

Political leaders in 
Washington. London, Belfast 
and Dublin reeled in shock 
Saturday and appealed for 
calm after rhe carbomb. 
which followed by one hour 
an IRA announcement that 
its ceasefire was over. 

Mr. Bruton and Mr. Major 
both conferred by phone with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
overnight. 

In Washington. Mr. Clin- 
ton. a major behind-the- 
scenes player in the peace 
process, seemed shattered at 
news of the bombing. 

He said he was "deeply 
concerned" over the end of 
the IRA ceasefire, which he 
had lauded during his historic 
pre-Christmas visit to North- 
ern Ireland last year. 

"This attack was aimed at 
rhe growing prospects for 
peace, a just and lasting 
peace in Northern Ireland." 
said Mr. Clinton, who told 
reporters he was "deeply 
concerned" about the abrupt 
end to the ceasefire. 

A bomb in an underground 
parking garage on Friday 
night devastated a London 
office and apartment com- 
plex and shattered a ceasefire 
the IRA said it would not 
loneer honour. 


Noring rhe groundswell of 
support for a permanent' 
peace that he encountered in 
December when he became 
the first American president 
to visit Northern Ireland. Mr. 
Clinton said the chance for 
peace must not be allowed to 
die. 

“We must not turn away 
from that path now.” he said. 
“I know that the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the people of 
Nonhem Ireland. Catholic 
and Protestant alike, want to 
stay on ihe path to peace.” 

Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring, on a plane over the 
Atlantic returning from 
Washington when the bomb 
went off. arrived back in 
Dublin in a dark mood. 

The attack, he said, raised 
questions about Adams' au- 
thority in the nationalist 
movement. 

In Belfast. Seamus Matton. 
deputy head of the moderate 
Catholic Social Democratic 
and Labour Party, said the 
bombing posed a stark choice 
between a return to violence 
and a continued painstaking 
search for peace. 

But David Trimble, head 
of the main pro-British party, 
the Ulster Unionist Party-, 
said. "I think we have ro take 
it that Mr. Gerry Adams and 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S.: Russia still backs Iraq sanctions 


HELSINKI (R> — Russia 
has told U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher it 
will support continued sanc- 
tions on Iraq, despite a re- 
ported new oil deal between 
Moscow and Baghdad. L'.S. 
officials said on Saturday. 

Mr. Christopher, after 
talks with the new Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov, told reporters: 
"My understanding i*. that 
that (oil) contract ... is expli- 
citly contingent on Iraq satis- 
fying the U.N. resolutions 
and being out from under the 
oil sanctions." 

U.S. officials said Mr. Pri- 
makov did not specifically 
confirm the deal with Iraq, 
which was reported on Thurs- 
day by Iraq's official A I 
Qadissiya newspaper and 
which some sources said was 
worth S 10 billion. 

But State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns 


said when Mr. Christopher 
raised the topic. Mr. Prima- 
kov "agreed sanctions should 
he maintained on Iraq be- 
cause ... the Iraqis have che- 
ated on issues (U.N. investi- 
gators) are looking into." 

Mr. Primakov himself re- 
fused to answer a question 
about Iraq during a news 
conference with Mr. Christ- 
opher. An Arab specialist, he 
has close ties to Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and 
tried during the runup to the 
1991 Gulf war to uvgid a 
military clash between Bagh- 
dad and a U.S.-led interna- 
tional coalition. 

Mr. Christopher said Mr. 
Primakov "emphasised that 
he's going to be relying very 
heavily on Mr. (Rolf) Ekeus 
(head of the U.N. investiga- 
tive team on Iraq) and the 
Ekeus reports and until there 
is full compliance on the mass 
destruction issue ... Russia 


would not be proceeding to 
support a lifting of the' oil 
sanctions." 

“If there is such an agree- 
ment (between Russia and 
Iraq ) it certainly is contingent 
on lifting the oil sanctions," 
Mr. Christopher said. Mr. 
Burns added: "The Russians 
made very clear this is a deal 
for the future.” 

But Mr. Burns said the 
United Slates and Russia 
continued to disagree over 
just when sanctions' should be 
lifted. 

"Moscow believes Iraq 
must only, meet U.N. de- 
mands to destroy its weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Washington insists Iraq ful- 
fil other U.N. resolutions, as 
well, including stopping its 
repression of its minorities, 
and releasing some 660 ' 
Kuwaitis who disappeared 
during the Gulf crisis. 
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Home & Middle East News 


Carbomb kills 6 in Algeria; 
FIS disowns Haddam call 


PARIS (R) — A carbomb 
exploded outside a police sta- 
tion in Algeria this week, 
killing at least six people and 
wounding 30 others, an Alge- 
rian newspaper said on Satur- 
day. 

The bomb went off on 
Thursday outside a police sta- 
tion at Miliana town. 110 
kilometres southeast of 
Algiers, the French-language 
daily Liberte said. 

There was no reported 
claim of the bomb attack, the 
latest in a string of bombings 
blamed by the authorities on 
guerrillas staging a four-year- 
old violent campaign against 
the military-backed govern- 
ment. 

A carbomb exploded out- 
side a hospital on Monday, 
killing five people and 
wounding 22 others in ‘Ain 
Bessam. 90 kilometres of the 
Algiers. 

The reported escalation of 
violence this week coincided 
with an apparent rift between 
exiled Islamist leaders on 
ways to stan a dialogue with 
the authorities to resolve the 


cnsis. 

The mainstream leadership 
of the country's banned Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) in 
exile -disowned on Friday a 
peace initiative by the head 
of the party's elected parlia- 
mentarians. Anwar Haddam. 

Mr. Haddam. who has 
headed a FIS office in 
Washington since the Alge- 
rian authorities cancelled' - a 
general election in 1992. 
announced in Stockholm on 
Thursday that he and two 
other FIS officials would 
travel to Algeria to meet 
jailed Muslim leaders. 


But the mainstream FIS 
leadership, headed by 
German-based Rabah Kebir. 
said in a statement: “Mr. 
Anwar Haddam does not 
represent anyone and has 
no... political influence inside 
or outside the country. His 
positions and statements re- 
flect only his personal 
views." 

The FIS leadership 
ascribed Mr. Haddam's in- 
itiative to “personal ambi- 
tion" but reaffirmed its own 
willingness to achieve a 
negotiated political solution 
on the basis of letters sent by 
the imprisoned leaders to 
President Lamine Zeroual. 

An estimated 40 .000 peo- 
ple have been killed so far in 
Algeria's civil strife. Mr. 
Zeroual. who won the coun- 
try's first plural presidential 
elections, pledged dialogue 
with opposition parties and 
clemency for grass-roots 
guerrillas but vowed to 
squash the fundamentalist re- 
bels. 

Mr. Haddam said he plan- 
ned to travel to Algiers with 
exiled FIS leaders Sheikh 
Ahmad Zaoui and Rashid 
Cherif. All three have been 
regarded as close to the radic- 
al Islamic Armed Group 
(GIA), a hardline breakaway 
movement from the FIS. 

He declined to say when 
the group would travel but 
called on Algiers to ensure 
that the delegation could 
meet FIS President Abbas 
Madani and FIS Vice- 
President Ali Be I had j “to dis- 
cuss the implementation of 
(measures) that must precede 
true negotiations." 

In the most detailed 


account of the organisation's 
leadership structure, the 
statement listed four institu- 
tions which it said were emp- 
owered to represent FIS poli- 
cy: 

— Jailed leaders Madani. 
Belhadj and Abdul Rader 
Haehani. 

— Released leaders Ali 
Djeddi. Abdul Kadet 
Bouhamkham. Kamek 
Guemmazi and Abdul Kader 
Omar. 

— The command of the 
Islamic Salvation Army led 
by Madani Mezerag. 

— The FIS executive in 
exile led by Mr. Kebir. 

French officials say they 
believe Mr. Zeroiial's entour- 
age are holding contacts with 
the jailed FIS leaders, with a 
view to staging parliamentary 
elections later this year. 

• This week's public row 
among Islamic leaders was a 
strange reversal of the situa- 
tion after Mr. Zeroual won 
the presidential election 
boycotted by the Islamic 
opposition last November. 

At that time. Mr. Kebir 
called Mr. Zeroual's election 
legitimate and offered to 
negotiate with him. while Mr. 
Haddam called the poll a 
fraud and denounced any 
talks with the “military jun- 
ta." 

Mr. Zeroual pledged to 
continue seeking dialogue 
with the opposition to try to 
end the violence after win- 
ning a big majority on an 
impressive turnout in 
•November. 

But he has taken only timid 
steps, appointing a handful of 
moderate Islamic figures to a 
government of technocrats. 


Two Afghan murder convicts 
'executed’ by victims' fathers 


KHOST. Afghanistan 
(Agencies) — Two Afghans 
convicted by an Islamic court 


of murder were publicly shot 
here by the fathers of their 
victims, the first such execu- 
tions on territory controlled 
by the Taliban Islamic mili- 
tia. 

With some 15.000 watch- 
ing. two aged men. fathers of 
the two murder victims, car- 
ried out the sentence with 
AK-47 rifles after rejecting 
appeals for forgiveness. 

Taliban security guards 
brought the two condemned 
Afghans — Dur Mohammad. 
27. and Mohammad Allah. 
28 — to the execution ground 
in this dusty town before the 
Friday prayers. 

Blindfolded, with their 
hands and feet tied, the pair 
lav slumped on the ground 
while an official read out the 
verdict passed this week by a 
court presided by the Taliban 
chief judge. Maulana Ilyas. 

Dur Mohammad, con- 
victed for the slaying of his 
cousin Gul Mohammad two 
years ago. shouted for mercy, 
but his uncle. Shireen 
Mohammad, apparently un- 
moved. trained a Kalashink- 
ov and fired a deadlv burst. 

“It is my right to cfo this." 
said the uncle. “It was a fair 
trial and 1 want justice." 

He aimed his automatic 
rifle at Dur Mohammad and 
fired more than a dozens 
bullets. When Dur Moham- 
mad moved slightly, the un- 
cle led loose another burst of 
fire. 

Dur Mohammad's body 
slumped to the ground. 

Some interpretations of 
Islamic law dictate that ex- 
ecutions for murder musr be 
carried out by the victim’s 
relatives. 

After hts blood-stained 
bodv was removed in an 


ambulance, the other convict 
was similarly gunned down. 

He remained silent 
throughout, making no mer- 
cy appeal to his executioner. 
Faizullah. a former Pakistan 
army junior commissioned 
officer, whose son Sardar 
Khan, a taxi driver, was kid- 
napped and killed in Januarv 
1995. 


Kabul Radio, monitored in 
Islamabad, said government 
planes bombed Taliban posi- 
tions south of the Afghan 
capital after the rocket strike, 
inflicting an undetermined 
number of casualties. 


“It was very quick." said 
Aman Qazi, who watched the 
killings. “It took maybe half 
an hour for both." 

Before the executions, 
court officials appealed over 
a microphone to the fathers 
to accept pardon under the 
Islamic law, providing for 
payment of blood-money. 
Both turned down the plea 
saying they wanted revenge. 


The Pakistan-based 
Afghan Islamic Press Agency 
said earlier that two rockets 
hit the area of the Defence 
Ministry in central Kabul and 
two landed m the diplomatic 
suburbs of Wazir Akbar 
Khan but failed to explode. 

The agency also said at 
least two Taliban fighters 
were killed and five wounded 
in frontline clashes south of 
Kabul. 


The Taliban chief justice 
said the two were convicted 
after a fair trial and confes- 
sions and that "we are satis- 
fied with the decision." 


“We will strictly imple- 
ment Islamic penalties to 
wipe out crime and establish 
peace and order in Afghanis- 
tan.’ Mr. Maulana Ilyas said, 
adding that “thieves will have 
their hands amputated and 
adultery will be punished 
with stoning to death." 


The Taliban, who emerged 
from Koranic schools in late 
1994. now control half of 
Afghanistan. They laid a 
siege to Kabul four months 
ago and have vowed to en- 
force Islamic Sharia law 
throughout the country. 


Hezb-e-Islami leader Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar arrived in 
Islamabad on Saturday to 
meet heads of three other 
factions in an anti-Rabbani 
alliance known as the Sup- 
reme Coordination Council, 
Pakistan's official news agen- 
cy APP reported. 

It said Mr. Hekmatyar 
would meet Gen. Abdul 
Rashid Dostum of the 
Junbish-e-Milli party. Sib- 
ghatuilah Mojadedi of the 
National Liberation Front 
and Ustad Muhaqiq of the 
Shiite Muslim Hezb-e- 
Wahdat faction led by Karim 
KhaJili. 


Rocket attack kills 6 


Six people were killed and 
six wounded by rockets fired 
into Kabul by the Taliban on 
Friday, government- 
controlled radio reported. 


APP quoted an unnamed 
Afghan opposition leader as 
saying the aim was to agree 
on a joint approach to va- 
rious peace proposals made 
by Mr. Rabbani's govern- 
ment and to a solution prop- 
osed by U.N. special envoy 
Mahmoud Mestiri. 

Mr. Rabbani has stated his 
readiness to step down, but 
there has been no agreement 
on how to form an interim 
authority and a security force 
to replace his administration. 


| Perry says U.S. will increase 
its military presence in Gulf 


MACDILL AIR FORCE 
BASE (R) — The United 
States plans to increase its 
military presence in the Mid- 
dle East to counter the 
“growing threat" from Iraq 
and Iran, U.S. Defence 
Secretary of State William 
Perry said on Friday. 

During a visit to U.S. Cen- 
tral Command headquarters 
at Macdill Air Force base in 
Tampa, Mr. Perry called Iraq 
and Iran "the biggest threats 
to stability in the. Middle 
East." 

He said he had received 
recommendations from the 
Central Command comman- 
der to build a U.S. presence 
and to increase the preposi- 
tioning of U.S. troops and 
supplies to ease U.S. access 
to the region. 

“I expect to act on a good 
many of these recommenda- 
tions when I get back to 
Washington,” Mr. , Perry 


said. He gave no specifics on 
troop strength or move- 
ments. Central command 
oversees U.S. military action 
in the region. 

Mr. Perry said there was 
no immediate threat from 
either Iran or Iraq but that he 
is worried “over the long 
term about both nations mak- 
ing further advancements in 
nuclear, chemical and biolo-* 
gical weapons and the ability 
to delivery them." 

On Bosnia, Mr. Perry said 
he believes that the Dayton 
accord wilt stand but added, 
“ail three signatories must 
comply with the agreement. 
As we come to potholes in 
the road, as we have in the 
last day or two, we will ride 
over those potholes and over- 
come those problems.” 

Mr. Perry said he looks 
forward to the U.S. military 
having a more traditional re- 
lationship with Haiti once 


Group urges Israel to release 
Palestinian women detainees 


AMMAN (J.T.J — In the 
current euphoric atmosphere 
of Palestinian-lsraeli rela- 
tions in the wake of the “Oslo 
Two” agreement, Israeli 
troop withdrawal from West 
Bank population centres, and 
Palestinian democratic elec- 
tions. the fate of one small 
group of individuals has been 
overlooked. They are the 29 
women political prisoners 
still being held in Israel, the 
London-based Cannal for the 
Advancement of Arab- 
British Understanding 
(CAABU) noted in a press 
release. 

One of the stipulations of 
the second Oslo agreement' of 
October 1995 was that all 
Palestinian female prisoners 
and detainees would be re- 
leased as pan of the first 
group of pardoned prisoners. 
The first release took place 
on Oct. 8. but five of the 


terms of the agreement. 

On Jan. JO. the 29 women 
— who remain in Hasharon 
prison — barricaded them- 
selves into two cells. They 
demand that ail of them with- 
out exception should be re- 
leased. 

Conditions inside (he two 
small cells, as one might im- 
agine. are cramped and in- 
creasingly uncomfortable. 
The women have refused to 
come out — for exercise or 
any other reason — and have 
refused to open the door to 
receive their meals. The pris- 
on authorities will not allow 
lawyers or other visitors to 
approach the cells so it is 
impossible to ascertain the 
exact state of the women's 
health. Bur it is safe to 
assume that, after three 
weeks of hunger strike, their 
situation must be close to 


women prisoners were re- 
fused pardon — one by the 
president and four by a high- 
ranking military officer. As a 
result, the women who were 
to be released refused the 
pardon because it failed to 
include all female prisoners 
and therefore violated the 


crisis point. 

It is essential that the 
Israelis — in line with the 
spirit of peace and improved 
relations — be pressed to 
honour the agreement signed 
by their leaders and release 
all the Palestinian women 
.prisoners without friither de- 
lay. 


New Egyptian law designed to 
curb lawsuits against artists 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will 
consider a new law aimed at 
curbing rampant lawsuits 
against intellectuals which 
rights groups say Islamic fun- 
damentalists use to suppress 
freedom of expression, news- 
papers said on Saturday. 

The justice ministry is pre- 
paring the law which controls 
“direct claim" suits to “pre- 
vent their misuse in terroris- 
ing intellectuals" and “punish 
those who file false suits." 
the government daily A1 
Akhbar said. 

Direct claims bypass pro- 
secutors. allowing plaintiffs 
to take artists, writers and 
journalists directly to court 
for their works. 

The law being prepared 
would forbid "direct claims 
for crimes involving pub- 
lishing" unless filed through 
public prosecutors, who 
would then consider whether 
to pursue them, the paper 
said. 

It would also set punish- 
ment “for those who misuse 
direct claims by charging 
them whh perjuTy if the inno- 
cence of the defendant is 
proven." it said. 

The law also frees public 
prosecutors to raise suit “ro 
protect society, its values and 


honour in the case of crimes 
of adultery and licentious 
acts." the paper said. 

About 50 intellectuals and 
artists were taken to court in 
1995 using direct claim, the 
Centre for Human Rights 
Legal Aid (CHRLA) said in 
a report on Wednesday. 


Most prominent is the case 
against the Egyptian actress 
Yusra. who fundamentalist 
lawyers took to court on a 
morals charge after she 
appeared on a magazine cov- 
er in a revealing bodice. 

Direct claim is one of two 
tools Islamist lawyers have 
used to silence writers and 
intellectuals with accusations 
of apostasy and offending 
Islam. CHRLA said. 

Similar legislation passed 
in January put public pro- 
secutors in charge of the 
second tool, the Islamic law 
concept of “hesba." which 
allows any Muslim to raise 
suit to “protect Islam." 


Lawyers had used hesba to 
win a court case last July 
declaring university professor 
Nasser Abu Zeid a heretic 
and ordering his divorce from 
his wife on the grounds that a 
Muslim cannot be married to 
an apostare. 


peacekeepers leave in mid- 
March. 

"U.S. troops will be in- 
volved in road repair, bridge 
building, and improving utili- 
ties that will be very useful to 
the Haitians,” Mr. Perry 
said. 

In Tehran, Louis Far- 
rakhan. the black American 
Muslim leader, on Saturday 
ridiculed covert operations 
planned by the United States 
against Iran, saying his coun- 
try would never defeat a 
“divinely-inspired" govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Farrakhan. who ar- 
rived Saturday to take part in 
a ceremony marking the I7th 
anniversary of the 1979 Isla- 
mic revolution on Sunday, 
praised Iran as the world’s 
“only religious country gov- 
erned by the law of God." 

“The United States cannot 


(Continued on page 7) 


Manila 
calls for 
Ramadan 


amnesty 
for maid 


inUAE 


DUBAI (AFP) — The Phi- 
lippine embassy on Saturday 
said it has urged the United 
Arab Emirates to release Fili- 
pina said Sarah Balabagan. 
jailed for killing her em- 
ployer. in an amnesty to 
mark the end of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 


“Ambassador Roy Seneres 
last week reiterated a 
clemency appeal for Filipino 
prisoners, mentioning Sarah 
in particular, on the occasion 
of Eid Al Fitr. Labom 
Attache Danilo Cruz told 
AFP. 

“We are hopeful,” he 
added- 

The ‘Eid Al Fitr feast, 
which marks the end of the. 
festing month of Ramadan, 
will begin this year on Feb. 19 
of 20. 


? The foreign department in 
Manila on Thursday said Ms. 


Manila on Thursday said Ms. 
Balabagan. herself a Muslim, 
has been already whipped 
100 times as punishment for 
killing her employer, receiv- 
ing 20 lashings a day for five 
days from Jan. 20. 


A diplomatic row between 
the Philippines and the UAE 
was 'narrowly averted in 
October last year after UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan Al Nahyan convinced 
the family of Ms. Baiabagan's 
employer, Mohammad Al 
Balushi. to drop demands for 
the death sentence against 
her. 


Ms. Balabagan had earlier 
been convic :d of murder. 

However, an Islamic 
appeals court ordered that 
Ms. Balabagan, a Filipino 
Muslim be imprisoned for a 
year and whipped 100 times, 
and that she pay S4I.000 in 
blood money to the Balushis. 

Ms. Balabagan said she kil- 
led her employer in self- 
defence after being sexually 
assaulted. 


In Cotabato. Philippines, 
the parents of Sarah Balaba- 
gan joined in appealing to 
Sheikh Zayed for their 
daughter to be pardoned. 

The parents expressed joy 
over radio reports that Ms. 
Balabagan. had undergone 
all 100 lashings that she was 
sentenced to receive. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Five British teens lost in Cyprus 


NICOSIA (AP) — British and Cypriot forces, backed by at 
least one helicopter, searched the T rood os mountains 
Friday night for five missing teenagers from a British air 
force base who apparently got lost during an adventure 
outing, police reported. The search began after the five 
youngsters, all aged around 15. failed to return from an 
outing for 30 children from the Royal Air Force base at 
Akrotiri on the south of- this island, a police spokesman 
told the Association Press. At least one Wessex helicopter, 
from the search-and-rescue squadron based at Akrotin. 
one of two sovereign base areas the British maintain on 
Cyprus, was scrambled to aid search teams of Cypriot 
police and national guardsmen. British officials at Akrotiri 
were not available for comment. But Cypnot ponce 
officials said more miltiary personnel were expected to 
widen the search in the rugged mountains in the centre of 
the island. At this time of the year, temperatures in the 
heavily wooded Troodos range are usually freezing at i 
night. No details were available on the missing youngsters, 
who were not identified. 


Russian academy to train Iraqi oil experts 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia’s Gubkin oil and gas academy 
is to train top-level Iraqi oil experts under an accord signed 
with Baghdad's higher education ministry, the Interfax 
news agency reported Friday. Iraqi students would come to 
Moscow and Russian instructors would go to Iraq under the 
accord, which academy deputy head Oleg Koroliov stres- 
sed had been siened by the two bodies concerned, and not 
by Russia and" Iraq. Iraqi oil is under an international 
embargo as part of measures taken against Baghdad in the 
wake of the Gulf war. 


Eritrean president to visit Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Eritrean President Issaias Afeworki will 
visit Cairo on Sunday for talks with his Egyptian counter- 
pan Hosni Mubarak his country's dispute with Yemen over 
a Red Sea archipelago, officials said. Mr. Afeworki's visit 
will last a day or two. officials at the Egyptian presidency 
said. Cairo has mediated between Asmara and Sanaa after 
Ethiopia captured the island of Hanish Al Kabir in 
December, one of a string of strategic isles at the mouth of 
the Red Sea claimed by borh countries. Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh said Thursday that French mediators 
had put forward a "draft accord" to solve the crisis by 
resolving maritime borders in the Red Sea. 


Iranian asylum-seeker kidnapped 


BONN (AFP) — An Iranian asylum-seeker was recovering 
in hospital Saturday after allegedly being kidnapped by 
compatriots and tortured in a cellar for two days until he 
managed to escape. The 28-year-old man told police he was 
seized by four armed men when he was on his way home to 
Cologne from another Iranian friend's house at Hennef. 
near Bonn. Severely mistreated, he had only managed to 
escape when he was being taken from his prison to another 
place, he told police, 'who called on the public for 
information to assist in- their inquiries. The Iranian 
opposition Mujahedeen-e-Khalq said the man was a 
'•turncoat" but denied responsibility for his kidnapping. 


Pollution scare after tanker sinks 


ATHENS (AFP) — A Panamanian-flagged oil tanker sank 
with ali 18 hands off southern Greece late Friday, raising 
fears of serious pollution, the Greek shipping ministry said 
here. The ministry said that an air-and-sea search for the 
5.000 tonne Kyra after a distress message had found only 
two upturned lifeboats. Searches were continuing in the 
Ionian Sea off Kiparissia in southwest Peloponnese. 
amid driving rain, heavy seas and winds of force six. the 
ministry said. Greek and foreign merchant vessels in the 
area went to the scene after the distress message was heard 
around 1900 GMT. along with tugs and helicopters. The 
Kyra, which had been in service for 22 years, was fully 
laden and on its way to Turkey when it disappeared. 


Juppe plants olive tree in Rabin’s memory 


BORDEAUX. France (R) — French Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe honoured the memory of slain Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on Friday by planting an olive tree in the 
garden of the Bordeaux city hall. "I was deeply, strongly 
and sincerely moved when’ I learned of Yitzhak Rabin’s 
assassination.. . because over the course of our meetings, he 
became a personal friend." Mr. Juppe said at a ceremony 
in the southwestern city which he serves as mayor. 
"Yitzhak Rabin's true victory, the victory which will go 
down in history, will be peace. I want this tree to bear 
witness to this." said the premier, speaking in the presence 
of Israeli Ambassador to France Avi Pazner. 


iran Sunni cleric dead after arrest’ 


NICOSIA (R) — The body of an Iranian Sunni Muslim 
cleric accused of having ties with Saudi Arabia has been 
found in southern Iran days after he was held by security 
officials, relatives and opposition sources said on Friday. 
“Molavi Ahmad Sayyad was arrested at the Bandar Abbas 
■ airport on Jan. 28 and we are told his body was found 
outside the city five days later," said Ali Akbar Molla- 
zadeh, an Iranian Sunni activist living in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). “Sayyad had visited the UAE foT about 
six weeks, partly to raise funds for his Islamic theologv 
school where he taught fellow Baluchis in Iran," Mr. 
Mollazadeh told Reuters by telephone from Sharjah in the 
UAE. Iran, which is 90 per cent Shiite, has often blamed 
unrest in its Sunni-populated regions in the southeast on 
groups allegedly backed by Saudi Arabia. 
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PrSme Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Saturday meets with Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hashem Dabbas (Petra photo) 

Kabariti calls for 2-month 
reserves of fuel at all times 


AMMAN (Petra) — In his 
first visit to the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources since becoming 
Prime Minister, Abdul 
Karim Kabariti Saturday 
asked ministry staff to 
make sure that at all times a 
two-month supply of fuel is 
available throughout the 
country. 

Mr. Kabariti, who met 
with Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
Hashem Dabbas and senior 
staff said that reserves of oil 
products should be avail- 
able all the times to meet 


industrial and domestic 
needs. 

He urged ministry 
employees to work on 
speeding up ministry proce- 
dures in order to serve pub- 
lic interest in an efficient 
manner, said Dr. Dabbas in 
a statement following the 
prime minister's visit. 

He said Mr. Kabariti dis- 
cussed the ministry's work 
on the development of nat- 
ural resources and oil prod- 
ucts and issued instructions 
on matters pertaining to the 
three foreign oil companies 
that are bidding for the con- 


tract to prospect for oil in 
the Kingdom. 

According to Dr. Dabbas 
senior ministry officials 
outlined their respective 
department's activities dur- 
ing the meeting with the 
premier. 

The meeting was anended 
by Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA) Director 
General Fakhreddin Dagh- 
estani, Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) Director 
General Mohammad Saeed 
Arafeh and the ministry's 
acting Secretary General 
Ahmad Bashir. 


Police await autopsy on 
charred body found in Sukhneh 


By Ram Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN - Police Satur- 
day continued their investi- 
gations into the death of an 
unidentified woman whose 
charred body was found 
Friday dumped in the 
Sukhneh area in Zarqa, 
according to official 
sources. 

One source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
told the Jordan Times Sat- 
urday that the coroner had 
determined that the woman 
was aged between 16 and 
1 8, and that “most probably 
(she) was murdered before 
she was burnt." 

The woman was placed 
over a pile of stones and 
straw, and her body was 
ignited using kerosene," 
the source said. 

He added that pieces of 
burnt rope were found on 
and near the body. 

He said authorities 
received a call at 8 pan. 
saying that a body was 
burning in a deserted area 
close to the Jineh main road 
near Sukhneh. 

The source added that 


there was a significant pos- 
sibility that the woman was 
murdered before she was 
set on fire because '‘the 
caller informed the authori- 
ties that be did not hear a 
woman's voice and that he 
only saw a body burning ” 

According to the source, 
police were still waiting for 
autopsy results that would 
tell whether the woman had 
been murdered before her 
body was set aflame. 

Police refused to release 
any details, saying only that 
they were investigating the 
incident. 

Shepherd dies in 
accidental shooting 

Meanwhile, a 28-year-old 
shepherd Friday bled to 
death when he was acciden- 
tally shot by his nephew in 
Haifa town of Karak, 
according to Public Securi- 
ty Department (PSD) 
reports. 

Awad Mohammad was 
shot in the left thigh by 
Fayez Hindawi while tend- 
ing sheep, the report said. 

It said the victim's father 
Ahmad F., who was accom- 


panying them; left his gun 
and went to pray. jA few 
minutes later, the 'report 
said, the father heard a gun 
shot. . . . .j 

The report said that Fayez 
was playing with his 
father’s gun when a bullet 
accidentally fired striking 
Mr. Mohammad's thigh. 
The victim was rushed to 
Karak Government hospital 
but died shortly after arriv- 
ing, the report said. 

Toddler killed 
in home accident 

Also on Friday in Zarqa, a 
three-year-old child was 
killed when an oven fell on 
top of him, a PSD repon 
said. 

The report said that the 
child, Ibrahim Mohammad, 
was home alone when the 
incident occurred. 

The mother of the victim 
told police that when she 
returned home she found 
her son under the kitchen 
oven. The child was rushed 
to a nearby hospital but was 
dead on arrival. 


Stanford alumni travel group arrives in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
group of alumni of Stan- 
ford University, in Califor- 
nia, arrived in Jordan Sat- 
urday as part of a world- 
wide tour which began in 
Easter island and will end 
, in Marrakesh. 

The group of 97 people. 


representing the Stanford 
Alumni Association, also 
includes faculty and staff. 

According to Duncan 
Beardsley, director of the 
Travel Study Programme 
of the alumni association, 
the group's stop in Jordan 
is focused on a visit to 


Petra, which he said was a 
"high point" of the itiner- 
ary. 

Mr. Beardsley said the 
group left the United States 
on January 29, and is 
scheduled to return on Feb. 
14. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 

CONCERTS 

* Musical performance of oriental music by Mohammad Jabbar at the 
Phoenix Gallery, Gardens Street, at 8:30 p.m. 

* Violin recital by Czech virtuoso Vaclav Hudecek and pianst Petr Adamec at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

PLAY 

Ramadan Supermarket/' (in Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Engravings by French artists at the French Cultural Centre (until Feb. 29) 

* Printmaking and paintings by Jordanian artist Yasser Dweik at Darat A1 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. Also displaying paintings and sculptures by con- 
temporary artists (until Feb- 18). 


UNRWA staff 
reiterate demands to 
new commissioner 
general in Vienna 


Jordan Times, Sunday, February 11, 1996 

Prime minister pledges 
cooperation with Senate 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) staff 
representatives sent a letter 
Thursday to the agency’s 
new commissioner general, 
Peter Hansen, and reiterat- 
ed tbeir demands for salary 
raises and explained why 
they believed the agency's 
stall in Jordan "have been 
unfairly treated.” an 
UNRWA staff representa- 
tive said Saturday. 

The staff representative 
had earlier told the Jordan 
Times that the survey the 
agency conducted on its 
employees in Jordan last 
year to determine pay equi- 
ty omitted the fringe bene- 
fits government employees 
in Jordan are entitled to, 
such as health insurance 
and loans. 

Therefore, he said, the 
comparison between gov- 
ernment pay-scales plus 
benefits and those of 
UNRWA was incomplete. 

“Our opinion, as staff rep- 
resentatives, was that the 
survey should include com- 
parisons with the private 
sector and international 
institutions, as is the case in 
other U.N. organisations,” 
the letter stated. 

In the letter, UNRWA 
staff representatives com- 
plained of not having the 
opportunity to participate in 
the analysis procedure of 
the survey. 

“We disagree with the cri- 
terion and weights used by 
the survey team to qualify 
benefits, in addition to 
(applying the salary scale) 
of government employees. 
We believe the method 
used by tbe survey team 
undqyalued'' these bene- 
fits, - " 'the staff said in the 
letter,.. 

The letter compared pay 
scale reviews in the recent 
past. It said the Jordanian 
government granted its 
employees a 10 per cent 
salary raise in 1994, the let- 
ter slated, adding that 
UNRWA in return granted a 
JD 10 increase to its staff 
members from grade one to 
grade 11 and excluded staff 
above grade 11 from that 
raise. 

“We have never had an 
explanation why we did not 
receive the same 10 per cent 
increase on par with govern- 
ment employee's or why 


Abdul Rahman Ad wan 

Adwan 

honoured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday conferred A1 
Nohda Medal of the First 
Order upn Public Security- 
Department (PSD) Director 
Lieutenant-General Abdul 
Rahman Adwan in apprecia- 
tion of his services to the 
country and King, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, report- 
ed. Informed sources told 
the Jordan Times last night 
that Lr.-Gen. Adwan is 
expected to retire as chief of 
police soon, os pan of the 
other changes that have 
taken place recently in 
senior positions in the gov- 
ernment and the Royal 
Coun. The strongest candi- 
dates to replace Lt.-Gen. 
Adwan are Maj.-Gen. Samih 
Bino of the General Intelli- 
gence Department, army 
Maj.-Gen. Ghazi Tayeb and- 
Maj.-Gen. Hmaidi Al Fayez, 
the military aide of His 
Majesty King Hussein, the 
sources said. No official 
confirmation of the change 
was available until last 
night. 


staff above grade 11 were 
excluded from even the JD 
10 increase," the staff added 
in the letter. 

The letter stated that the 
Government granted all 
employees in the Ministry 
of Education a professional 
allowance equal to 25 per 
cent of their basic salaries. 
It had also amended the spe- 
cial allowances for doctors, 
engineers pharmacists and 
nurses by 60 to 100 per cent, 
the letter added. 

**We immediately 

informed the agency admin- 
istration about these increas- 
es in government pay levels 
when they were implement- 
ed ” workers said in the let- 
ter. 

They added that they 
expected the increase in 
government pay in 1994 and 
1995 would be reflected in 
the results of the survey and 
would support an increase 
for them. 

UNRWA workers pointed 
to the new government reg- 
ulations that exempt all gov- 
ernment employees from 
income tax saying that this 
change in law effectively is 
a pay increase for the higher 
paid civil servants. 

They added that although 
the agency gave its employ- 
ees a JD 10 raise equal to 
what the government grant- 
ed its employees as of Janu- 
ary 1996, the raise was 
“unfair and unjust." 

"The agency did not take 
into account the earlier 
increases granted by the 
government since our last 
increase in '94," said the 
workers, demanding that all 
UNRWA staff be granted a 
25 per cent increase on their 
basic salaries. 

An UNRWA staff repre- 
sentative told the Jordan 
Times that Jordan’s arabas- 
. Sad or .to. Vienna had. earlier 
met .with Mr. Hansen who 
promised to meet the 
agency's staff in Jordan. 

“We do not believe in any 
promises anymore, and we 
are still demanding better 
treatment and higher 
salaries," he said. 

He added that UNRWA 
staff representatives will 
hold a meeting today to set a 
specific date for their 
planned general strike. 

UNRWA staff have taken 
a series of measures against 
the agency demanding bet- 
ter education, health .and 
social services as well as 
wage hikes. 


AMMAN (Petra) — In 
his first address to the 
Senate, Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Saturday pledged that the 
new government wi 11 
fully cooperate with the 
Upper House of Parlia- 
ment and respect the leg- 
islative authority and pro- 
mote its role. 

"I reaffirm to the Senate 
that among the present 
government's priorities is 
to cooperate with the leg- 
islative authority, to 
expand and prom ore con- 
stitutional life and parlia- 
mentary' performance, and 
raise the ceiling of free- 
dom and the ceiling of 
responsibilities at the 
same lime,” said the 
prime minister. 

"We will cooperate with 


the Senate, benefiting 
from your wisdom and 
your views in various 
matters, and God willing, 
we will not resort to 
monopolising authority 
and will declare only our 
genuine intentions, and 
we will not alter the sound 
course of democracy, 
drawing in our action on 
the determination and 
directives of His Majesty 
King Hussein who 
believes in and supports 
genuine constitutional 
and parliamentary life and 
we hope that close coop- 
eration and mutual trust 
will dominate the rela- 
tionship between the 
executive and the legisla- 
tive branches of govern- 
ment,” Mr. Kabariti said. 

At the outset of the ses- 


sion, Senate Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi welcomed 
the new government 
wishing it success in its 
endeavours and reassert- 
ing that the Senate will be 
acting in team spirit with 
the government, cooperat- 
ing fijlly with the Cabinet 
in bearing the common 
responsibility to help Jor- 
dan attain its national 
aspirations. 

During Saturday's ses- 
sion, the Senate endorsed 
the draft civil code and 
the draft labour law of 
1993 as referred to it by 
the Lower House. The 
House had endorsed the 
draft labour law in last 
summer’s extraordinary 
session. 


Ministry seeks to 
enforce law regarding 
non-Jordanian workers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Striv- 
ing to enforce the coun- 
try’s Labour Law, the 
Ministry of Labour asked 
concerned government 
authorities to stop issuing 
residency permits to non- 
Jordanian workers* unless 
they have acquired work 
permits in advance, 
approved by the ministry. 

In a srarement by newly- 
appointed Minister of 
Labour Abdul Hafez 
Sbakhanbeh Saturday, Dr. 
Shakhanbeh highlighted 
proposals and recommen- 
dations prepared by the 
ministry for government 
approval .aimed at reor- 
ganising ..the country's 
labour market. 

The minister said that 
an Arab or foreign worker 
seeking employment in 
Jordan should acquire a 
work contract approved 
by the Ministry of Labour 
before entering the coun- 
try, in accordance with the 
law on residency . 

Under the proposals. Dr. 
Shakhanbeh said, the min- 
istry would require viola- 
tors of the Jaw to pay a 
fine as well as die required 
fees. He said the propos- 
als suggest that police 
departments in the country 



Abdixl Hafez Shakhanbeh 

keep records of the names 
of all non-Jordanians liv- 
ing in the Kingdom and 
ask all employers of guest 
workers to report the 
names of those workers to 
the authorities and also 
report when they leave 
their place of employ- 
ment. 

The Ministry of Labour 
is also suggesting that the 
Ministry of Interior coor- 
dinate with the police 
departments and the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs in 


ensuring that foreign 
workers arriving in Jordan 
be charged reciprocal 
entry visa fees [thai is. for- 
eign workers coining into 
Jordan would be charged 
the same amount for entry 
visas as Jordanians enter- 
ing the country of origin, 
(the country of the pass- 
port) of the guest worker]. 

The Ministry of Labour 
has urged swift action by 
the government and Par- 
liament to enact the new 
labour law which, accord- 
ing to the . minister, will 
improve workers' condi- 
tions and help the ministry 
in recruiting Jordanians 
rather than foreign work- 
ers. 

According to Dr. 

Shakhanbeh, the new 
labour law will aim to set 
minimum wages for non- 
Jordanian workers on par 
with wages earned by Jor- 
danian workers. He added 
that the law will promote 
and expand the scope of 
vocational training pro- 
grammes for Jordanians 
seeking employment. 



Ministry of Administrative Development 
plans to create committees to fight corruption 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Administrative 
Development plans to cre- 
ate what it called volun- 
tary comminees from 
members of the public to 
help it in its drive to deal 
with and combat adminis- 
trative corruption. 

Minister of Administra- 
tive Development Kama! 
Nasser who made the 
announcement at a press 
conference Saturday said 
that the formation of these 
committees will be part of 
a series of measures to 
eradicate corruption and 
end employee neglect of 
their duties in various gov- 
ernment departments. 

In the course of imple- 
menting His Majesty King 
Hussein's directives to the 
new government, said Dr. 
Nasser, the ministry will 
introduce an advanced 
database to help officials 
assuming leading posi- 
tions to gain the necessary' 
information for their work. 
He said his ministry will 
do all that in its power to 
put into force the King's 
directives and will cut 
down on much of the rou- 
tine in government offices 
and simplify procedures so 
that government business 
can be executed in the 
shortest possible time. 

In the course of cutting 
down on routine and facil- 
itating procedures, the 



IP- 


Minister of Administrative Development Kama! Nasser on Saturday briefs 
journalists on his ministry’s plans (Petra photo) 


ministry* is also contem- 
plating the idea of a plan 
for conducting normal 
procedures through mail. 

He urged the media to 
write about and report any 


case of corruption or poor 
management and also 
highlight the positive side 
of public administration. 

Dr, Nasser announced 
that the ministry was plan- 


ning to set up a royal acad- 
emy for administrative 
development io give train- 
ing to civil servants from 
Jordan and other Arab 
countries. 




4 World News 


Russian troops step up 


pressure on Chechen rally 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 

Russian troops stepped up 
pressure on pro-indepen- 
dence protesters in the 
Chechen capital Grozny 
Saturday, firing shots in the 
air to prevent hundreds of 
people from joining a rally 
that is now in its seventh 
day. 

But the head of the pro- 
Moscow administration in 
Checbenya said that his 
government, which said two 
days ago it was ready to end 
the demonstration, was 
against the use of force. 

“The problem with the 
rally should be solved only 
through talks," Doku Zav- 
gayev told a news confer- 
ence. “Only stupid people 
can favour the use of force." 

As he spoke, local police 
and Russian troops were 
blocking some 500 support- 
ers of rebel leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev who tried to join 
the rally in front of Mr. 


Dudayev’s former Presi- 
dential Palace, destroyed 
last year when Russian 

troops, stormed Grozny. 

The troops fired at least 
twice in the air over the 
defiant crowd, who chanted 
pro-independence slogans, 
waved batons and meial 
bars and occasionally 
stopped to dance a tradition- 
al war-dance. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said the crowd was finally 
pushed back and around 
1,000 people, gathered at 
the city centre square since 
morning, bad been sealed 
off by lines of troops and a 
circle of army trucks. 

TASS said no-one had 
been hurt in two clashes — 
one around 10 am (0700 
GMT) and another around 1 
p.m. (1000 GMT) — 
between police and protest- 
ers, who want Russian 
troops to leave Chechenya 
and Mr. Zavgayev’s admin- 


istration to resign. 

TASS said that some par- 
ticipants at the rally, which 
started last Sunday, had 
agreed to leave the square. 

Four buses were driven up 
to police cordons to take 
people away but there was 
no word of anyone leaving 
so far. 

The shooting scared Groz- 
ny residents, many of whom 
were shopping at a local 
market, and forced them to 
take cover in houses. By 
noon the marketplace and 
the streets were deserted. 

Mr. Zavgayev’s govern- 
ment decided Thursday to 
break up the rally and sent 
local police and Russian 
troops to seal it off. Russian 
forces have said they fear 
the protest could be used as 
a screen for attacks on them 
by Mr. Dudayev's guerril- 
las. 

No attempt has been made 
so far to disperse -the rally 


Opposition, police clash in Dhaka 


DHAKA (AFP) — Police and opposition 
activists from the Awami League of Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed were locked in violent clash- 
es Saturday, near the site of a planned rally 
that was to defy a government ban. 

Police fired tear gas and rubber bullets to 
disperse militant activists exploding home- 
made bombs and hurling stones. Seventy 
people were injured, including a foreign 
photographer, witnesses said. 

The photographer was rushed to a nearby 
clinic with injuries to her bead, they said. 

“It is real hell here," one witness said. 

Shopkeepers and residents nearby quickly 
lowered shutters and closed their windows. 

Meanwhile, troops remained on alert 
Saturday in Dbaka Cantonment Barracks, 
the site of Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia’s residence, ahead of the oppo- 
sition's threatened march there, witnesses 
said. 

Armed troops, para-military Bangladesh 
Rifles (BDR) and police ringed the barracks 
and security was strengthened at all entry 
points to the area, they said. Vehicles enter- 
ing the area were being checked by military 
police. 

“Officers have been told to stay in their 
offices or .within contact range,” one 


defence source said. 

In the midst of an election campaign, Mrs. 
Khaleda left for northern Rajshahi district 
earlier Saturday is due to return to capital 
late Sunday. 

Trucks equipped with coloured hot water 
jets and jeeps carrying tear gas cannisters 
had stationed several hundred metres from 
the site of the planned Awami League rally 
and march. 

The opposition Jatiya Party and the fun- 
damentalist Jamaat-E-Islami party were 
also to hold separate rallies and stage simi- 
lar marches to Mrs. Khaleda's residence. 

Residents rushed off the streets before the 
rallies were to begin, as many feared the 
outbreak of bloody violence between 
demonstrators and troops. 

Ten people have been killed in two weeks 
of pre-poll violence and scores injured. 
Several hundred have been arrested. 

The opposition, which has campaigned 
for nearly two years for Mrs. Khaleda’s res- 
ignation and for elections under a neutral 
caretaker administration, has vowed to dis- 
rupt electioneering by Mrs. Khaleda and 
candidates from her ruling party, as well as 
others from 41 minor groups or alliances. 


Pakistan denies China nuclear sales 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States 
raised with Pakistan Friday charges that 
Beijing has sold Islamabad nuclear 
weapons technology, bat Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Assef Ahmad Ali flatly denied the 
transaction had taken place. 

Asked whether Mjc. Ali ami U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott discussed 
the alleged sale of components known as 
ring magnets, a State Department 
spokesman said they “did get into that 
issue”. 

But Mr. Ali told journalists after the 70- 
minute meeting that reports of the sales 
were “entirely speculative. There’s no truth 
in them. We have flatly denied that any such 
thing has happened.” 

He said Pakistan had very good relations 
with China but added: “There’s nothing that 
should be of concern to the government of 
the U.S-A.” 

U.S. newspapers said this week China 
supplied Pakistan last year with 5,000 ring 
magnets, a component of gas centrifuges 
used for enriching uranium. 

State Department spokesman Glyn 
Davies said: “We are concerned about 
reports of transfers from China to Pakistan, 
and we have a body of material that we are 
looking at to try to make a determination 
about how to proceed on that." 

China said this week that its nuclear coop- 
eration with Pakistan was for peaceful pur- 
poses only. 

U.S. anti-proliferation laws provide for 
economic sanctions against countries that 
illicitly export nuclear-weapons technolo- 
gy. Some of the laws also penalise the 
receiving country. 

But a key factor in the administration's 
debate on bow to respond to the alleged 


nuclear sales is the damage sanctions could 
do to U.S. firms trading with China. 

U.S. officials say some $10 billion worth 
of trade financed by America's Export- 
Import Bank would be affected under any 
imposition of sanctions. 

Mr. Ali said Mr. Talbott had not men- 
tioned possible U.S. sanctions against 
Pakistan. 

In a related development. Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Chairman Jesse 
Helms Friday urged President Bill Clinton 
to impose sanctions on China for allegedly 
transferring missile technology to Iran. 

“In the face of growing evidence regard- 
ing China’s role in Iran’s weapons (hive, 
and the clear legal requirement that sanc- 
tions be levied against China for its missile 
sales to Iran, 1 appeal to you to act deci- 
sively," Sen. Helms said in a letter to Mr. 
Clinton. 

U.S. officials described the nuclear trans- 
fer discussion between Mr. Talbott and Mr. 
Ali as a “brief exchange" in a meeting 
called originally to discuss the worsening 
conflict in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Ali said he had brought up with Mr. 
Talbott the issue of nuclear tests he said 
India was “threatening" to conduct, 
Pakistan’s concerns over India's Prithvi 
medium-range missile and Indian actions in 
disputed Kashmir. 

“Naturally this is of concern to both (U.S. 
and Pakistani) governments," be said. India 
has said it does not plan to stage nuclear 
tests. 

U.S. officials say both India and Pakistan 
are “threshold” nuclear powers that could 
quickly produce nuclear weapons if they 
wanted to. 


Kashmir separatists denounce 


offer made by ex-militants 9 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — A leading 
Kashmiri separatist group Saturday 
denounced an offer made by four former 
guerrillas to scan talks with the Indian gov- 
ernment to end a six-year rebellion against 
New Delhi. 

The all parties Hurriyat (Freedom) 
Conference, which bands more than 30 sep- 
aratist groups, said that “these fifur are 
Indian agents and are trying for a sell-out. 

“Without the participation of Pakistan in 
the talks, the Kashmir crisis cannot be 
resolved," a Hurriyat statement said. 

Former leaders of four guerrilla groups 
who had been jailed during the revolt and 
later released told a news conference 
Thursday they were willing to hold direct 
talks with New Delhi without Pakistan’s 


participation. 

The four said they were forming an alter- 
native platform to the Hurriyat Conference, 
which has sought to represent the mostly 


Muslim Kashmir Valley. 

“The Hurriyat is a failure," Bilal Lodbi, 
formerly of the Al Barq separatist group, 
said Thursday. “Their only weapon is strike 
calls which have crippled the Kashmiri 
economy." 

An Indian government official said: “It's 
a significant development The government 
of India always believes in dialogue rather 
than violence." 

Hurriyat denounced the four former guer- 
rillas. “We will not allow anybody to sell 
the blood of martyrs. Hurriyat appeals to 
respective organisations to expel the four 
leaders from their organisations." the state- 
ment said. 

Police and hospital officials estimate 
more than 20,000 people have died since 
the separatist uprising erupted in 1990 in 
mostly Hindu India’s only Muslim-majorixy 
state. Separatist groups put the figure at 
some 40.000. 


but tension grew consider- 
ably after a blast from an 
unspecified explosive 
device Friday killed one 
Russian serviceman and 
two civilians at the square. 

The demonstration in 
Grozny increased pressures 
on Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin to end the conflict. 
Doing so could improve his 
chances of winning presi- 
dential elections in June — 
if, as expected, he announ- 
ces his candidacy next 
week. 

Mr. Yeltsin says he is 
weighing up several peace 
initiatives, but a military 
withdrawal would only lead 
to “carnage". 

A Russian government 
statement issued by TASS 
said Russian troops would 
be withdrawn from Che- 
cbenya but only after “the 
necessary conditions for the 
safety of the population" 
had been created. 


Christopher, 
Primakov set 
conciliatory 
tone 


HELSINKI <R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and new 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov agreed 
Saturday after their first 
formal talks that differ- 
ences remained but that 
they had made a good sum. 

Mr. Primakov reassured 
Mr. Christopher the 
Russian reform process 
would continue although 
some policy adjustments 
would be made for the sake 
of people suffering from 
Western-style changes. 

The top diplomats said at 
a joint news conference 
following three hours of 
talks in d Finnish go vern- 
ment guest house they 
hoped any differences 
could be resolved. 

“I would say we are off to 
a very good start," said Mr. 
Christopher. 

Mr. Primakov said: “We 
have differences and there 
will be differences, but all 
this must be done without 
confrontation. I don’t think 
there is any basis to consid- 
er that U.S.-Russian rela- 


tions are in crisis. 

The meeting, called to 
ensure relations between 
the two countries Stay on 
track, was their first formal 
talk since Mr. Primakov 
was named foreign minis- 
ter on Jan. 9. 

The appointment worried 
Washington because Mr. 
Primakov is seen by some 
U.S. administration experts 
as a hardline conservative. 
His predecessor, the liberal 
Andrei Kozyrev, was 
known for his pro- Western 
policies. 

Addressing concern in 
Washington that recent 
moves by Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
could signal a departure 
from reforms, Mr. 
Primakov said: 

“Of course reforms will 
continue. Of course there 
will be no step backwards,” 
he said. “Of course democ- 
ratisation of our society 
will continue. Of course 
the policy connected with 
President Yeltsin will con- 


tinue. 

U.S. spokesman Nicholas 
Burns said the two minis- 
ters covered key security 
issues in their talks and 
agreed there would be 
more intensive consulta- 
tions on regional questions. 

They also agreed there 
would be “no surprises", he 
said. 

“If we have a disagree- 
ment we will talk privately 
first," Mr. Burns told 
reporters. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Primakov, who began their 
discussions informally at a 
private dinner Friday night, 
were on a first name basis, 
he said. 

The tone on Mr. Prima- 
kov's side was “reaching 
out", he said. “Eveiy single 
pan of the conversation 
was 1 conciliatory." Mr. 
Burrs said. 
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Pope John Paul n waves from his Popemobile to the crowd gathered in the streets of 
Caracas as he heads to Cada Prison shortly after arriving in Venezuela for a three- 


day visit (Reuter photo) 


Pope calls for better conditions in 


Venezuela’s overcrowded prisons 


CARACAS (AFP) — Pope John Paul H 
arrived in Venezuela Friday and immediate- 
ly confronted one of the country’s most 
pressing social ills: Severely overcrowded 
prisons regularly rocked by riots and mur- 
ders. 

Going straight to the Reten De Catia 
Prison after his arrival at the Caracas 
Airport, the Pope addressed the more than 
2,000 inmates crammed into the 700-pris- 
oner capacity prison, the most troubled in 
Venezuela. 

He called on Venezuelan authorities to 
“promote living conditions better-suited to 
human dignity” in all the country’s prisons 
in an address delivered to the inmates on 
television sets in their cells. 

The Roman Catholic Pontiff, who spoke 
from the street outside the prison; recalled 
that he had wanted -to come inside the 
prison, but security concerns had prevented 
it. 

“I would have liked to have been able to 
stop and talk with each one of you, and to 
all those in the other Venezuelan prisons, 
and to the families who suffer your despair 
and wait for your much-hoped for return ” 
he said after he stepped down from hjs bul- 
letproof “Popemobile." 

The Pope was greeted by thousands of 
people who crowded the area outside the 
prison. Prisoners could be seen waving tiny 
flags in the Vatican’s yellow and white 
colours or tbeir shirts between the bars of 
their cells. 

Venezuela's 32 prisons, packed to three 
times their capacity, long have been criti- 
cised by human rights organisations. Each 
year about 27 people are killed in them, vic- 
tims of an escalating cycle of violence and 
repression, as inmates rebel against crack- 
downs. 

The Pope's first act in Venezuela was to 
bless the prisoners. 

For the Pope’s visit. President Rafael 
Caldera pardoned 147 common criminals 
and 89 military convicts. 

Later Friday Pope John Paul II went to the 
president's residence, La Casona, where he 
was greeted by Mr. Caldera’s wife, Alicia 
Pietri; government ministers and officials. 


and about 150 members of the Caracas 
diplomatic community. 

The Calderas are both devout Roman 
Catholics, and last May the president visit- 
ed the Vatican for the beatification of Sor 
Maria De San Jose, the first Venezuelan to 
be so* honoured. 

The Pope will be in Venezuela, where 90 
per cent of the 21 million residents are 
Roman Catholic, just over 48 hours before 
returning to Rome Sunday. 

The Pope also will bless a national shrine, 
inaugurate an aqueduct bearing his name 
and hear a song written in his honour during 
his visit 

As in his earlier stops during his four- 
nation tour, thousands of people were flock- 
ing to Guanare, 340 kilometres southeast of ' 
here, where the Pope will hold an open-air 
mass Saturday and bless the shrine to the 
Coromoto Virgin, Venezuela's patron saint 

Guanare’s normal population of 200,000 
is expected to swell to as many as 700,000 
with visitors from around the country com- 
ing to welcome the Pope and hear his homi- 
ly in a nearby field. 


Temperatures are expected to climb near 
0 Celsius (100 degrees Fahrenheit). 


40 Celsius (100 degrees Fahrenheit). 

For the open-air mass at the foot of the 
shrine, the site was to be adorned with 500 
orchids donated by a local agronomist and 
specially grown to withstand the wilting 
heat. 

' The Pope was expected to preach against 
the growing gap between rich and poor on 
the last stop of a week’s tour of four Latin 
American countries. 

“I appeal to everyone, particularly those 
in positions of greater responsibility, to help 
foster a climate of living together in peace, 
solidarity and justice,” the Pontiff said just 
before leaving for Venezuela from 
Guatemala, which be visited this week 
along with HI Salvador and Nicaragua. 

Besides the aqueduct. Guanare will also 
be inaugurating $6.8 million’ worth of new 
infrastructure built in honour of the Pope's 
visit, including a cellular telephone net- 
work, expanded airport facilities, paved 
roads and a new bridge over the Guanare 
River. 


Japan tunnel collapse traps 20 


TOKYO (R) — Rescuers raced against 
time in freezing weather Saturday to reach 
20 people trapped in vehicles inside a col- 
lapsed highway tunnel on Japan’s northern- 
most main island of Hokkaido, police said. 

A police spokesman said about 50,000 
tonnes of rock and mud had crashed on to 
the top of the tunnel, causing parts of its 
ceiling to collapse as a bus and a car were 
driving through. 

The spokesman said 19 people were on 
the bus and there was a lone motorist. 

The accident happened at about 8 a.m. 
(2300 GMT) and J5 hours later rescuers 
had still not been able to reach the trapped 
people. 

The victims were inside the 1,086 metre 


long Toyohama Tunnel, about 50 kilome- 
tres north-west of Hokkaido's capital city of 
Sapporo. 

A 40-metre stretch of the tunnel ceilm* 
was brought crashing down from just inside 
an entrance to the tunnel. 

Among the debris that rained down on the 
tunnel was a giant rock about 50 metres 
high and 20 metres wide which was 
believed to have done the most damage. 

The landslide was caused by rain which 
has swept the area for the past two days. 

Rescuers were working in snow and feed- 
ing air into the tunnnel through hoses. 

Work was hampered by fears that further 
parts of the tunnel ceiling might collapse. 


Washington dismayed Burma 


will not hand over Khun Sa 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States 
voiced disappointment Friday over Burma's 
refusal to extradite reputed Golden Triangle 
opium warlord Khun Sa and renewed its 
appeal to the Rangoon government to hand 
him over. 

State Department spokesman Glyn 
Davies described as a “negative develop- 
ment” a statement by Burmese Foreign 
Minister Ohn Gyaw that “there is no ques- 
tion of extradition with any country”. 

Khun Sa, once described by former U.S. 
Attorney-General Richard Thornburgh as 
the “prince of death", is wanted in the 


United Slates on heroin trafficking charges 
“We've made no secret of the fact thatthe 
drug lord Khun Sa is somebody we’d like to 
get our hands on because of what he's been 
up to in the Golden Triangle" opium poppy 
producing area on the borders of Bur™ 
Laos and Thailand, Mr. Davies said 
“If the government of Burma has "made a 
deal with him, that is very unfortunate." he 
told a news briefing, 

Khun Sa, who was indicted by a U S 
court in December 1989. surrendered To 
Burmese government Forces last month. 


-Winter doldrums 
may be hereditary 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Heredity plays a role -in - 
seasonal mood swings, : 
according to a study pub- : 
lished in a leading psychia-7 
try journal. People who- 
suffer mood swings and eajfc 
and sleep more in the win- 
ter are likely to have rela-". 
tives in the doldrums too, ' 
res ear chers from the"' 
Washington University 
Medical School in ' St, . 
Louis, Missouri found. 
There is a “significant 
genetic influence" over a 
person’s sensibility to sea- 
sonal mood changes, 
Pamela Madden, head of 
the research team, told 
AFP. ‘There is a tendency 
for seasonality to run in 
families, and it is largely 
due to a biological predis- 
position,” the research 
team said in the Archives 
of General Psychiatry arti- 
cle. The study looked at 
4,639 pairs of fraternal and 
identical Australian twins 
who did not live together. 
Thirteen per cent of the 
twins complained that sea- 
sonality was a problem, 19 
per cent reported they felt 
worse in the winter and 
eight per cent that their 
moods worsened in sum- 
mer, the study found. 
Between 28 and 33 per cent 
of the twins said they slept 
and ate more in winter and 
that they gained weight; 26 
to 31 per cent said the pat- 
tern is reversed in the sum- 
mer, according to the study. 
Ms. Madden said identical 
twins were more likely 
than fraternal twins to have 
similar seasonal swings. 
She added that the research 
was done in Australia, 
where winter runs from 
June to September, to dis- 
associate die study from 
depressions linked to the 
December holiday season. 
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French women 
prefer couch 
potatoes to Greek 
gods 


PARIS (R). — Forget 
Adonis. French women, 
asked about their ideal 
man, would prefer a conch 
potato with little profes- 
sional ambition to a 
superiover with driving 
ambition and a body like a 
Greek God. A poll of 300 
French women for the pub- 
lishing firm Harlequin 
France, conducted for Saint 
Valentine’s Day, found that 
just one in 100 women 
sought an ambitious man 
and only one in 20 felt pro- 
fessional success to be an 
important trait Just two per 
cent said they dream of a 
lover with a perfect build, 
rating a good sense of 
humour as more important. 
Men: Do you want to sur- 
prise your French girl- 
friend with a little gift on 
the day devoted to lovers? 
Do it with anything but lin- 
gerie. In France, it seems 
there’s a lingerie store on 
every block. But just two 
per cent of women here 
dream of receiving a pre- 
sent of racy underwear. Far 
more appreciated would be 
a weekend in Venice or in 
the countryside, according 
to the poll. Asked what 
their ideal man should 
wear, most preferred 
evening dress. 
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S. Korean smokers 
protest stringent 
laws 
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SEOUL (AFP) — A group 
of some 300 mostly mid- 
dle-aged smokers staged a 
peaceful but determined 
street march in central 
Seoul Saturday, protesting 
rigid new laws against 
smoking in public places, 
witnesses said. Some of the 
protestors smoked as they 
waved banners proclaim- 
ing themselves “genteel 
smokers.” They protested 
what they called unfair dis- 
crimination against smok- 
ers, and demanded that 
public buildings and office 
blocks set aside special 
smoking areas, rather than 
drive them outside into 
sub-zero temperaiures for a 
puff. The marchers sug- 
gested that the revenue 
from fines for dropping 
cigarette butts in the street 
be funnelled into the build- 
mg of special smoking 
areas. 


St-. '■•«!< i ■ 


iJ" 1 Octr-,-, . 






* r - K ’:.J 




C C 4!r.n, ' 


.n 


Jftf 'ku, ' ^ 

V/*S. 

i*fe 




M T* r- 


SX . h « 



World News 


Ghon .r 1 ' 
*v« 

mood 

afcj S1 "% i,;: 
n i toiS I 1 -’ 
aal. n*P %. 

%‘S 

mn S j 
Sch 0o |> 

M, s«n,ri '» ! 

s a V 
mood 

Madde 0i 'S 
■arch fe-,! 4 * 

: . ^ 
d JD the rf. 

11 *V 
■ *** 12/ 

Au stT3Jiao P - 
1,01 >ive iJl; 

J* «■£ 

m Plained d^,, 
was a problem, 
re Poned [k..; ' 

1 

:r c em iha,' 

VOr sened B .l 

,e siudv t' 

28 and 33^' 
’ ms saidibn- 
nt, re in wtjj, 

gained 
r «nt said t- 
versed ini)*' 
arding toi^j.. 
tten said ifc. 
/er e more fc 
emal tuinstj- 
seasooal *» t 
-d ihai rheip^ 
ne in Aii^ 
vinter nim ? 
September. 

- 'he iiuo\ t- 
?ns linked s- 
er holiday & 

ich woma 
jfer couch 
oes to Grt 
gods 


Jordan Times, Sunday, February 11, 1996 


5 



The James River paper mil] sits precariously near the raging Willamette River as it nears its crest in Portland. The 
flood waters of the Willamette River are threatening to spill into downtown Portland as a result of days of heavy 
rains in the area (Reuter photo) 

Rivers crest in flooded U.S. Pacific northwest 
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PORTLAND, Ore (R) — 
Swollen rivers crested in the 
flooded Pacific northwest of 
the United States Friday, 
leaving a trail of destruction 
along its path. 

President Rill Clinton 
declared Washington and 
Oregon major disaster 
areas, making them eligible 
for federal aid. after mud 
slides and flooding caused 
five deaths and forced more 
than 20.000 people to flee 
their homes. 

Relief came Friday as 
days of heavy rain gave wav 
to clearing skies and rivers 
crested at lower levels than 
feared. 

Portland's downtown 
business district was spared 
from the worst of the 
flood's effects as the Willa- 
mette River, which runs 
through the centre of town, 
crested inches below the top 


of a sea wall that had been 
reinforced by city workers 
and volunteers. 

“There are still some 
major problems, but I think 
there's a sigh of relief that 
things didn't get worse." 
said Oregon state climatolo- 
gist George Taylor. 

The death toll rose to five 
early Friday when a man 
drove his car into a 20-foot 
(6.1 metre Kieep sinkhole 
that opened near Kent. 
Washington, a suburb of 
Seattle. 

In Linn County. Oregon, 
about 130 kilometres south 
of Portland, authorities 
found the body of a man 
who had been swept away 
after abandoning his car. 

Oregon Govemo John 
Kitzhabcr spent Thursday 
night in a Salem hospital 
complaining of chest pains 
after touring the flooded 


areas but was released 
Friday after doctors deter- 
mined he had no cardiac 
problems. 

As skies cleared and sun- 
shine spread across the 
region many residents 
began returning to their 
fiooded-out homes Friday, 
including about 14,000 peo- 
ple who had evacuated the 
Salem area about 65 kilo- 
metres south of Portland. 

But evacuations continued 
in some low-lying areas, 
including near Vancouver, 
Washington, across the 
Columbia River from 
Portland. Business districts 
in the Portland suburbs of 
Oregon City and Tualatin 
were inundated. 

Weather forecasters pre- 
dicted dry' weather through 
the weekend, allowing 
swollen creeks and rivers to 
recede slowly. 


The Hooding was caused 
by a subtropical storm that 
duni]K*d up to 30 inches (90 
cm) of rain over four days, 
melted a heavy snow pack in 
(he Cascade Mountains, and 
triggered massive landslides 
that left some roads covered 
with up to 12 feet (4 metres) 
of mud. 

Overall more than 20,000 
people in the region had 
been told to evacuate, 
including IS7 inmates of 
the women's correctional 
centre in Salem, who were 
evacuated to higher ground 
in the state penitentiary. 

Hundreds of state and 
county roads were closed in 
(he worst flooding in more 
than 30 years. 

Authorities could not 
immediately provide dam- 
age estimates. 


Experts focus on documents, 757 crash debris, black box 


PUERTO PLATA, Domini- 
can Republic (R) — Amid 
confusion and conflicting 
reports, aviation crash 
experts dug into documents 
and debris Friday to try to 
leant why a chartered Bo- 
eing 757 crashed into the 
Atlantic Ocean, killing all 
189 people aboard. 

With the search for sur- 
vivors and bodies over, two 
refrigerated tractor-trailers 
in which the victims’ 
remains were stored for two 
days on a battered concrete 
pier left the harbour at 
Puerto Plata, carrying the 
bodies to a pathology centre 
in Santo Domingo, where 
they will be examined by 
German and Dominican 
forensic experts. 

U.S. officials acknowl- 
edged char a Pentagon 
spokesman was mistaken 
when he reported that some 
of the bodies floating in the 
ocean had been robbed by 
people in small boats. Do- 
minican officials had angri- 
ly denounced the reports of 
looting. 

The U.S. Coast Guard 
said the belongings of those 
killed in the crash were 
apparently tom from their 
bodies by the impact when 


the plane crashed into the 
ocean. 

Three days after the crash, 
authorities still bad not 
located the flight data 
recorder or major pieces of 
the plane and had not ruled 
out any possible causes. The 
jetliner, owned by the 
Turkish airline Birgen Air 
and leased to Alas Nacio- 
nales of the Dominican 
Republic, crashed moments 
after takeoff Tuesday. Most 
of those aboard were Ger- 
man tourists returning home 
from a Caribbean vacation. 

The Dominican Civil 
Aviation official leading the 
investigation denied another 
Dominican official's report 
that search crew had picked 
up a radio signal from the 
jet’s flight data recorder, or 
“black box." 

Major Emmanuel SoufF- 
ront said investigators have 
identified the area where the 
plane went down in 4,500- 
6,000 feet 1 1.500-2,000 
metres) of water, but have 
not located the black box 
nor any other major piece of 
wreckage. The flight data 
recorder is designed to emit 
a radio signal for up to 30 
days after a crash to help 
searchers find iL 


Crash investigators from 
the United States, Germany 
and the Dominican Repub- 
lic met behind closed doors 
at Puerto Plata Airport Fri- 
day to examine mainte- 
nance logs, transcripts of 
conversations between the 
flight crew and air traffic 
controllers, and other docu- 
ments. 

Maj. Souffront said the 
logs held nothing unusual 
and affirmed that the pilot 
had not reported any prob- 
lem with the plane. His last 
words to air traffic con- 
trollers were “stand by.” 

Maj. Souffront confirmed 
reports that several of the 
Turkish mechanics who last 
serviced the plane were 
among the passengers killed 
in the crash, and the wife of 
a mechanic who stayed 
behind also was aboard the 
flight. 

“I think that if you repair 
something and you are not 
sure that this is OK, you 
don’t sit your family 
inside,” Maj. Souffront saidL 

Controllers saw the plane 
make a sharp right turn just 
before it disappeared from 
the radar screen, a possible 
indication the pilot had tried 
to turn back, Maj. Souffront 


said. 

He said no possible cause 
of the crash had been ruled 
out, although the bodies did 
not have the sort of injuries 
associated with bomb 
explosions. 

“Without the information 
from the black box, we 
can’t discharge any (possi- 
ble cause). We are working 
on every hypothesis," Maj. 
Souffront said. 

Dominican officials have 
corrected their earlier state- 
ments that 129 bodies had 
been recovered. Eugenio 
Cabral, Dominican director 
of Civil Defence, said 87 
bodies were recovered. 

The ill-fated jetliner had 
been substituted for another, 
larger jet at the last minute, 
but there were conflicting 
reports as to the reason. 

Maj. Souffront said the 
757 was pressed into ser- 
vice because a Boeing 767 
originally scheduled to 
make the flight was ground- 
ed by hydrautic problems. 
But the local director of the 
company that chartered the 
flight said the smaller plane 
was substituted because the 
flight was underbooked. 


Zaire to close all Rwandan refugee camps 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — Zaire 
said Saturday it would pro- 
gressively close all Rwan- 
dan refugee camps in east- 
ern Zaire until all their one 
million residents had left. 

“We will dose the camp 
(at Kibumba near Goma). 
When the camp is closed we 
will proceed to close anoth- 
er camp. The operation will 
continue until all camps ore 
closed and all refugees go 
home.” Interior Minister 
Gustave Malumbu Mban- 
gula, who is also a deputy 
prime minister, told a news 
conference. 

Ml Malumba did not say 
when closing the total of 40 
Rwandan camps in Zaire 
would start but U.N. offi- 
cials expect 250 Zairean 
troops in days to ring 
Kibumba, filled with 
190,000 refugees. 

“ Zair ean authorities have 
decided to implement a pro- 
gramme of targeted repatri- 
ation. This aims at the pro- 
gressive closure of refugee 
camps...and their repatria- 
tion to Rwanda,” he said. 

“The targeted repatriation 


implies the concentration on 
the camps to be closed of all 
information and persuasion 
efforts as well as the control 
and removal of imimida- 
tors,” he added. 

Mr. Malumba said the 
Zairean move to speed up a 
U.N. voluntary repatriation 
programme would be car- 
ried out by a 1 ,500 Zairean 
force formed Iasi year to 
keep law and order in the 
camps and another Zairean 
army force to protect 
refugees en route home. 

The refugees are from the 
Hutu majority and fled in 
1994 during civil war and 
the genocide of up to a mil- 
lion Tutsis and Hutu moder- 
ates butchered by Hutu 
troops, militiamen and 
mobs. 

Rwanda's government 
says it will screen all male 
returnees to uncover if they 
killed in the genocide. 
Some refugees say they fear 
they will be killed in repri- 
sal if they ever return. 

Reacting to Mr. Malum- 
ba’s statement, some aid 
officials said they feared the 


operation might tum violent 
as Zairean troops were 
poorly-disciplined and had 
not been paid for three 
months. 

Last August Zaire ex- 
pelled 15,000 refugees but 
its threat to deport all the 
refugees by the end of 1995 
came to nothing. 

After talks with the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and 
other aid agencies, Mr. 
Malumba stressed refugees 
would walk back in an 
orderly manner protected by 
Zairean troops. 

Hie deputy prime minister 
said “administrative clo- 
sure" would stop refugees 
moving outside camps and 
put an end to till commercial 
business in the camps but 
"necessary assistance" 
would continue. No new 
refugees would be regis- 
tered. he added. 

He said the Zairean army 
was essential to control 
refugee movements, to 
assure the security of 
refugees walking back to 
Rwanda and to neutralise 


and rake away intimidators 
stopping them returning. 

Mr. Malumba said the 
new steps would be paid for 
by the government and 
UNHCR. Asked how long ii 
would lake authorities to 
clear the one million 
Rwandan refugees, he said: 
“We’re not in a hurry." 

The government wanted 
to act immediately on tar- 
geted repatriation because 
asylum lor the refugees was 
temporary and had harmed 
the security and environ- 
ment of eastern Zaire, he 
said. 

Mr. Malumba said securi- 
ty in Rwanda had improved 
enough to allow mass repa- 
triation and the government 
was delighted Rwandan 
Vice President Paul Kaga- 
me had said Friday he wel- 
comed returnees. 

He appealed to aid agen- 
cies to contribute to the 
operation so Zaire would 
not be forced again to expel 
refugees and clashes bet- 
ween hostile local residents 
and re fugees would be 
avoided. 


War of nerves rages on 
across Taiwan Strait 


BEUING (AFP) — The war 
of nerves between Beijing 
and Taipei Saturday raged 
on as Taiwan confirmed 
China’s military had begun 
mobilising ground forces 
ahead of military manoeu- 
vres near the island. 

The see-saw between 
Chinese reassurance and 
threat this week has set the 
tone of the run-up to the 
first ever direcr presidential 
elections in Taiwan, which 
China has threatened to 
invade, should it declare 
formal independence. 

Taiwan’s Defence Minis- 
try Saturday confirmed that 
tire Chinese military had 
been increasing the number 
of troops in southeast 
coastal areas of China since 
Feb. S. but had not detected 
any specific manoeuvres. 

On Friday, a U.S. Penta- 
gon official said the troop 
movements, which began 
on Feb. 3 and 4, have been 
confined to ground forces, 
and so far did not appear to 
involve Chinese naval or 
missile units. 

In Beijing, analysts did 
not rule out the possibility 
that China might be prepar- 
ing to “teach Taiwan a les- 
son" by attacking one of the 
small islands claimed by 
Taiwan. 

But diplomats said com- 
ments by Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen that 
the crisis in relations should 
be solved “by peaceful 
means" were aimed at soo- 
thing tensions across the 
Taiwan Strait. 

According to an opinion 
poll conducted in Taiwan 
this week. 75 per cent of 


those questioned said they 
did not believe China’s offi- 
cial line that it wanted to 
unify the country by peace- 
ful means. 

China has viewed Taiwan 
as a rebel province of the 
mainland since Mao T 2 e- 
tong’s Communist forces 
drove the Kuomintang onto 
the island in 1949 at the end 
of a four-year civil war. 

But the Nationalist island 
continues to come under 
verbal fire from China, 
which recently sealed a deal 
with Russia to buy 72 front- 
line Sukhoi-27 fighter 
planes. 

On Friday, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang spelled out that 
China would resort to force 
in the event of “a unilateral 
declaration of independence 
or the interference of for- 
eign forces in Chinese inter- 
nal affairs." 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency also unleashed ano- 
ther lengthy commentary, 
condemning President Lee 
Teng-Hui's drive for inter- 
national recognition of 
Taiwan. 

Mr. Shen accused Wa- 
shington of having raised 
tensions in the region last 
year by allowing President 
Lee into the United States 
on an ostensibly private 
visit. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, China’s Sports Minis- 
ter Wu Shaozu was quoted 
Friday as saying Beijing 
would “react firmly" if the 
United States invited any 
Taiwanese leaders* to (his 
year's Olympic Games in 
Atlanta. 


But President Bill Clinton 
has tried to play down the 
current standoff, saying he 
did not believe China would 
attack the island. 

Taiwan's top security 
chief Yin Tsung-Wen Friday 
aiso sought to soothe frayed 
nerves, describing the drill 
as “routine" and calling on 
people “not be agitated.” 

“Our intelligence indi- 
cates the mainland is to 
stage a military drill pretty 
soon, but it is no way as 
large as reported," the 
National Security Bureau 
director told reporters. 

Another Pentagon official 
said in Washington that a 
repeat of M-9 missile tests 
that China conducted last 
year near Taiwan was of 
particular concern to the 
United Slates, which has 
warned of the danger of 
miscalculation by either 
side if tensions continue to 
escalate. 

“There are some things 
we see." the official said of 
the military movements. 
“There’s probably going to 
be an exercise. How big it's 
going to be, right now nobo- 
b> is really sure. 

Meanwhile President Lee, 
in a major policy speech, 
emphasised Saturday the 
need for peace with China, 
w hile top officials suggest- 
ed offering an olive branch 
to reduce tensions with this 
island’s arch-rival. 

Reacting to a Defence 
Ministry announcement 
Friday that China has begun 
to move troops to a coast- 
line facing Taiwan, state 
radio quoted officials as rul- 
ing out military' conflict. 


“The one thing that all 
people on both sides of the 
straits passionately wish for 
is a stoppage to the hostile 
confrontation between (Tai- 
wan and China) ” Mr. Lee 
said in a campaign tally for 
Taiwan’s presidential elec- 
tions. 

“(We should) create a 
peaceful environment to 
develop a mutually benefi- 
cial relationship across the 
Taiwan Straits. The person 
who is elected presi- 
dent.. .Has to emphasise this 
topic," added Mr. Lee, after 
opening his campaign head- 
quarters for Taipei county, a 
crucial constituency sur- 
rounding the capital. 

In a speech Mr. Lee said 
represented his definitive 
word on relations with 
China, the president adopt- 
ed a more conciliatory tone 
than in recent weeks toward 
the island’s rival of 47 
years. 

He said he would gather 
opinions from different sec- 
tors of society and obtain a 
common understanding 
with Taiwan's 21 million 
people on how relations 
with China should be pur- 
sued. 

“(I) have the confidence 
to push for a path which 
will enable peaceful devel- 
opment across the strait and 
enable peace and prosperity 
in the Asia-Pacific region,” 
Mr. Lee added. 

The president did not. 
however, offer any conces- 
sion on China's central 
demand that Taiwan scale 
back its drive to break the 
diplomatic isolation impo- 
sed on it bv China. 


S. Korea’s 
Kim scraps 
Japan 
meeting in 
island row 

SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam has cancelled a 
meeting Monday with Jar 
panese legislators in an 
escalating row over islands 
disputed by the two coun- 
tries. 

A spokesman at the pres- 
idential office quoted Mr. 
Kim as saying Saturday 
that Japan’s claim to sover- 
eignty over the rocky 
islands was “intolerable’’. 

Mr. Kim would also can- 
cel a scheduled meeting 
with Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto during an Asia-Eu- 
rope summit in Bangkok in 
March if Japan continued 
to press its claim over the 
islands, he said. 

“Kim has cancelled the 
(Monday) meeting. Japan 
has stirred the anger of the 
entire Korean people by 
making a preposterous 
claim to Tokdo." the 
spokesman said by phone. 

Koreans still harbour bit- 
ter memories of Japan’s 
often brutal colonial rule 
over the Korean peninsula 
between 1910 and 1945. 

South Korea-Japan ties 
turned frosty last October 
when Japanese leaders re- 
peated remarks whitewash- 
ing their counuy’spast. 

Former Japanese Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Mura- 
yama enraged South Ko- 
reans by saying a 1910 
annexation treaty that be- 
gan 35 years of Japanese 
rule was technically valid. 

The crisis was defused 
after Takami Eto, then head 
of the Management and 
Coordination Agency, re- 
signed, and Mr. Murayama 
apologised for the contro- 
versy. 

Japanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Yukihiko Ikeda lodged a 
protest with Seoul through 
diplomatic channels Thurs- 
day after South Korea start- 
ed work on improving a 
wharf on one of the two 
Tokdo islands, known in 
Japan as Takeshima. 

Seoul rebuffed the Japa- 
nese demand that it stop the 
work on the island where 
Seoul has stationed several 
dozen security personnel 
and other people. 


Clinton to block HIV military discharges 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton 
Friday challenged the legal- 
ity of congressional moves 
to force the discharge of 
HIV-infected military per- . 
sonnel, and took steps to 
■ reverse the provision. 

“The president has deter- 
mined that this provision is 
unconstitutional. He has 
therefore directed the attor- 
ney general not to defend it 
in court,” Jack Quinn, the 
chief White House legal 
counsel, told reporters. 

Conservative lawmakers 
led by California Repre- 
sentative Robert Doman, a 


longshot Republican presi- 
dential candidate, lacked 
the provision onto a S265 
billion Defence Authori- 
sation Bill that Mr. Clinton 
planned to sign into law. 

It directs that HlV-pos; 
five service members be 

honourably discharged 

within six months, and is 
estimated to affect more 
than 1,000 members of the 
U.S. Armed Forces. 
Sponsors said such individ- 
uals were unable to perform 
full military duties. 

Mr. Quinn said the 
Defence Department had 
advised Mr. Clinton the pro- 


vision served no legitimate 
military' purpose and that it 
was “arbitrary, unwarranted 
and unwise." 

A joint statement issued 
by Defence Secretatyi 
William . -Petty T. and Geh. 
John ' Shal ilcasfiv ili, chair-- 
man of the military Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said that 
'‘discharging service mem- 
bers deemed fit for duty 
would waste the . govern- 
ment’s investment in the 
training of these individuals 
and be disruptive to the mil- 
itary programmes in which 
they play an integral role.” 



The smashed engine involved in the collision of two New Jersey lYansit commuter 
trains is examined by officials in Secaucus. New Jersey, a suburb of New York City. 
Three died and about 160 were Injured in the accident (Reuter photo) 

3 die in U.S. commuter train crash 


SECAUCUS, N.J. (R) — Two commuter 
trains crashed during the Friday morning 
rush hour a few kilometres outside New 
York City, killing two engineers and a pas- 
senger and injuring more than 200 other 
people, officials said. 

An eastbound train apparently ran a stop 
signal by about three railroad car lengths, 
jumped the tracks and sides* iped a west- 
bound train, said officials with New Jersey 
Transit, which operates the trains. 

The cause of the S:45 a.m. 1 1345 GMT) 
collision in Secaucus, New Jersey, 
remained undetermined but could have 
been a switching problem or human error, 
said Bob Randall, general manager with 
New Jersey Transit. 

“Obviously something went terribly 
wrong,” he said. “It could be switch trouble 
... It could be any number of things, includ- 
ing human error. Basically they were both 
on the same track at the same time." 

Tw'O of the dead were engineers and ihe 
third w'as a passenger who was crushed 
between two sears, said. New Jersey 
Governor Christine Todd Whitman, who 
w r ent to the scene. 

There were 650 passengers on one train 
and 100 on the other. Tearful and badly 
shaken, passengers said they were violently 


tossed around inside the colliding trains. 

“I saw a train coming the other way, and 
all of a sudden there was an unbelievable 
crash,” said passenger John Miles seated in 
the front of the eastbound train. “I felt I was 
rolling over and over and over and 1 wound 
up on the other side of the car.” 

The collision sheared the engineer’s com- 
partment off' the train and twisted and man- 
gled die first rows of seats, he said. 

Some 235 people were injured. 10 seri- 
ously. officials said. Most passengers suf- 
fered cuts and bruises, and some could be 
seen afterward wearing splints, neck braces 
and oxygen masks. 

It was not determined whether the stop 
signal was working, officials said. The 
westbound train had the right of wav, they 
added. 

National Transportation Safety Board 
investigators found the trains’ so-called 
black boxes, similar to aiiplane flight 
recorders, which would disclose how fast 
the traias were travelling and whether they 
applied their brakes, Ms. Whitman said. 

"We have no idea of the cause at this 
point," she said. “They clipped each other, 
and the velocity of the westbound train car- 
ried it well down the tracks. There’s a lot of 
tw isted metal there." 
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I Trip of goodwill 

|HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s impend- 
[ing visit to Mecca to hold a meeting with 
[the Saudi leadership will mark the begin- 
: siing of a new era in relations between the 
[two countries after a hiatus of several 
! years. Before the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
jthe two countries always had the best of 
'ties. Coordination and cooperation 
'between Amman and Riyadh throughout 
jthe past decades was so far-reaching, and 
|at aU levels, that the bond set an example 
for all inter- Arab relations to follow. As an 
expression of this outstanding and exem- 
plary relationship, Saudi Arabia, under 
the reign of the late monarch Faisal Ben 
Abdul Aziz, had even extended the Jor- 
danian coastline on the Gulf of Aqaba in 
1964 by 18 precious kilometres. 

That was a significant border rectifica- 
tion and an important territorial conces- 
sion to Jordan that we can never forget 
Never before had two Arab states made 
territorial concessions to each other, not 
| only in a peaceful manner but also without 
a quid pro quo. In fact, the opposite hap- 
pened when Arab countries fought one 
another over demarcation of border and 
disputed territory. 

Against this background, the hiatus 
could not but be an aberration in every 
sense of the word. 

Yet, why the process of reconciliation 
and restoration of status quo ante has 
taken this long can only be attributed to 
the deep changes in the Arab order that 
resulted from the Gulf crisis and war that 
followed the occupation of Kuwait in 1990. 
For many years thereafter, Jordan paid 
dearly, not so much for what it did itself 
but rather for the colossal error in judge- 
ment by others, namely the regime of Sad- 
dam Hussein in Baghdad. Now that it is 
time to call a spade a spade as far as that 
regime is concerned, we see no reason why 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia cannot patch up 
all past differences and restore confidence 
and warmth to their relationship. And 
what better way is there to crown the 
beginning of a new chapter in ties than to 
hold a summit between the Saudi- Jordan- 
ian laderships, especially at this critical 
juncture in this region’s life? The hope is 
and remains that our two countries would 
not only restore fully all previous ties but 
also strive together to breathe new life in 
the Arab Order whose name and form 
most of us seem to have already forgotten. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AN AL Ra'i columnist Saturday expressed the view 
that the government of Abdul Karim Kabariti has a 
good chance to show distinguished performance thanks 
to the clear objectives contained in King Hussein’s let- 
ter of appointment and given the fact that the new Cab- 
inet is determined and seems ready to respond to the' 
requirements and the challenges of the present and 
future stages. Hussein Abu Rumman said that at the 
same time one cannot be overly optimist, especially as 
the new Cabinet is just about to embark on the serious 
business of handling the numerous issues at hand. How- 
ever. the new government should realise that the extent 
of authority granted to it by the King to carry out reform 
and development should be reflected in the results of its' 
performance, said the writer. The government has to 
prove that it is worthy of the trust and will have no 
excuse if it fails to shoulder its tasks seriously and to 
carry out its duties effectively, he added. The writer said 
the present government has to prove its credibility by 
living up to its commitment of handling urgent prob- 
lems plaguing the nation; and it is the right of the pub- 
lic to expect reform and development in various fields. 

He said that the government can expect a long life only 
in light of its achievements and the success of its man- 
date. 

A COLUMNIST for AI Dust our said Saturday that all 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher did in his 
recent Middle East mission was to persuade Syrian 
■_ President Hafez Assad of the need to keep the Syrian- 
Israeli negotiations alive until at least the date of the 
Israeli genera] elections in May. Even without achiev- 
ing a breakthrough, such negotiations are viewed by 
Washington as essential to help Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres win the coming elections, said Saleh Qal- 
lab. For his part. Mr. Peres, who realises too well that 
President Assad can by no means allow negotiations to 
continue indefinitely without positive results, hoped to 
move the elections date Six months ahead of schedule 
i and for pursuing the talks with Damascus during the 
election campaign in order to achieve any possible 
! progress like, for instance, a declaration of principles, 
j the writer pointed out. 


to be or not to 


THE DEVELOPMENT Bank of the Middle East and 
North Africa is not dead; not yet It is only getting smaller 
— too small to carry out the objectives originally assigned 
to it. The project may be abandoned altogether at some 
point in the future, but that is much better than founding a 
bank that cannot perform the job it was meant to perform. 

When the Amman Economic Summit was concluded on 
Oct 31, 199S, with a lengthy declaration, we sensed that 
for all practical purposes, the bank was finished. What was 
stated in the final declaration was only meant as lace sav- 
ing for the American promoters of the project The decla- 
ration announced in strong words that the bank will final- 
ly decided against participation, especially European 
countries and oil-rich Gulf states, which were supposed to 
contribute a major portion of the bank's capital. America 
undertook to secure enough participants and sufficient 
capital no matter what. 

It is now obvious that it is too early to pronounce the 
bank dead before it is bom. According to recent news, 
America was moving to secure the birth of the bank and 
claimed, without evidence, that 70 per cent of the autho- 
rised capital of $5 billion is already committed. 


Those who know better realise that this movement may 
not be enough to save the project. Another backward step 
was taken to scale down the bank even more, which may 
render the bank irrelevant to the economic development of 
the Middle East and North Africa. 

The paid up capital of the bank was originally contem- 
plated to be $15 billion. It was later reduced to $5 billion. 
Then it was decided that only one quarter of the capital 
will be called, i.e., $1.25 billioo. Finally, it was decided 
that this relatively small amount will be payable over five 
years, i.e., only $250 milli on in the first year. Assuming 
that 70 per cent of the capital is actually subscribed, then 
only $175 million will be made available in the first year, 
hardly enough to meet the start up costs and pay the gen- 
eral and adminis trative expenses which will be incurred, 
let alone the financing of large-scale peace projects in the 
vast region. 

The multi-national Development Batik, thus all but lost 
credibility. First, it is extremely doubtful that the bank wifi 
exist at ail, second, it is even more doubtful that the bank, 
if established, will be able to make a difference. It will 
only serve as a fig leaf to cover up for those who failed to 


be? 

meet their responsibilities towards payment of the peace 
bills. 

By the way, the contemplated Development Bank of the 
Middle and North Africa is not meant only to promote 
and finance regional projects, it will also be charged with 
the responsibility of coordinating the economic and finan- 
cial policies of the Middle Eastern and North African 
countries and Israel This is almost a mission impossible. 
It is not known how an international private sector bank 
will be able to coordinate policies of independent and sov- 
ereign countries which may not like to receive orders and 
adhere to instructions. 

During 1996, the third economic summit/conference will 
convene in Cairo. The question is whether that coming 
summit will be able to breathe life into this feeble project 
or find an alternative, feasible project to replace it Perhaps 
the conference should give the Europeans a chance to pre- 
sent their vision of helping the region economically. Hope- 
fully, the Americans will not, in turn, block the European 
ideas, if any. 




,i f.-iim 
■ tR C' 7 ** 


Small changes, big catastrophes 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

HAVE YOU noticed all 
these foreign experts run- 
ning around loose in Jor- 
dan? Does Jordan suffer 
from a lack of domestic 
experts, other than physi- 
cians? The answer is the 
affirmative. Is our educa- 
tional system to blame? 
Yes. but in ways different 
from what comes to one’s 
mind. Let’s ask one more 
question before we move 
into delineations of the 
answer. 

How can a Jordanian go 
to the U.S. or the U.K., 
receive exceptional training 
at a very high cost to Jor- 
dan. compete there, obtain 
degrees and win awards and 
when he comes back bis 
years of intellectual pro- 
duction become removed 
and alien? And why, for a 
country. that praises educa- 
tion so much, do we still 
lack expert? The answer is 
that the simple rules and 
regulations used in Jordan 
tend to dampen not only the 
desire to excel but also the 
need for the activities that 
create expertise. 

But before we ponder a 
detailed answer to this 
anomaly, let us view what 
is known to students of the 
mathematics of chaos as the 
Butterfly Effect. According 
to this effect, long term pre- 
diction of weather can be 
almost impossible, not 
because events are random 
but because if one wants to 
predict how a system 
behaves he must include all 
the necessary variables. 


Failure to include all vari- 
ables may distort the out- 
comes drastically. For 
example, a butterfly in 
Brazil that has just broken 
its cocoon and started to fly 
can cause a tornado in 
Oklahoma as the dynamic 
effects of the flutter of its 
wings accumulates and 
makes chaos. Small 
changes at the beginning 
accumulate and compound 
in a dynamic system to 
cause catastrophes. That is 
why predicting weather for 
long periods of time is a 
difficult and almost impos- 
sible task. But what does all 
this have to do with our 
lack of experts? We have 
instituted small rules that at 
first seem insignificant, yet 
they lead to drastic behav- 
ioural modfi cations. 

There are many things 
that we do in Jordan to 
destroy specialised knowl- 
edge and training, and since 
most the so-called experts 
come from academia, I will 
use this field to demonstrate 
my view. Let’s consider the 
case of a fresh Ph.D, who 
has just graduated from an 
academic institution in the 
U.S. with a major in eco- 
nomics. The first thing he is 
asked about applying for an 
academic position in Jordan 
is his grade point average. 
In the U.S., he would have 
been asked about who his 
dissertation advisor was 
and what he wrote about 
because when one obtains a 
doctorate degree the most 
important piece of knowl- 
edge about him is* his dis- 
sertation and’ at times 


be/she is asked to present 
something from bis thesis 
to the department in order 
to decide whether what be 
did was worthwhile or not 
Note how one’s research is 
emphasised in the West 
while we opt for the easier, 
lazier measure which is the 
evaluation of grades which 
vary from one university to 
another and never say any- 
thing about the different 
classes or the difficulties of 
the course that a person 
took. Therefore, it is as if 
we tell people to take easy 
courses to make sure your 
grades are high if you want 
a job in Jordan. 

The next thing we tell 
these young scholars is that 
anything they publish from 
tbeir dissertation doesn’t 
count toward academic pro- 
motions. Why? There is a 
simple rule in Jordan that 
states: anything used 

toward a promotion can’t 
be resubmitted or used 
again for another -promo- 
tion. Therefore, a disserta- 
tion that has been written in 
partial fulfillment of the 
requirements of a doctorate 
degree can’t be used again 
for promotion purposes. It 
has already been used once, 
and any part of it that is 
published doesn’t count as 
a publication for promo- 
tional purpose. This simple 
rule is so utterly mundane, 
naive, and catastrophic to 
Jordan. 

These dissertations which 
every Jordanian doctorate 
must put behind hup as 
soon as this person joins the 
Jordanian sphere are the 


. best works produced by 
these scholars, possibly 
throughout their whole 
careers. Why? Because dis- 
sertations are usually writ- 
ten under the tutelage and 
guidance of world 
renowned scholars whose 
salaries we can’t afford in 
Jordan, and with the use of 
tools and equipment that is 
state of the an and not 
available in Jordan, with a 
drive and zeal that is not 
hampered by the mind-bog- 
gling distractions of 
bureaucrats. In short these 
dissertations are the best 
works of these Jordanians. 
When we tell them to forget 
about their true works of 
research, we are asking 
them to give up specialised 
knowledge obtained under 
the best academic circum- 
stances. Thus, in a single 
rule that seems so harmless, 
we are able to destroy the 
possibility for our Jordan- 
ian scholars to become 
world renowned. 

As if the disregard of 
one's crowning achieve- 
ment isn’t enough, he is 
saddled with a huge teach- 
ing load — four courses for 
an assistant or associate 
professor and three courses 
for a full professor. This 
teaching load is typical in 
the U.S. of teaching, non- 
research oriented 

universities and colleges. In 
these universities teachers 
are promoted because of 
their teaching skills. How- 
ever. in research 
universities, the assistant 
professors are given a two- 
course load per semester in 


order that they may devote 
the rest of their time to 
research and grant genera- 
tion. In the first four to five 
years of an assistant profes- 
sor’s career, the teaching 
load is limited to two sec- 
tions of the same course in 
order to reduce the person's 
course preparation time and 
thereby afford him more 
time to devote to research 
publishing. Compare this to 
what goes on in Jordanian 
universities: the new com- 
ers are given the worst 
courses at the worst time 
because they usually have 
no political backing. You 
will realise immedi&ely 
that although we want to 
change and improve we 
aren’t willing to foot the 
bill. 

So a person is told to for- 
get his dissertation, is given 
a teaching load of four 
courses a semester which is . 
another drain on intellectu- 
al creativity and is forced to 
search for something else to 
write about The quality of 
his new research work will 
not match that of his disser- 
tation in which his inputs 
and those of the industry 
greats were used and for the 
rest of his academic career 
he writes about things that 
he wasn’t really trained for. 
But this isn’t the end of the 
story, there is more. 

Another simple factor that 
deprives Jordan having 
domestic experts is the lack 
of protection of intellectual 
property rights. Therefore, 
once a person becomes an 
expert his creation will not 
be protected from theft and 


plagiarism. Thus, he win 
not reap the rewards of his 
hard work. At the end of the 
day, a rational person who 
desires to increase his 
income becomes a general- 
ist and pandering his 
knowledge in different 
fields of expertise and 
squandering all that pre- 
cious human capital which 
cost him and Jordan so 
much to obtain. Further- 
more. since intellectual 
property is not protected, 
businesses have no incen- 
tive to support scientific 
research or hire out Jordan- 
ian professors as consul- 
tants. Instead they simply 
copy original works or pur- 
chase counterfeits. Thus, 
not only is the quality of the 
intellectual output lowered 
but also the demand for the 
services of the Jordanian 
scholar is diminished. 

\ • A small promotion rule, a 
heavy teaching load and 
. ...lack of protection for intel- .... 

lecual property, all conspire A " 
to make academicians gen- • 
eralists. The nation then f f. “ ; 

calls upon the expertise of j . . 

foreign experts, some of * — -■ 

whom are Jordanians who . j)ff frpriH 
opted to stay abroad and \[ .’ 
hone their skills. Most sig- 
nificantly we end up wast- *, 

ing the fruits of all the train- ^ ;/ V ■ - " 

ing received by our brains 
at a time when they had . ~ ;: - r 
resources and tools at their ^ 
disposal. Small changes caD : / - 
lead to major changes and 
some times catastrophes; 
that is what the rules of the ■ 

mathematics of chaos tell 
us. r /-, 



‘Terror’ drives U.S. diplomats from Mid-East 


By Robert Fisk 


BEIRUT — Washington’s 
decision on Wednesday to 
withdraw its embassy staff 
from Khartoum — far 
from being just a response 
to another “terrorise threat 
— represents another fun- 
damental shrinkage of 
America’s presence in the 
Middle East. Its departure 
from Sudan, at a time 
when the world is being 
asked to applaud Washing- 
ton’s reported success in 
an Arab-Israeli peace, 
naans that not a single 
American diplomat 

remains in more than half 
the land mass of the Mid- 
dle East. 

For the U.S. now has no 
embassies in Afghanistan, 
Iran, Iraq. Libya and — in 
a few days — Sudan. Its 
diplomats live in virtual 
fortresses in Algiers, 
Beirut and Cairo; U.S. cit- 
izens are still banned from 
travelling to Lebanon and 
are advised to take special 
security precautions in 
Egypt, the West Bank, 
Gaza and, in the last 24 
hours, in Saudia Arabia as 
well. The shrinkage will 
inevitably mean that U.S. 
intelligence — never very 
impressive in the Middle 
East — will be even more 
ineffective. 

The United States aban- 
doned Iran after its diplo- 
mats were taken hostage 
by followers of Ayatollah 
Khomeini in 1980. and 


closed its compound in 
Baghdad after Saddam 
Hussein’s invasion of 
Kuwait 10 years later. The 
departure of 30 U.S. diplo- 
mats from Khartoum on 
commercial flights over 
the next few days will 
mark the third time Wash- 
ington has evacuated the 
Sudanese capital in a 
decade. In 1986, 200 
American diplomats and 
dependants were flown out 
of Khartoum after an 
embassy communications 
officer was shot and seri- 
ously wounded in the city, 
in 1993, more diplomats ’ 
families received State 
Department orders to leave 
after Washington put 
Sudan on a list of countries 
that “sponsor terrorism.’' 

The latest evacuation 
follows the U.N. Security 
Coundl’s demand that 
Sudan hand over three 
men who it claimed were 
responsible ' for the 
attempted assassination of 
President Hosni Mubarak 
of Egypt in Ethiopia lost 
June. The men — all 
believed to be Egyptian — 
tried to kill the leader of 
America's most important 
Arab ally when he arrived 
in a motorcade to attend 
the Organisation of 
African Unity conference 
in Addis Ababa. 

American diplomats 
from Khartoum will be 
relocated, according to the 
State Department, in a 
“neighbouring country" — 


probably Egypt, although 
Nairobi has been used as a 
bolt-hole in the past — to 
“maintain contact" with 
Sudan. No such evacua- 
tion, however, can be con- 
templated from Riyadh, 
where U.S. sources 
claimed on Wednesday 
that they had received 
“new and disturbing 
reports that... American 
interests will be targeted 
by terrorists." U.S. citizens 
were advised to watch out 
for letter bombs. Five 
American military advis- 
ers to the Saudi National 
Guard — responsible for 
Saudi Arabia's war against 
Islamist militants who 
claim the kingdom is cor- 
rupt — were killed in a 
car-bomb explosion in 
Riyadh last November. 

Washington's isolation 
with in the Middle East 
has been further increased 
by the renewal of the U.S. 
travel ban on Lebanon, 
imposed after the 1985 
hijack of a TWA jet to 
Beirut but allegedly main- 
tained because of Ameri- 
ca's fear that “terrorists" 
remain in Lebanon. The 
State Department — 
which loyally followed 
Israel’s demand for the 
disarming of Hizbollah 
guerrillas attacking Israel’s 
occupation army in south- 
ern Lebanon — says that it 
wishes the Lebanese gov- 
ernment to take further 
steps to hunt down the 
men who killed the U.S. 


ambassador to Beirut in 
1976. and 241 U.S. ser- 
vicemen in 1983. 

Such demands are at 
odds with the scene in the 
Beirut supreme court, in 
which two Palestinians 
have been on trial for the 
1976 kidnapping of the 
ambassador, Francis 
Meloy. Although the 
Lebanese authorities are 
asking for the death penal- 
ty against the men, one of 
whom has admitted dri- 
ving the kidnappers' car, 
not a single U.S. diplomat 
has turned up for the hear- 
ings. And since U.S. citi- 
zens are more at risk in 
Algeria — where dozens 
of foreigners have been 
murdered by Islamists — 
or in Egypt, where an 
American is among those 
killed by Islamist gunmen 
— the travel ban on 
Lebanon looks more than 
ever political. 

It has already cut the 
U.S. out of the lion's share 
of post-war. Lebanese 
reconstruction being 
gained by France. Britain. 
Germany and other Euro- 
pean nations. Middle East 
Airlines, the Lebanese car- 
rier. needs to renew its 
ageing Boeing 707s. but 
now seems likely to give 
replacement orders to Air- 
bus. 


The Independent 
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Conflicting figures 


To the Editor 


IN YOUR report (GUVS president says there are 
400,000 disabled in the Kingdom, Jordan Times Jan. 30, 
1996) the president of the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS), Dt Abdullah Khatib, was quoted as 
saying that the findings of the Department of Statistics 
(DOS) 1994 census on the number of disabled Jordanian 
were inaccurate. 

The figure released by DOS. 46.940 disabled Jordani- 
ans, or I 3 per cent of the population, was completed 
rejected by Dr. Khatib, who said that there are 400,000 
disablol, constituting 10 per cent of the population. 

We find it necessary to clarify the following points 
related to the general methodology used in our surveys 
and m the 1994 survey in particular. 

— - A technical committee consisting of representatives from 
various ministries, such as the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Social Development. Ministry of Labour, etc. participated in 
the drawing up of a questionnaire for the survey. 

~ A 1 ^ recommendations and definitions of the United 
Nations Organisations or other international agencies are taken 
mio consideration during all survey stages, especially the 
methods of the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

™ revis i 0n “ made of all questionnaires to 

ensure the implementation of the latest statistical concepts. 

*¥* Dr : Kilaub d,d n ot study the details of the ques- 
tionnaire as he misjudged its contents. Dr. Khatib focused on 
one question only and ignored the other ten. 

ipanc th^r 2^ P* 1 " c ? m °f total Jordanian population 

leans that 7 per cent of households have a handicapped per- 


means 

son. 


J55 tha , t the atwv ' is acceptable witb- 

BK ZSEP 0 -?.P^cen L Kuwait's 0.4 percent, 
ayna s t per cent and Tunisia’s 0.9 r**r 


Public Relations, 
Department of Statistics. 
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Saudi visit reflects Jordan's role 
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* meeting as soon as possi- 
■ ble."' 

Another topic the Crown 
prince discussed with Presi- 
dept Demrrel was the "need 
for alleviating the suffering of 
the Iraqi people,” and the 
prince “explained Jordan's 
position regarding the need 
to maintain the territorial un- 
itv and integrity of Iraq.” said 
the source. 

Also discussed was the 
ongoing dialogue on a 
Jordanian-Europcan part- 
nership in view of the 
Tarki&h-European part- 
nership, according to the 
source. 

- The Crown Prince's talks 
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over the weekend with King 
Hassan II of Morocco were 
Jordan's approach to the 
Mediterranean and rhe Arab 
World in general in terms of 
the Kingdom's foreign policy, 
said the source. 

“King Hassan has fully 
pledged his country’s support 
for Jordan's peace-building 
efforts and gave his backing 
for the proposed water con- 
ference to be hosted by Jor- 
dan," according to the 
source. 

"The diplomatic initiatives 
of the Hashemite leadership 
have shown dearly the future 
patterns of Jordan's foreign 
policy, and the factors that 
govern its implementation 
added the source. 


Likud to accept May 28 polls 


(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli withdrawal from the 
Syrian Golan Heights. 

Mr. Peres’ challenger for 
the prime minister's job. 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu, is against any 
land-for-peace deal with 


Syria. A Gallup poll pub- 
lished on Friday gave Mr. 
Peres 52 per cent of the vote 
versus 30 per cent for Mr. 
Netanyahu and seven per 
cent for possible independent 
candidate David Levy. 


IRA urged to denounce violence 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Martin McGuinness 
(Sinn Fein number two) 
approve of what has been 
done and are following the 
leadership of the IRA in its 
return to violence." 

“The IRA have put them- 
selves out of the process.” he 
said. 

Mr. Adams earlier said he 
regretted "an unprecedented 
opportunity for peace has 
foundered on the refusal of 
the British government and 
the unionist leaders to enter 
into dialogue and substantive 
negotiations. 

“1 appeal for calm.” Mr. 
Adams said after the bomb- 
ing. “Sinn Fein's peace 
strategy remains as the main 
function of our party.” 

In a coded statement made 
Saturday morning to Irish 
state radio and television 
RTE. the IRA claimed re- 
sponsibility for the bomb, 
adding that the “regrettable 
injuries” that occurred could 
have been avoided if security 
forces had acted promptly 
“on clear and specific warn- 
ings." 

The explosion resulted 
from a bomb consisting of as 
much as half a tonne of ex- 
plosives packed into a “van, 
London police said Saturday. 

The final estimate for dam- 
age caused by the blast could 
be as high as £85 million 


($130 million), according to 
an insurance assessor who 
visited the damaged build- 
ings. 

In Nonhem Ireland, police 
said Saturday that steps were 
being taken to reintroduce 
security measures which had 
heen relaxed in response to 
the ceasefire. 

They added that where 
necessary it would involve 
calling on support from the 
British army which has. in all 
but a tiny area of the pro- 
vince, been confined to bar- 
racks for months. 

Police were back in flak 
jackets, controls were back in 
place at the airport and 
checkpoints were manned on 
roads joining Protestant and 
Catholic areas of Belfast. 

Daylight Saturday revealed 
the extent of the blast dam- 
age in London. 

Over a radius of 100 
metres, not a window re- 
mained intact in the towering 
office and apartment blocks 
of the Canary Wharf financial 
and media centre. 

Shop and building fronts 
were blown out and mangled. 

A vast expanse of broken 
glass, ankle-deep in places, 
turned to a shimmering snow- 
field. 

Forensic expens continued 
Saturday to carry out a search 
of the blasi-w : racked area 
near South Quay station 
where the explosion took 
place. 


IMF credit is confidence vote 

i Continued from page 12) 




support for staples. In 
1996, the government eli- 
minated '-what is seen as 
well-to-do middle class — 
meaning an average family 
monthly income of JD 500 
— from subsidies. 

Reforms in the civil ser- 
vice and pension system im- 
ply ceilings on new appoint- 
ments in the bureaucracy 
and salaries. The resistance 
that the government put up 
against parliamentary calls 
for considerable increases 
in civil service salaries and 
to agree to an across-the- 
board increase of JD lu was 
partly with an eye on its 
need to remain within the 
range set under the econo- 
mic restructuring program- 
me. 

“Overall, these measures 
represent a more deter- 
mined effort to promote the 
role of the private sector in 
the economy through an 
overhaul of the regulatory 
framework, a comprehen- 
sive reform of public sector 
enterprises, an intensified 
action plan for privatisa- 
tion, and, for the first time, 
an undertaking for the di- 
vestment of government 
holdings in the productive 
sectors," said the IMF. 

“In their totality, these 
reforms would enable Jor- 
dan to reap significant be- 
nefits in the regional and 
international economies,” 
added the world body. 

The IMF also acknow- 
ledged the need to ensure 
that the low-income seg- 
ment of the Jordanian soci- 
ety does not suffer as a 
result of the reforms. 

“The programme envis- 
ages several measures to 
strengthen the social safety 
net to protect the poor from 
the temporary hardships of 
the economic reform pro- 
cess,” it said, noting the 
introduction of the coupon 
system for subsidies and 
direct aid to poor families. 

It also noted that the 
National Aid Fund (NAF) 
was extending its coverage 
to include all poor families 
and that the fund would 
administer direct cash 
transfers intended to com- 
pensate for a cut in the 
subsidy for wheat. 


“Over the medium term, 
broad-based sustainable 
real growth remains the 
most effet way to raise the 
living standard of the 
population and reduce 
property,” the IMF said. 

However, Jordan's way 
ahead is not that easy, it 
added. “Even with prog- 
rammed macroeconomic 
adjustment and strengtbend 
reform measures, external 
financing gaps are pro- 
jected to persist over the 
medium term,” it said. 
“Timely availability of ex- 
ternal assistance on 
appropriate terms will be 
crucial ro support imple- 
mentation of the govern- 
ment’s programme and to 
achieve a rapid and signifi- 
cant build-up in reserves.” 


Bosnia hangs over U.S. elections 


By Laurence McQuillan 
Reuter 

MANCHESTER, New 
Hampshire — With almost 
eerie symbolism, the first 
death of an American sol- 
dier in Bosnia came as U.S. 
President Bill Gimon was 
campaigning in the stale 
that holds the first presiden- 
tial primary. The fates of 
both missions are insepara- 
ble. 

With public opinion polls 
showing a gradual increase 
in support for Mr. Gimon 
as the political election year 
heats up, the president and 
his advisors clearly know 
(hat a military debacle in 
Bosnia would dash all his 
dreams of winning a second 
term. 


Word of (he first fatality 
came as Mr. Ointon was 
wrapping up a two-day trip 
to New Hampshire, which 
on Feb. 20 holds (he 
nation's first presidential 


primary. 
Mr. Cli 


Mr. Ginton faces no chal- 
lengers for the presidential 
nomination of the Democ- 
ratic Party, but bad come 
here to counter some of the 
Republican criticism of his 
policies that dominates 
their debate. 

Walking along a street 
lined with supporters waiv- 
ing his campaign placards 
in snow-covered Manches- 
ter Saturday, Mr. Clinton 
was asked about the death 
of the serviceman, who 
accidentally stepped on a 
landmine. 


At first Mr. Clinton fol- 
lowed the time-honoured 
tradition of modem Ameri- 
can politicians, pretending 
not to hear the question and 
walking away. 

A few moments laier, Mr. 
Ginton wheeled around 
and walked back to the 
small cluster of reporters he 
had jusr ignored. 

“I told the American peo- 
ple when we started that the 
pbee was filled with land- 
mines," he said almost 
defensively. “It’s our 
biggest danger and we’re 
going to have to redouble 
our efforts." 

The comments almost 
made it sound as though 
Mr. Clinton had been 
pushed into sending 20,000 
U.S. troops into Bosnia by 


an insistent public. The 
reality was just the oppo- 
site. 

Mr. Clinton and his confi- 
dants are well aware that 
American public sentiment, 
while sickened by the 
bloodletting in Bosnia, has 
never been enthusiastic 
about risking American 
lives to end it. 

Clearly, the Clinton 
remarks and the campaign 
setting in which they were 
delivered did not satisfy the 
president or his aides. 

A short time later. White 
House officials hurried 
around reading to reporters 
a more carefully prepared 
statement written under Mr. 
Qimon's name. 

Later, against the more 
presidential and impressive 


backdrop of Air Force One, 
Gimon stood in the biting 
cold and read the more 
reassuring remarks — in 
hopes the television image 
carried into millions of 
homes would have less 
political overtones attached 
to it. 

The White House imme- 
diately tried to downplay 
the potential political impli- 
cations of the peacekeeping 
mission — mindful that 
republicans vying for their 
party's presidential nomi- 
nation may fuel the issue. 

“Jr is not a day for poli- 
tics," White House Press 
Secretary Mike McCurry 
said. “The president contin- 
ues to believe it is neces- 
sary to continue the mis- 
sion." 


White House political 
operatives know dial the 
commitment of U.S. troops 
to the NATO-led peace- 
keeping force created a 
politically risky situation 
during an election contest 
that continues until Novem- 
ber. 

“We hope politics will 
end at the nation's shore- 
line,” said one official, opti- 
mistically hoping foreign 
affairs would be above par- 
tisan politics. 

Bosnia currently is nor an 
issue in the election. It will 
stay that way as long as the 
list of young Americans 
dying in Bosnia remains 
short 


Face it, prohibition of narcotics is not working 


By Anthony Lewis 

BOSTON — When Bill 
Clinton named General 
Barry R. McCaffrey to 
“lead our nation's battle 
against drugs at home and 
abroad,” he said General 
McCaffrey would need, to 
succeed, “a force far larger 
than he has ever command- 
ed before — he needs ail of 
us.” 

What General McCaffrey 
really needs is a quality that 
has been lacking in White 
House drug czars and other 
leaders of American drug 
policy for decades. That is 
an open mind: the ability to 
look at the policy of drug 
prohibition and appraise,* 
realistically, what good and 
what harm it is doing to 
society. 

An honest appraisal, 
looking coolly at the 
results, would have to con- 
clude that 80 years of prohi- 
bition have been a disas- 


trous failure. Drugs ore as 
plentiful as over on the 
streets. Prisons arc crowded 
with nonviolent drug 
offenders. And the costs of 
the losing war are bleeding 
society, not just in money 
but in ravaged cities and 
mined lives. 

More and more people 
who have opened their 
minds are concluding that 
prohibition is not the solu- 
tion; it is the problem. As in 
America’s “noble experi- 
ment” with alcohol, prohi- 
bition creates a criminal 
market for the outlawed 
product and corrupts the 
law. 

The conservative maga- 
zine National Review 
comes out against drug pro- 
hibition in its current issue, 
dated Feb. 12. It is an 
impressive issue, including 
comments by se\en people 
who have studied the prob- 
lem. 

The editors themselves 


say: “It is our judgment that 
the war on drugs has failed, 
that it is diverting inielli- 
gent energy away from how 
to deal with the problem of 
addiction, that n is wasting 
our resources and that it is 
encouraging civil, judicial 
and penal procedures asso- 
ciated with police states.” 

Anyone who criticises 
prohibition as a drug policy 
is likely to be attacked as a 
radical, a friend of narcotics 
and so on. It is hard to say 
that of National Review's 
editors. Indeed. they 
deplore the use of drugs. 
Their judgment is a practi- 
cal one. 

William F. Buckley Jr., 
the conservative guru and 
founder of National 
Review, says: “The cost of 
the drug war is many limes 
more painful, in all its man- 
ifestations, than would be 
the licensing of drugs com- 
bined with intensive educa- 
tion... We have seen a sub- 


stantial reduction in the use 
of tobacco over the last 30 
years, and this is not 
because tobacco became 
illegal but because a sen- 
tient community began, in 
substantial numbers, to 
apprehend the high cost of 
tobacco to human health ” 
Steven B. Duke of the 
Yale Law School quotes the 
previous drug czar. Dr. Lee 
Brown, as saying (hat drugs 
“are behind much of the 
crime we see on our streets 
today.” The statement 
would have been correct. 
Professor Duke says, if it 
had started with the words 
“Prohibition of.” 

He writes of the war on 
drugs: “If its purpose is to 
make criminals out of one 
in three African-American 
males, it has succeeded. If 
its purpose is to create one 
of (he highest crime rates in 
the world — and thus to 
provide permanent fodder 
for demagogues who decry 


crime and promise to do 
something about it — it is 
achieving that end. If its 
purpose is de facto repeal of 
the Bill of Rights, victory is 
well in sight... If purpose its 
is to destroy our inner cities 
by making them war zones, 
triumph is near.” 

Another commentator, 
Ethan Nadelmann of the 
Lindesmith Centre in New 
York, shows the cruel 
results of drug enforcers' 
zealotry. Doctors, afraid of 
prosecution, withhold opi- 
ates that could ease the pain 
of terminal patients. Vic- 
tims of multiple sclerosis 
and glaucoma are denied 
the marijuana that would 
help them, as are patients 
for whom it would reduce 
the nausea that results from 
chemotherapy. 

In this election year, it is 
hardly necessary to say that 
no leading politician in 
Washington will look hon- 
estly at the cost of drug pro- 


hibition — not President 
Bill Clinton, not congres- 
sional leaders. They will all 
assume their tough-on- 
drugs pose. 

Nor does there seem to be 
much hope of fresh think- 
ing from General McCaf- 
frey. Shortly before his 
appointment, he told the 
conservative Heritage 
Foundation: “This isn't a 
tough problem like AIDS or 
racism or poverty. We know 
where the drugs are grown, 
we know where they’re 
moved...” In other words, 
go on with the interdiction 
efforts that have failed so 
dismally. 

It would be nice if the 
next rime a drug official 
talked to the Heritage Foun- 
dation — or any audience 
— someone had the 
courage to point out, like 
National Review, that the 
policy has no clothes. 

The New York Times 


Syria, Iraq seek united water stand 


(Continued from page I) 


Syrian Foreign Ministry, ac- 
cused Turkey of turning 
down two invitations to hold 
ministerial talks with Syria 
and Iraq over the water dis- 
pute. 

Mr. Rifai said the Arab 
League had put the Eup- 
hrates issue and the establish- 
ment of an Arab water stu- 
dies centre in Damascus on 
the agenda of an Arab fore- 
ign ministers meeting on 
March 13. 

Officials said the foreign 
ministers of Syria. Farouk Al 
Sharaa, and Iraq, Moham- 
mad Al Sahaf. might hold 
Talks on the sidelines of the 
Cairo meeting to coordinate 
their stand on the water 
issue. 

Mohammad Al Hasbani. 
an official at the Syrian 


Irrigation Ministry, said the 
level of pollution in waters 
coming to Syria from Turkey 
was' very high. 

"The waters coming to the 
Euphrates through the 
Balikha tributary are as pol- 
luted as sewage waters." Mr. 
Hasbani said. 

Syria has called for the 
signing of a permanent water- 
sharing agreement with Tur- 
key to replace a provisional 
accord requiring Turkey to 
allow the flow of 5(H) cubic 
metres of water to Syria per 
second. 

But Turkey, which accuses 
Syria of backing the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) fighting 
for a Kurdish homeland in 
southeast Turkey, has been 
cool to the Syrian demapd. 


Sudan hunts 

(Continued from page 12) 

cuses Sudan of arming and 
training militants in Egypt. 

Eritrea and Uganda have 
severed their diplomatic ties 
with Sudan and the Organisa- 
tion for African Unity 
(OAU) has backed 
Ethiopia’s claims against 
Khartoum. 

The threat of sanctions also 
cast a looming shadow over 
Sudan's already suffering 
economy. 

Since the 1989 coup which 
brought President Omar Al- 
Bashir to power in 1989. the 
value of the Sudanese pound 
dropped from five to the dol- 
lar to reach 950 to the dollar 
in private exchanges. 

Mr. Kahlifa insisted Khar- 
toum has cooperated fully 
“ever since Ethiopia made its 
extradition demand in Au-, 
gust 1995.” 


U.S. will increase its presence — Perry 


(Continued from page 2) 

hope to overthrow a govern- 
ment which works to imple- 
ment the divine laws,” he 
said, quoted by the official 
Iranian news agency. "There 
are no weapons which can 
destroy righteousness.” 

Mr. Farrakhan. leader of 


the Nation of Islam in the 
United States, was referring 
to a $20 million U.S. prog- 
ramme of covert action 
aimed at moderating Iran 
“The United States had 
belter spend the money in a 
better place." said Mr. Far- 
rakhan, who was in Iran at 
the invitation of the Orga- 


nisation of Islamic Culture 
and Communication (OICC). 

He praised the Iranian re- 
volution which toppled the 
pro-American Shah and ex- 
pressed the hope that Islam 
would also "conquer" the 
United States "which is col- 
lapsing under financial and 
sexual corruption, immoral- 
ity. injustice and discrimina- 
tion.” 


U.S. ambassador eyes 
Lebanese recovery 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The new U.S. ambassador to 
Lebanon assured Lebanese 
Americans here that there is 
"no nobler assignment for a 
foreign service officer like 
myself* than to assist in the 
Lebanese recovery following 
the country's 17-year-old civil 
war which ended in the early 
nineties. * 

Richard H. Jones was 
speaking Feb. 8 at a recep- 
tion in his honour hosted by 
the Lebanese ambassador. 
Dr. Riad Tabbarah. at the 
Lebanese embassy here. 

He said no date has been 
set for his departure to Leba- 
non but he said he expects to 
leave “very, very soon." 
Lebanon has been without an 
American ambassador since 
November 1994 when 
Ambassador Mark G. Hamb- 
ley returned home on medic- 
al leave. He is now the Spe- 
cial Representative at the 
Commission on Sustainable 
Development at the State 
Department. 

Recalling that in his 
swearing-in ceremony he 


spoke about the "hard times” 
that befell- Lebanon in the 
seventies and eighties. Mr. 
Jones noted that the country 
is now recovering from that 
period. 

He continued, “And 1 can 
think of no nobler assignment 
of a foreign service officer 
like myself to have than to be 
able to work to help assist in 
that recovery process.” 

Mr. Jones added that 
building stronger relations 
between the two countries 
“will very much contribute to 
that (recovery), and I certain- 
ly have that as my number 
one goal.” 

Two issues of immediate 
concern to the Lebanese gov- 
ernment and the Lebanese- 
American community — the 
ban on travel to Lebanon and 
on the country's national air- 
line landing in the United 
States — were raised. 

Ambassador Tabarrah 
alluded to the two issues 
when he pointed out that Mr. 
Jones would be making a 
stopover in Europe and using 
a U.S. helicopter in Cyprus 


for his last leg to Beirut. He 
expressed hope that on the 
next trip to Beirut Mr. Jones 
can travel directly and see 
how "friendly the Lebanese 
people are at the airport." 

After mentioning that the 
U.S. government felt- justi- 
fied in imposing and con- 
tinuing the travel ban. 
Ambassador Jones said one 
of his tasks in Beirut "will be 
to try and create conditions 
which will allow my govern- 
ment to lift the ban.” 

He added. "1 am not sure I 
can do it in a few months. I 
do not want to promise any- 
thing. Let's put it this way: I 
can’t promise results but I 
can promise effort.” 

He concluded by saying 
that he takes his assignment 
in Beirut “extremely serious- 
ly’’ and promised to work 
“very- hard to bring that day 
forward” when the historical- 
ly “warm and close” ties be-' 
tween the two countries will ■ 
be reestablished once these 
"certain barriers” are over- 
come. 
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Arab economy lags 
behind population growth 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Arab per capita income has 
steadily declined over the 
past 15 years because the 
economy has failed to match 
growth in the population, 
according to the internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Between 1WIJ and IW5. 
the population of the 22- 
memher Arab League grew 
by an average three per cent 
annually while the rate of 
economic growth did not ex- 
ceed one per cent, the IMF 
said in a study to a recent 
seminar in Abu Dhabi. 

As a result, the per capita 
income in the Arab World 
declined by around 1.5 per 
cent during that period at a 
time wheiMhe other develop- 
ing nations recorded a growth 
of three per cent." said the 
study, obtained Saturday. 

“In general, the growth in 
the Arab per capita income in 
the past 15 years was dis- 
appointing whether in abso- 
lute value or in comparison 
with other countries. This has 
also aggravated the unem- 
ployment problem." it 


added. 

The IMF gave no reason 
for the slow growth rate in 
the Arab states but most oil 
producing members, mainly 
those in Ihe Gulf, started to 
record negative growth after 
the mid I9N0*.. when crude 
prices began to fall. 

According to official Arab 
repons, the economies of 
some non-oil members have 
gained momentum over the 
past few years due to re- 
forms. But weak oil prices 
have kept pressure on the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) of Saudi Arabia and 
mheT Gulf oil producers, 
which have also announced 
reform plans. 

After a rocketing growth in 
the GDP of more than III per 
cent during the oil boom of 
late lM7*ls. the economies of 
Gulf states slumped to as low 
•as two per cent in the late 
IWris while some of them 
recorded zero growth in some 
years. 

The IMF said the rapid 
population growth and slow 


economy had created .serious 
unemployment problems in 
many Arab nations. 

"The pressure on the Arab 
labour market will continue 
in the future because more 
than 5tl peT cent of the 
population arc aged below 15 
years." it said. 

"In the oil producing mem- 
bers. especially in the Gulf, 
rhere are no serious unem- 
ployment problems but they 
are facing challenges in find- 
ing jobs for the increasing 
number of nationals joining- 
the workforce.” ■ the study 
added. 

The report said low econo- 
mic performance in the oil 
states had narrowed the gap 
in the per capita income in 
the Arab region. But 'it re- 
mained vast in the case of 
super-rich and impoverished 
members, it added. 

"For example, the per 
capita income in the two 
wealthiest members. Kuwait 
and Oatur. is nearly 75 times 
that in the two poorest mem- 
bers. Sudan and Somalia." 
the report pointed out. 


China will not liquidate loss-making 
state firms the ‘capitalist way’ 


BEIJING (Agencies) — 
Chinese Premier Li Peng has 
said reform of state enter- 
prises cannot follow the capi- 
talist model, with bankrupt- 
cies and layoffs, for fear of 
mass unemployment, pro- 
China Hong Kong newspap- 
ers have reported. 

The premier's call for a 
go-slow approach to one of 
the thorniest problems in 
China’s embrace of market 
economics came as a major 
state bank said it suffered 
losses of 60 million yuan 
($7.2 million) in the bank- 
ruptcy of a state-run textile 
firm. 

The branch of the Indust- 
rial and Commercial Bank of 
China in the northeastern city 
of Harbin said the Harbin 
Knitting and Textile Co. 
feigned bankruptcy to avoid 
repaying debts. 

In interviews with Hong 
Kong’s three Beijing-backed 
newspapers, Mr. Li said Chi- 
na would not liquidate loss- 
making firms the “capitalist, 
way” with massive closures, 
bankruptcies and layoffs. I 

“If China were to use such 
capitalist methods, it would 
shirk its responsibility to the 
people and it would trigger 
social unrest.’’ Mr. Li was 
quoted as saying by the Wen 
Wei Bo newspaper. “There 
was one firm that cut more 
than lOff.OOO jobs in one shot. 
Obviously we could not do 


that.” 

China had yet to establish a 
comprehensive system of so- 
cial security, including old- 
age pensions, medical care 
schemes and unemployment 
insurance, Mr. Li said. 

China would “gradually 
progress” towards providing 
such a safety net. he said, 
adding that-he could not con- 
fidently say whether the net 
would be firmly in place even 
after a decade. 

“Capitalist society has 
taken more than 100 years to 
do so,” Mr. Li was quoted as 
saying. 

In reforming the lumbering 
state sector, China would 
help firms that were critical 
to state plans or popular wel- 
fare. Less important firms 
would be given more free- 
dom to reform and restruc- 
ture, but with emphasis on 
avoiding closures. 

State media backed the 
cautious approach to bank- 
ruptcy, and said ailing firms 
were turning to liquidation to 
avoid repaying loans or to 
cover other defects. 

“Feigning bankruptcy 
causes grave losses to credi- 
tors — namely banks — and 
also disguises the managerial 
shortcomings and defects of 
those firms themselves,” the 
Financial News said in an 
editorial on the Harbin film's 
bankruptcy. 


The economic daily said 
that while bankruptcy was 
inevitable in some cases, 
“China should firmly block 
firms from using bankruptcy 
as a way to repudiate debts.” 

Analysts say China’s state 
banks are caught between 
massive non-performing 
loans, due to government 
pressure to keep lending to 
ailing state enterprise to avoid 
painful job cuts, and losses 
when those firms go broke. 

“Borrowers’ bankruptcies 
are so common in other state 
banks, that people say that 
the bankruptcies of state, en- 
terprises equal the bankrupt- 
cies of state banks,” an offi- 
cial of the Industrial and 
Commercial Bank said in 
Beijing. “China has no effec- 
tive ways to protect creditors' 
rights.” 

About 70 per cent of Chi- 
na's 100,000 state enterprises 
are in the red, with 40 per 
ceqt suffering chronic de- 
ficits. a Chinese, economist 
said. He estimated that of 
these enterprises' 90 million 
employees. 20 million were 
redundant. 

A poll last month by the 
State Commission for Econo- 
mic Restructuring found that 
ailing state firms had average 
debt-asset ratios of 80 per 
cent and relied on state bank 
loans for 95 per cent of their 
working capital. 


THE Daily Crossword by Bernice Gordon 


ACROSS 
1 Setting of 
precious stones 
5 Sour 

1 0 Attention from 
the nurse 

13 King of Norway 

14 Waterwheel 

1 5 Mets’ stadium 

16 American 
Beauty, for one 

17 Play up to the 
audience 

19 Providing 
nourishment 

21 Banks of 
baseball 

22 North Korean 
river 

23 Legacy 

25 Bryn Mawr grad 

28 Eye of a bean 

29 State in Brazil 

30 Home to an 


31 Recede 
34 Olmos film 

38 Grig 

39 Lament 

40 Hackman of 
films 

41 Vista 

42 Pennant 
44 Tax 

classification 

47 Alliance letters 

48 Mile. Anouk 

49 Bear 

53 Total cessation 

56 Winglike 

57 Dispatched 

58 Blood carrier 

59 Nick and — 
Charles 

60 Old hush-hush 
9P- 

61 Avarice 

62 Some bills 

DOWN 

1 Smut 

2 Name in 
baseball 

3 Great in area 

4 Old morality play 

5 Ms. Lansbury 

6 Hom-like bone 


<9 1996 Trfcune M«Jia Services. Inc. 
All ngms resetved 

7 Part of OED 

8 Japanese 
money 

9 Up to no good 

10 Macbeth, e.g. 

11 Soft consonant 

12 Military student 

15 Play the uke 

16 Certain literary 
work 

20 Fleming 

23 Nicolas Cage 
movie 

24 Author Wiesel 

25 Section o! a 
church 

26 Not punctual 

27 Russian range 

28 Shrub boundary 

30 Concerning, old 

style 41 Ar 

31 Level 42 Pc 

32 Part of rt.b. mi 

33 — Rabbit 43 Nc 

35 — out (all 44 Op 

dressed up) 45 Ce 

36 To shelter 46 

37 Unknowing ca: 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved 


EE lJl EiECHsl IiiB QQOQQ 

□□auuuaua □□□□□ 

QQUQQLlflQU BQQDQ 
UuQ QQQQ DQQQQB 
□□DU OBOE OBOE 
□□□□□□ B P BE PUB 
□□BE BDOBBEB 
E3PEEDD PBBEBB 
□BEEQDP a non 
EBB HEBE BBBDDP 
□BED EO PE BEPH 
□□□□□□ BDPO BED 
DEEEE BBEEBBBBP 
□□□EE BEBBOEEBB 
EPBBE BQEGHSBQEB 


41 Aroma 

42 Poem set to 
music 

43 Noshed 

44 Operatic singer 

45 Ceremonies 

46 house is his 
castle" 


47 Nick of films 

49 Become 
bored 

50 African plant 

51 Mountain lake 

52 Time periods 

54 Droop 

55 Rocky crag 


U.N. member states to U.S.: Pay up 


UNITED NATIONS (.AFP) 
— The European Union 
(EU) Friday accused the Un- 
ited States of being the 
"primary cause” of the un- 
precedented U.N. financial 
crisis, joining a chorus of 
states urging Washington to 
pay its arrears. 

Although no consensus 
emerged at the session of a 
U.N. working group on fu- 
ture measures to underpin 
the U.N, financial system, 
participants said there was 
mounting agreement on one 
issue — that Washington 
must clear its arrears of $1.2 
billion to ease the current 
crisis. 

The Linked Nations is cur- 
rently owed some $3 billion 
by member states and unless 
arrears are paid off will run 
out of cash at the end of the 
year, chief financial officer 
Joseph Connor told the U.N. 
Assembly working group on 
the financial situation this 
week. 

In a speech to the group on 
behalf of the EU. Italian 
deputy permanent repre- 
sentative Lorenzo Ferrarin 


said that "arrears are one of 
the main financial problems" 
of the United Nations. 

“The European Union be- 
lieves that certain member 
states are consistently late or 
in arrears, because they simp- 
ly do not appear to regard the 
U.N. as a priority." he said in 
an allusion to Washington. 

The Republican- 
dominated Congress is hold- 
ing up payment of U.S. dues 
to the United Nations de- 
manding that far-reaching re- 
forms are implemented. 

Mr. Ferrarin said that such a 
failure to pay promptly was 
“the primary cause of the 
serious financial crisis.” 

The United States contri- 
butes a quarter of the U.N. 
regular budget which has 
been set -at SI .3 billion for 
1996. Only 26 states out of 
185 have paid this year's con- 
tribution so far. 

The Italian representative 
recalled that the U.S. was 
calling for a system of incen- 
tives and penalties aimed at 
encouraging prompt payment 
of dues. 

But Singapore ambassador 


Bilahari Kausikan told the 
forum that “no new scale of 
assessment, however elegant- 
ly or ingeniously devised, will 
work unless there is a politic- 
al commitment by all mem- 
bers to abide by it." 

In a bid to overcome the 
deadlock at the working 
group, which ended its cur- 
rent session Friday and re- 
sumes next month. U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali in a speech Tuesday 
put up a proposal that would 
cut the U.S. budget contribu- 
tion. 

In a departure from his 
prepared text, he suggested 
introducing a ceiling of "20 or 
even 15 per cent” for mem- 
ber states' contributions to 
the regular budget to ensure 
a more even representation. 

His comment threw Euro- 
pean missions into turmoil, 
alarmed that the EU would 
be asked ot make up the 
fending shortfall if such a 
proposal was accepted. 

Diplomats sought more de- 
tails saying that the proposal 
marked a departure from the 
fundamental U.N. principle 


that member states contri- 
bute according to their 
“capacity to pay.” 

At present, the United 
States pay 25 per cent of the 
U.N. regular budget and is 
the largest contributor. 
Under the Boutros Ghali 
proposal its dues would be 
cut by up to 10 per cent. 

The U.S. mission has not 
reacted to the proposal. 

Dr. Ghali's spokesman 
Ahmad Fawzi told reporters 
that the ball was in the mem- 
ber states' court. He also 
noted that Dr. Ghali was 
calling for a special Assembly 
session on the financial situa- 
tion, “and we hope that they 
deride to convene it soon.** 

Several diplomats com- 
mented Friday that Dr. Gha- 
li’s address was essentially 
“an election speech" aimed 
at securing his reelection for 
a second term after his cur- 
rent five-year mandate runs 
out this year. 

Washington’s support is 
seen here as being a neces- 
sary prerequisite for his 
reelection. 


Iraqi dinar slumps after weeks of gains 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
Saturday blamed speculators, 
traders and hostile news 
media for a sudden slump in 
the value of its dinar currency 
against the U.S. dollar fol- 
lowing spectacular gains in 
the past few weeks. 

The dollar was trading at 
about 70 dinars, up from 500 
early this week. 

The dollar had been worth 
as much as 3.000 dinars be- 
fore Iraq decided last month 
to enter talks with the United 
Nations on ways of im- 
plementing U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 986. 

The measure would allow 
Iraq to sell $2 billion worth of 
oil over six months under 
controlled conditions to buy 
badly needed food and medi- 
cine. Iraq has been under 
U.N. trade sanctions since 
shortly after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

The talks on an oil-for- 
food deal opened at the U.N. 


Tuesday. The official Iraqi 
News Agency (IN A) said 
Saturday in a report from its 
New York correspondent 
that postponement of further 
talks until Monday was a sign 
negotiations were going well 
and the two sides were near 
agreement. 

Diplomatic sources at the 
U.N. said Friday that Iraq 
believed the opening round 
was going so smoothly that 
the talks might end as early as 
Tuesday. 

The drop in the dinar's 
value has led to a surge in 
prices for some essential 
commodities. 

One kilogramme of sugar 
sold for 450 dinars, up from 
250. and one kilogramme of 
'chicken cost 1.800 dinars 
compared with 1.250 recent- 
ly. A box of 30 eggs soared to 
2.500 dinars from 1 .500. 

“It is really astonishing to 
see prices skyrocketing by 
100 per cent." the newspaper 


Babel, published by- Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's son 
Uday. said in a commentary. 

It blamed speculators and 
the central bank for limiting 
the amount of money deposi- 
tors could withdraw from 
their account. 

The government newspap- 
er Jumhouriya pointed at 
“dubious regional circles" for 
suggesting that the oil talks 
with the U.N. could not suc- 
ceed. It did not elaborate. 

The paper likened Iraqi 
merchants who rushed to buy 
the dollar when it dropped to 
500 dinars to “monstrous 
whales.” 

Jumhouriya also hit out at 
radio Monte Carlo and its 
Amman correspondent for 
broadcasting "hostile news" 


that helped the dollar regain 
some of its lost ground.. 

The Radio Monte Carlo 
correspondent in Amman. 
Ran da Habib, said she had 
not filed a story about Iraq 
for more than a month. 

Possession of hard cash 
and exchanging money are no 
longer illegal in Iraq. More 
than 40 bureaux deal with 
foreign cash in Baghdad at 
rates close to those on the 
spot market. 

Traders and money chan- 
gers say millions of dollars 
exchange hands in Baghdad 
these days. Iraq's state banks 
are also said to have collected 
record amounts of hard cash 
when they offered rates high- 
er than those in the sport 
market for about two weeks. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mtko ArgJrion 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


“On our diet pizza, we use sugarless 
gum instead of mozzarella cheese. 
You can chew every slice for hours!” 




WHAT THE SNOW- 
BALL fight 
TURNEP INTO. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hare ; A 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: VERVE MAUVE DEPUTY RAMROD 
Answer. Ybu can cover a lot of ground with this — 

A ROAD MAP 




nw 





Tilt 



will remain 
top 

investment 




DAVOS, Switzerland (AFP) 
— Europe attracts four times 
the capital investment of 
Asia, and will remain the top 
world region for international 
investors for some time, 
according to a study 

Direct investment in 
Europe will continue to ex- 
ceed that in any other region 
“at least until the year 2000 
and probably for many years 
after,” said Jean-Daniel 
Tordjman, an investment ex- 
pert presenting the report. 

Western Europe attacts 
“by far the highest level of 
direct investment in the 
world: “$1,000 billion out of 
$2300 billion worldwide, or 
43 per cent of the current 
worldwide total,” be said. 

Among other conclusions 
the report said that China will 
suffer in the long-term be- 
cause of interest rate prob- 
lems, while India “has con- 
siderable potential but still 
suffers from a significant 
shortfall of industrial capac- 
ity. 

“These examples are not 
intended to sow doubts about 
■the potential for growth in 
these countries, but what 
they do show is that there are 
risks everywhere,” the study 
indicated. 

Current investment in 
western Europe is double 
that of the United States and 
four times that of Asia. If 
Europe’s economy grew by 
only two per cent a year it 
would still add the equivalent 
of Indonesia to the economy 
every year, according to the 
report 

The study, which ques- 
tioned 260 specialists, found 
that multinationals are moti- 
vated to invest in regions less 
by low labour costs than by 
the need for high -qualified 
workers and a good infras- 
tructure. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 11, 1996 

ARIESi (March-21 to- April 

19) Your mind is working 
cleverly today and you know 
what mould be done to be- 
come more successful in your 
undertaking?. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) “fty to girin whatever data 
yon need confidentially today* 
and then later tonight use ft 
wisely to gain your finest 
aims for your success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Plan early today bow to 
gain your greatest ambition 
and then go after them in i 
positive way. A compliment 
works wonders. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Tone 
22 to July 21) Do as much 
public activities this ntormng 
as you can and gam added 
prestige, success and profit 
later this evening as well. 

UEO :( July 22 to August 21)‘ 
This is a good day today to 
take those chances you have 
in mind, but don’t just start 
and then get cold feet for 
good results. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be more con- 
cerned wife dm big issues 
today instead of concentrat- 
ing on the details so much of 
any enterprise you are in- 
volved. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You can today 
view your p a rtners from a 
different ana better angle at 
this time and come to a fine 
understanding with them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be enthusias- 
tic about accomplishing a 
good deal today and you can 




also - Channel energies com 
stnidively. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Put chill 
duties aside and go after what 
is important in the business 
world and gain your aims. 
Also, have a good time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) If you use the 
right words at this time, you 
can easily get your family to 
do what you wish. Study your 
home for needed repairs. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to' 
February 19) This is a good 
day today to see as many 
persons as you can, whether 
for business or personal pur- 
poses and get good results. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 


you can do to have more 
success later tins evening so 
that you need not worry 
out finances or monetary 
obligations. 


Binhstone of February: Ameth- ( 
ysr — Onyx \ 
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Jordanian industrialists 
in Iraq to discuss ties 
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AMMAN (R) — A team 
from Jordan's influential 
Amman Chamber of indus- 
try, a long-time advocate of 
strong economic ties with 
Iraq, is in Baghdad to discuss 
cooperation, a chamber offi- 
cial said Saturday. 

The delegation, headed by 
chamber chief Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan. left for Baghdad Fri- 
day night and is expected to 
return home Wednesday, 

Jordan last month slashed 
exports sent to Iraq under an 
annual trade protocol in re- 
turn for cheap Iraqi oil. Offi- 
cials blamed high Iraqi debts 
but the move followed in- 
creasing political strains. 

Amman said it will send 
items allowed bv the United 


Nations worth just over S2U0 
million, down from over 5400 
million last year. Jordan said 
Iraqi oil imports would con- 
tinue unaffected. 

Jordan's pro-Iraqi business 
community said the decision 
■was a severe blow to indus- 
tries still suffering from the 
1990 Gulf crisis. Many trad- 
ers said it was pan of King 
Hussein's tough line against 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

A recent study by the Am- 
man Chamber of Industry- 
said Jordan exported goods 
worth 1.525 billion dinars 
fS2.17 billion) to Iraq be- 
tween 1989 and J995, mainly 
in food and detergents. 


Bankers to stage sit-in today 
to protest arbitrary dismissals 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The General 
Union for Workers in Banks 
in Jordan announced Satur- 
day that its administrative 
committee is organising a 
symbolic three-hour sit-in to- 
day at the downtown main 
branch of the Cairo Amman 
Bank in protest against what 
it termed as arbitrary dismis- 
sal of the bank's employee 
Akram Nimri and the sacking 
of three bank employees 
from the Arab Land Bank 
Shawqi Ghannam, Burjus 
Ma'aiy'a and Salemeh A1 
Jarir i. 
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A circular to union mem- 
bers, union president Abdul- 
lah Khalil said that the union 
was resorting to this measure 
after all attempts to persuade 
the concerned banks to re- 
consider their decisions 
through diferem channels of 
communication have failed. 

“We regret to resort to a 
sit-in from 12 noon to 3:00 
p.m. in order to draw public 
attention to the workers* 
plight and in a bid to force 
the banks to halt such arbit- 
rary practices, said Mr. Kha- 
lil. 

He said that for no reason, 
the Cairo Amman Bank dis- 
missed Mr. Nimri on Jan. 1, 
1996 after a 30-year service at 
the bank, adding that Mr. 
Nimri is a member of the 
union's administrative com- 
mittee and member of the 
central council of the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Labour Un- 
ions. 

The union has repeatedly 
approached the Cairo Am- 
man Bank through proper 
channels and through the 
Ministry of Labour to seek 


the return to Mr. Nimri to his 
work but no avail, and similar 
attempts were made in vain 
on behalf of the other three 
employees at the Arab Land 
Bank, said Mr. Khalil. 

Noting that the union's ac- 
tion will be supported Sunday 
by representatives of the 
different unions in Jordan 
who will be present at the 
sit-in, Mr. Khalil said that the 
protest is just a gesture of 
warning to the bank's admi- 
nistrations to refrain from 
arbitrary dismissals and as a 
show of solidarity with the 
dismissed employees. 

He said that on March l. 
1996 there will be a general 
conference at the Profession- 
al Associations Complex in 
Shmeisani which will be 
attended by Parliament mem- 
bers. representatives of the 
press and the various unions 
to discuss further labour ac- 
tion. He said that the March 
meeting was expected to en- 
dorse a series of measures 
that would guarantee security 
for the banks* employees. 

In a bid to win support for 


its action, the union has been 
in contact with Jordanian 
political parties, the Lower 
House of Parliament and the 
Ministry of Labour and also 
sent letters to former Prime 
Minister Prince Zeid Ben 
Shaker asking for their in- 
terference and the reinstitu- 
tion of the dismissed workes. 
A letter was also sent to the 
Royal Court. 

He said that these parties 
have been in contact with the 
concerned banks over this 
issue but the banks were ada- 
mant in their stands. 

He said that the union is 
making arrangements for 
further steps should the two 
banks remain intransigent, 
but declined to go into de- 
tails. 

The union's president re- 
quested all bank employees 
to pursue their normal duties 
on Sunday as usual without 
interruption and voiced 
appreciation of the various 
financial institutions and 
banks which, he said, have 
been duly respecting the 
rights of their employees. 


Computer networks create 
new multimedia market 


CANNES. France (R) — 
The multimedia industry is 
betting that more and more 
people will connect their per- 
sonal computers to telephone 
lines to create a huge new 
market of online services on 
the global Internet. 

Hundreds of companies- 
displayed their products for 
this market of on-screen in- 
formation, banking and shop- 
ping Friday during a five-day 
Milia annual multimedia 
show here which will last 
until Monday. 

Created in 19o3 by Larry 
Roberts as a fail-safe electro- 
nic messaging system for the 
U.S. military, the Internet 
has turned into a world-wide 
web of computer connections 
for people to communicate, 
get information or do trans- 
actions- 

"1 996 will be the year of 
electronic money.” declared 
Nicholas Negroponte. author 
of the book “Being Digital.” 
in his opening speech at the 
show, predicting the arrival 
of "invisible money" which 
will scare the world’s finance 
ministries and central hanks 
because they cannot control 
it. 

"The digital revolution is 


over and we won. Now is the 
time fur the digital society." 
said Andrew Anker, presi- 
dent and chief executive of 
multimedia publishers Hot 
Wired. 

Both are Americans and 
they stunned their European 
audiences with stories about 
the speed with which online 
services are spreading in the 
United States. 

But in Europe, things are 
hotting up. 

CompuServe , a company of 
leading U.S. tax specialists 
HR Block, is expanding its 
operations in Europe" by 
offering more local language 
content. 

"We have 600.000 subscri- 
bers in Europe today and we 
hope to have one million in 
August," said Andrew Gray. 
European general manager 
for CompuServe. 

He too believed that elec- 
tronic transactions would be- 
come possible in 1996 and 
further boost the market. 

“The market is growing at 
120 per cent per year," he 
pointed out. 

America Online ( AOL) 
Inc, founded in 1985 by Steve 
Case and now the biggest 
online company, is rolling out 


its services in Germany, Bri- 
tain and from March 18 also 
in France with the AOL 
joint-venture with Bertels- 
mann of Germany. 

•'In 1995. the order for 
online services was first sub- 
scriptions. then advertising 
and lastly transactions. In the 
next three to five years that 
order will be reversed." Nec- 
roponte said. 

Computer companies such 
as Apple Computers Inc see 
the Internet as a great oppor- 
tunity to sell more of their 
hardware. 

"It is over, the battle be- 
tween Windows and MAC." 
said Marco Landi, president 
of Apple Europe. "The plat- 
form is the Internet. So the 
battle now is who is going to 
provide the easiest 
access to the different ser- 
vices on the Internet. And ■ 
this is at the centre of our 
Strategy." 

Milia is in its third year and 
it has grown rapidly, having 
8,000 exhibitors this year. 

"We have done in three 
years with Milia what took us 
30 years with (music industry 
show) Midem." said Xavier 
Roy. chief executive of orga- 
nisers Reed Midem. 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


Phosphate company negotiating with I 

Norwegian firm for setting up joint j 

venture j 

i 

** JORDAN PHOSPHATE Mines Company (JPMC) 
General Manager Sameh A1 Madani has revealed that- 
negotiations are under way between JPMC and the 
Norwegian company Norsk Hydro to set up joint ventures 
to manufacture fertilisers and market the product interna- 
tionally. Mr. Madani indicated that the projects are 
expected to cost between $350 million to S400 million and 
that they will be in the area between Shidiyeh and Aqaba. ( 
He stressed that the phosphate company had largely ; 
contributed in attracting foreign investment, raising the 
value added and diversifying phosphate products as well as 
marketing them. 

Mr. Madani said that the JPMC's drive to diversify its 
products would be achieved by building a strong base for 
manufacturing fertilisers. He expressed readiness to 
cooperate with all the countries of the region in this regard 
and noted that any joint project would be studied with 
those countries and Israel on condition that it would be 
beneficial to both sides. ! 

The JPMC and Norsk Hydro signed a memorandum of , 
understanding during the MENA economic summit, held ( 
in Amman last year, to set up a compound for chemical ! 
industries at the free zones of Shidiyeh and Aqaba ( Al ; 
Aswaqj. ' ) 

Cancelling subsidies would be i 

catastrophic — Consumer Protection 
Society 

A STUDY by the Consumer Protection Society has ; 
shown that cancelling the subsidies of basic foodstuffs ; 
(bread, sugar, rice and milki would result in at least ( 
doubling the prices of these products and that the monthly 1 
expenditure of each income group would, at best, also , 
double. The study stressed that if the subsidies were to be i 
lifted, those earning JD 150 and less would be the hardest i 
hit because the less a person earns the more he spends on ; 
basic foodstuffs. As such, the study says, the additional ; 
financial burden would be 16.5 per cent for the category ! 
earning less than JD 100 per month and 14.6 per cent for J 
the JD 100 to JD 150 per month income group. Those j 
whose income is JD 300 per month will have an additional 
financial burden of seven per cent with still higher income 
being less affected. The head of the society commented on 
the findings of the study by warning that if the subsidies arc ' 
lifted what is left of the income of "ail categories would net j 
be enough to cover expenditures on other needs such as ; 
vegetables, meat, water and electricity, clothing, health | 
and education. He said that any suggestion on cancelling i 
the subsidies, and especially for bread, would be unfeasible ■ 
because it is impossible to be borne by the groups oi ! 
consumers surveyed. ’ ~ { 

Furthermore, the head of the society said, the continued j 
rise in prices of other products would force a reduction in ( 
the purchasing power of 80 per cent of the consumers who j 
would be pushed further to the edge of poverty (Al ! 
Dusiour) 

Transport company to distribute 
dividents at a rate of 35 per cent 

☆* THE VEHICLES Owners Federation Company reg- 
istered a total earnings of JD 527,000 in 1995. slightly 
higher than the earnings in 1994. The company's net profit 
amounted to JD 309,000 and the management is recom- 
mending to the general assembly the distribution of JD 
210,000, or 35 per cent in dividend (Al Aswaq). 

Tla 9 Al Ali new main telephone 
exchange to start operations in May 

#<rTHE NEW TLA’ Al Ali main telephone exchange will 
be operational by May 1996 and will provide 33,000 new 
telephone lines. Telecommunications Corporation 
Director-General Walid Dweifc said telephone lines will be 
distributed immediately after the exchange becomes oper- 
ational to many areas covered by the new exchange. This 
project is within the framework of the Tla* ~Al Ali 
communications scheme which, in addition to establishing 
a 33,000-line main exchange, aims at setting up three 
electronic auxiliaries at Dabouq (1,200 lines), Bader (900 
lines) and Bassah (900 lines). Other communication 
services will be available in the area covered by the Tla" Al 
Ali main exchange, Mr. Dweik said (Al Ra’i). 
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U.S. Boxer Oscar de La Hoya moves in on Darryl Tyson (right) 
during first round action at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. De La 
Hoya, WBO lightweight champion, maintained his undefeated 


De La Hoya, Chavez to meet June 7 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Oscar 
de La Hoya led the way. and 
Julio Cesar Chavez followed 
with a light that lasted only 
six seconds longer. Now they 
get each other in what may be 
the - most anticipated non- 
heavyweight fight in nearly a 
decade. 

De La Hoya and Chavez 
both scored second -round 
knockouts Friday night in 
tuneup bouts against outclas- 
sed opponents, setting up a 
June 7 megafight that will 
make each fighter more than 
$9 million. 

*Tve always dreamed ab- 
out that fight." De La Hoya 
said after stopping Darryl 
Tyson at 2:39 of the second 
round. "Now my dreams are 
coming true." 

Chavez followed De La 
.H ova's short work by stop- 
ping Scott “Pink Cat" Wal- 
ker at 2:4-5 of the second 
round to fullfill his part of the 
bargain for the fight at 
Caesars Palace. 

*Tm not afraid of him." 
Chavez said of De La Hoya. 
"I can take a punch. I'd like 
to see if Oscar de La Hoya 
can hold my punches." 

Oddsmakers immediately 
made De La Hoya a 3-1 
favourite against Chavez, the 
great Mexican champion who 
will go into his 100th pro fight 
with a record of 97-1-1. 

"It will be the clash of two 
warriors going right at it." De 
La Hoya said. "You might 
see a great knockout. This 
fight was made for a knock- 
out." 

So were the two fights Fri- 
day night, with promoter Bob 
Arum not risking the big fight 
by offering either fighter 
much of an opponent. 

Walker at least tried, 
actually winning the first 
round against Chavez on two 
of the three ringside 
scorecards. Chavez finally 
caught him with a right hand 
midway through the second 
round that marked the begin- 
ning of the end for the pink 
trunk-clad Walker. 

Walker tried desperately to 
hold on as Chavez battered 
him around the ring, and 
referee Joe Cortez finallv 
stepped in to stop the bout 
after a left hook had Walker 
sinking against the ropes. 

"I was down to take an 
8-count." protested Walker, 
who fell to 21-4-1. -I didn't 
think they would stop it. I 
was hurt bur l wasn't out on 
my feet." 

Chavez. 144 pounds (65 
kilogrammes), earned 
S650.UU0 for the Fight, which 
he took as an over-the-weight 
1 0-round. non-title bout." 

“I knew I had to win this 



Julio Cesar Chavez of Mexico connects with a 
punch to the face of Scott Walker of Arizona in 
the second round of their bout at Caesars 
Palace in Las Vegas. The win by Cesar Chavez 


and one by Oscar de La Hoya sets up their 
junior welterweight championship showdown 
in June (Reuters photo) 



Heavyweight boxer Mike Tyson chats with other spectators at Caesars Palace during a 
night of boxing in Las Vegas (Reuters photo) 


fight." said Chavez, who will 
earn the biggest payday of his 
career against De 'La 'Hova. 

With former heavyweight 
champion Mike Tyson watch- 
ing at ringside. De La Hoya 
started cautiously before 
stopping Darryl Tyson, who 
is no relation to his more 
famous heavyweight counter- 
pan. 

De La Hoya. a 25-1 
favourite, wasted little ener- 
gy in an economical effort 
that ended with referee Mitch 


Halpern counting to Ml as 
Tyson wailed on one knee in 
his corner, for the fight to 
officially end at 2:38 of the 
round. 

"1 thought it would be a 
much tougher fight than it 
was." De La Hova said. 
"When I realised it wasn't. I 
took him out." 

Tyson ended up on the 
canvas after De La Hoya 
threw a right to the dead, 
then a left’to the body that 
doubled him up on his knees. 



”1 knew he was quick but 1 
didn't know he could throw 
body punches like he did." 
Tyson said. 

It was the 2 1st win in as 
many fights for the 1992 
Olympic gold medallist, who 
gave up his who lightweight 
crown to move up to the 
140-pound (63-kilogramme) 
division. 

He dominated from the 
opening bell against a tenta- 
tive Tyson, who threw 56 
punches but landed only 12 as 
he tried to stay away from his 
taller and stronger opponent. 
De La Hoya landed 57 of the 
112 punches he threw. 


Owners approve move of Browns to Baltimore 



record after stopping Tyson in the second round (Reuters 
photo) 


CHICAGO fR) — National 
Football League owners on 
Friday overwhelmingly 
approved the move of the 
Cleveland Browns to Balti- 
more for the 1996 season 
following Thursday's agree- 
ment to preserve the Browns’ 
name and colours for a future 
team in the city of Cleveland. 

NFL owners, at their meet- 
ing in Chicago, voted 25-2 
with three abstentions to 
Allow Browns’ owner Art 
Mode II to move his team. 
Pittsburgh and Buffalo voted 
against the move, while Ari- 
zona. Oakland and Sr. Louis 
— all clubs that have relo- 
cated in recent years — ab- 
stained. 

The NFL and Cleveland 
mayor Michael White on 
Thursday reached a deal per- 
mitting the Browns to relo- 
cate. The agreement calls for 
either an expansion team or 
an existing club to be in place 
in a new stadium in Cleve- 
land by 1999. 

The current Browns will 
begin play in Baltimore next 
season under a new name 
with new logo and colours. 

NFL commissioner Paul 
Tagliague and mayor White 
signed the agreement at a 

PSG 

worry 

about 
their form 

PARIS (R) — Paris St. Ger- 
main coach Luis Fernandez, 
worried after the French 
League leaders 1-0 defeat in , 
Monaco on Wednesday, cal- ' 
led on his players to react 
when they are’ at home to 
Montpellier on Sunday. 

The Monaco defeat was 
only PSG's third loss this 
season but the Parisians, who 
hold a six-point lead over 
second-placed Auxerre. have 
been mostly lacklustre since 
the start of 1996. 

On Thursday. Fernandez 
summoned each player indi- 
vidually to discuss the situa- 
tion. 

"Since the league resumed 
after the Christmas break, we 
have had problems with our 
game. We are not consistent 
enough. I wanted to know 
what the players . felL.about 

-it." -he -said, 

A defeat against^cgupel- 
lier could cost PSG dearly 
since Auxerre. who have a 
game in hand, and Metz, with 
two games in hand, are in a 
position to narrow the gap. 

Auxerre are at home to 
Lyon on Saturday while Metz 
meet in-form Monaco. 

The best proof of PSG's 
uneasiness in 1996 came from 
the high number of bookings 
and red cards they have been 
shown since the beginning of 
the year. 

"We are not fidgety but we 
are not confident either. It is 
time we reacted." said defen- 
der Laurent Fournier, who 
was sent off against Monaco. 

On Sunday. PSG will be 
without Fournier. • Pascal 
Nouma and Oumar Dieng. 
who are all suspended, the 
injured Vincent Gurein and 
Brazilian playmaker Rai. 
who is sick. 

Despite PSG’s problems, 
their closest rivals still believe 
they will win the title at the 
end of the season. 

“We do not play in the 
same league. With the squad 
they have, they will soon 
recover." said Auxerre ‘s 
French international midfiel- 
der Sabri Lamouchi. 

Metz' captain Sylvian Ka 
stendeuch even said he re- 
gretted PSG's defeat to 
Monaco. 

"A draw would have been 
better for us because the loss 
means Monaco are coming 
back fast and will be fully 
confident against us." he 
said. 


news conference following 
the vote. 

Tagliague called the deal, 
which calls for dropping all 
legal action against the NFL. 
Modell and Baltimore, a win- 
win situation for everybody, 
while White called for a 
period of healing and build- 
ing. 

"What has been done has 
been done and it was now 
been rectified. We have re- 
ceived our redress." said 
White, who led the bitter 
battle to keep the much loved 
Browns from leaving Cleve- 
land. 

“This agreement in not just 
for city of Cleveland." White 
continued, “but it is for fans 
all over this country and 
around the world who. first 
of all love football and be- 
lieve in the traditions of this 
great game, and second of all 
believe in and love one of the 
greatest franchises the world 
has ever known — and that is 
the Cleveland Browns." 

The NFL agreed to commit 
between S28 million and S4S 
million towards the building 
of an new open-air stadium 
on the site presently occupied 
by ageing Cleveland stadium. 
The amount of the aid will be 


related to the final cost of the 
stadium, which is expected to 
be approximately $225 mil- 
lion. 

The stadium, which will 
also be funded by taxes and 
the state of Ohio, is expected 
to seat 72.000 and contain 
108 luxury skyboxes. 

The league also agreed to 
reimburse the city for all ex- 
penses incurred in its legal 
battle to retain the Browns. 
In addition. Model! will pay 
Cleveland $9.3 million in 
damages over the next three 
years for failing to complete 
the lease agreement in the 
old stadium. 

Modell. vilified by fans and 
the media and who received 
death threats from irate 
Browns fans for accepting a 
deal to move the team after 
nearly 60 years in Cleveland, 
hinted that he might have 
stayed were he offered the 
deal the NFL now has in 
place with the northern Ohio 
city. 

“The deal the mayor and 
others put together was pret- 
ty attractive for anybody, 
even for me. But that boat 
has sailed." said Modell after 
thanking his fellow owners 
for their votes. 


“This has been a very, vei^f* 
' tough expereince for a lot of 
people," said Modell. who 
has owned the Browns since 
1961. "Now the final whistle 
has blown in this ball game 
and I'm looking forward to a 
new life, a new era in Balti- 
more." 

.Model! offered an olive 
branch to the people of 
Cleveland, where a down- 
town electronic traffic sign 
has for months been flashing 
the message ‘stop Art Mod- 
ell, save our Browns." 

“I leave Cleveland with 
only the fondest of memor- 
ies. he said. “There are’ no 
greater fans in the world rhan 
in Cleveland. Ohio. 

“The dawg pound. these*, 
son ticker holders, hav&been 
pan of my life for 35 years. 1 
will miss them..." 

Modell had no such kind 
words for the football writers 
gathered at Friday’s news 
conference. 

“F wanr to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank each and ev- 
ery one of you for all the 
flattering columns you've 
written about me,” said Mod- 
ell. oozing sarcasm. “It won't 
be forgotten." 
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France's Cedric Pioline 


German reserves spring a surprise 


PARIS (AFP) — Even with- 
out top players Boris Becker. 
Michael Stich and Marc 
Goellner all sidelined by in- 
jury or lack of match play. 
Germany proved too strong 
for Switzerland on the first 
day of the World Group first- 
round Davis Cup clash in 
Geneva on Friday. 

The Germans, relying on 
22 -year-old David Prinosil 
and 2I-year-old Hendrick 
Dreekmann. ended the day 
holding a surprise 2-0 after 
both experienced Jakob 
Hiasek and big-serving Marc 
Rosset. the players who led 
Switzerland in the 1993 final, 
crashed to shock defeats. 

Prinosil. currently ranked 
44th. got off to a flying start 
against Hiasek and the 31- 
year-old Swiss number-two. 
who was ranked seventh in 
the world in 1989, needed to 
save a first match point in a 
tense third set. 

To his credit, however, he 
fought back superbly and 
took the third and fourth 
sets. But his effort came too 
late and as he tired in the 
final set he finally surren- 
dered 4-6. 6-7 (4/7). 7-5. 6-4. 


1 - 6 . 

German jubiiiation in- 
creased when Rosset. the 
Olympic champion and world 
number 16. produced one of 
his worst-ever performances 
in the competition. Although 
playing in front of his home 
Geneva supporters, Rosset . 
heaped double -faults upon 
unforced errors and won only 
’eight games against the 
U6th-ranked Dreekmann. 

Other World Group 
matches largely followed the 
form book. 

In Besancon. France took 
a 2-0 lead over plucky De- 
nmark when Guy Forget beat 
Kenneth Carlsen and Cedric 
Pioline defeated Frederick 
Fetterlein. Both Frenchmen 
won in four sets. 

And in Katrineholm. hosts 
Sweden, also took a 2-0 lead 
over Belgium when Magnus 
Lar5son. serving a score of 
aces, and Thomas Enqvist 
saw off Filip Dewulf and 
Dick Norman without drop- 
ping a set. 

Only two World Group ties 
ended the day all square at 

In Italy. Andres Gaudenzi 


recovered after training by 
two sets to defeat Russian 
number- two Andrei Chesno- 
kov 2-6. 6-7 (5/7). 7-6 (7/5), 
60. 6-1 . but Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov dented home hopes by 
beating Renzo Furlan 6-3. 
5-7. 6-4, 6-3. 

Davis Cup 

And in Johannesburg. 
Thomas Muster powered Au- 
stria into the lead against 
South Africa with a straight- 
sets win over Marcos Ondrus- 
ka before Wayne Ferreira re- 
vived home confidence with 
an equally efficient three-set 
win over Wolfgan Schranz. 

India were trailing 1-0 to 
the Netherlands in Jaipur 
when rain halted the first 
day’s second singles. 

Jacco Eltingh had outplay- 
ed Leander Paes in straight- 
sets when Mahesh Bhupathy 
threw away a two set lead 
against the Jan Siemerink. 
The day ended with the Indi- # 
an player leading 3-2' in the 
finial set when rain stopped 
play. 


|| 850 MB , 8MB EDO HAM . 256 KB Cat 

lie six / Spec 

d CD ROM Drive 1 

P5- 120 MHz 

15" Monitor (.26) 


2,235 JD 

P5-75 MHz 

14" Monitor (.28) 

A0T7 

1,829 JD 


1.2 GB , 16MB EDO RAM , 256 KB Cache slx f Speed CD ROM Drive 


P6- 133 MHz 

IT* Monitor (.26) 


3.235 JD 

P5- 133 MHz 

15" Monitor (.26) 


2,899 JD 

P5- 120 MHz 

15" Monitor (.26) 


2,775 JD 

| *+P rices are only valid for purchases made before EID Holiday while inventory lasts** 


M1SD Teh 656273 , Fax 647814 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


ARAB LIFE & ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

GO. IS PLANNING TO SOONU 
ESTABLISH ITS FEMALE BRANCH 
INSWEIFEIAH / AMMAN . CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE SAID 
BRANCH ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
FEMALES. 

POTENTIAL CANDIDATES OP GOOD 
CONTACT WITH WOMEN SOCIETIES 
IN JORDAN ARE WELCOME . 
FOREIGNERS MARRIED TO JORDANIANS 
RESIDING IN AMMAN ALONG WITH 
THEIR GROWN - DP DAUGHTERS ARB 
ALSO WELCOME TO APPU . 

PLEASE CALL IN PERSON TO OUR 
AUUN OFFICES / SHMEI5ANI - 
AJUH'LHAMID 5HAKAF STREET 

TEL: 693180 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& T ANN AH HIHSCH 

BACKWARD THINKING 
Bwh vulnerable. North deals A ft. r »- 

*/ARB3 four hearts 

A J 9 diamonds. ; 

* A K J J0 vrs cuc-bn 

WEST EAST w «?nt Rlr81 

* Q872 oneutheac 

?1QJ10 9 TK7S2 

v 5 2 * g 5 3 Umanr 

*84 *9 7632 

hand, an d 

SOUTH bean. Two 

*AKJ964 drawn. c n 

" Void either defi 

v K Q 10 7 4 declarer wc 

- *pjde div 
With a ruff. 

The bidding- reasonably. 

m2?™ SOLTH. west ob! * Dec I 

3OT Eff 8 cms.scd to 

4: i' dumped di 

5* at quocn of cl 

6* pHE f; S'*" lh * Usi tr 

p ™ Pas* final foi| f i, 

high cl 

Opening lead: Queen of T L wn 

When dummy hus master , d „ 

Sompla^ n,qUe lhiB har ' d bS\E*. 


After North's no-trump opening. 
South showed both suit*. North's 
four hcaru, wo* a cue-bid agreeing 
diamonds, and thereafter bath play- 
ers cue-bid their controls. South 
"cm straight lu the grand slam 
once the ace and king of duba were 
located. 

Declarer won the first trick with 
the ace. discarding a spade from 
hand, and immediately ruffed n 
neurt. Two rounds of trumps were 
drawn, ending in dummy. Hod 
either defender failed to follow, 
declarer would hove resorted to a 3- 
- spade- division and set up the suit 
wuh a ruff. But once trumps broke 
reasonably, a heller line was avail- 
able Declarer ruffed a he.ul 
crushed to the ten of clubs and 
trumped dummy’s lost heart. The 
queen of clubs was overtaken and 
the last trump was drawn. Th* 
final four tricks were taken by the 
t«o high cluh# in dummy and the 
lwn master spado* in the dosed 
hand. 

In all. declarer scared threo 
trump tricks, one heart and three 
heart ruff's, two spade tricks and 
four club* — just enough to fulfill 
the grand dam. 
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Vancouver Grizzlies' Bryant Reeves (right) is quarter NBA action in Vancouver ( Reuters | 
I oufnrusded by Phoenix Suns* Charles Barkley photo) 
ts - they battle for a rebound during first 

Barkley joins 20,000- point club 


PHOENIX (AP) — 
Charles Barkley became 
the 22nd NBA player to 
Score 20,000 career points, 
reaching the mark Thurs- 
day night against the New 
Jersey Nets. 

Barkley, who had I9.9K4 
points entering the game, 
swished a 16-foot jumper 
with 1:32 left in the second 


quarter after working his 
way back outside following 
an offensive rebound. 

It gave him 20.000 points 
in 111? seasons, the first 
eight with the Philadelphia 
76ers. 

Just five active players 
are members of the club. 
The others are Michael Jor- 


dan. Robert Parish. Karl 
Malone and Hakeem Ola- 
juwon. 

Barkley also had 9.949 
rebounds before the con- 
test. When he reaches 
10.0UO. he will be the 10th 
player in NBA history to 
have 20.000 points "and 
10.000 rebounds. 


Von 

Gruenigen 
takes 5th 
giant slalom 

HINTERSTODER. Austna 
(R) — Michael Von 
Gruenigen won his fifth 
World Cup giant slalom of 
the season and the World 
Cup title on Saturday after 
■leading home a Swiss one- 
two at this eastern Austrian 
resort. 

Von Gruenigen. second af- 
ter the first leg just U.06 of a 
second slower than Austria's 
Mario Reiter, clocked :t com- 
bined time of two minutes 
40.61 seconds in front at an 
exuberant crowd of 1 2.000 
spectators. 

Compatriot Urs Kaclin. 
winner of a giant slalom in 
Flochau last month, was 
second for the second con- 
secutive race in a time of 
2:40.96. Reiter was third in 
2:41.55. 

Italy's Alberto Tomba 
moved up from eighth to 
fourth place afier a storming 
second run. He had clocked 
the fastest intermediate time 
in the first run before making 
several crucial mistakes on 
the lower part of the piste. 

ft was the first time a racer 
had won five giant slaloms in 
the same season since the 
great Ingemar Stenmark. 

The Swede won 15 giant 
slaloms, including an Olym- 
pic gold medal at Lake Pla- 
cid. in a row over two winters 
from March 1978 to February 
J9WL 

Von Gruenigeris win on 
one of the most demanding 
slopes on the circuit left him 
on an unbeatable 720 points, 
ahead of Kaelin on 5(J1. with 
just one giant slalom remain- 
ing at the World Cup finals in 
Lillehammer in March. 

Saturday's race was the last 
before the opening of the 
World Championships in the 
southern Spanish resort of 
Sierra Nevada on Sundav. . 


SPORTS IN 
BRIEF 

Baiiey sets 
record . 

RENO. Nevada (AP) — 
, Donovan Bailey set a world 
-record jn the metre dash 
with a time of 5.56 seco * 
tTri the Reno Air Ga 
indoor track meet Friday 
night. Bailey, a Canadian 
who won the 10Q metres in 
the world championships 
last summer in Sweden, 
broke a record first set 23 
years ago. The old record 
of 5.61 seconds was set by 
Manfred Kokot of east 
Germany in 1973 and 
matched by James Sanford 
of the United States in 
1981. Canada's Ben John- 
son ran a 5.55 in 19S7. but 
that mark was wiped out 
after he tested positive for 
steroids in the 1988 Olym- 
pics. Gwen Torrence sei an 
American women's record 
with a lime of 6.U7 seconds 
in the 50 metres breaking a 
mark set three years ago by 
Gail Devers. Dcvers. 
whose American record 
was 6.10 seconds, dropped 
out of the Reno meet at the 
last moment. Torrence, 
gold medallist in the 200 in 
the 1992 Barcelona Olym- 
pics, missed the world re- 
cord by seven-hundredths 
of a second. Merlcne Ottey 
of Jamaica ran the 50 in 
6.00 seconds in 1994. 

South Africa 
hails its heroes 

JOHANNESBURGH (R) 
Thousands of people 
hailing South Africa’s 
triumph in the African Na- 
tions’ Cup brought this 
commercial capital to a 
standstill with a victory pa- 
rade on Friday. The team, 
nicknamed Bafana Bafana. 
beat Tunisia 2-0 in lasts 
Saturday's final, big crowds 
cheered them in Johannes- 
burg and the country's big- 
gest black township Sowe- 
to. President Nelson Made- 
la said South African 
sportsmen and women 
were '"performing beyond 
Ithe nation's wildest ex- 
pectations. 


Jordan Timas 
Tel: 684311 1 
699634 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Second floor consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, large salon, 2 verandas, with lift and 
central heating. 

Location: Jabal Amman - Mousa Ben Noseer St.- 
Buiiding # 49 . Annual rent JD 3,500. 

Call Tel. 670495 
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[Education. 



Many 

medical schools give you 
the opportunity tu achieve a good 
medical education. What makes Si. 

George's University a little different is our 
approach. We proride a unique curriculum that com- 
bines the best of international education, both in the 
basic sciences and in clinical work in the United Kingdom, 
the United States, and the Caribbean. We offer a variety of 
degree programmes, including medical, combined niedic&J and 
research at the graduate level, or undergraduate BSc degree 
study in Medical Technology and Basic Medical Sciences. Our grad- 
uates have practiced in over 40 countries around the world, with 
eligibility for Limited Registration by the General Medical Council 
of Great Britain and slate approvals for the School's Clinical 
Programme in New York, New Jersey, and California. For infor- 
mation,- contact us at Office of Admissions, Dept. AJ0R, 
St. George's University School of Medicine, do The North 
American Correspondent: Medical School Services, 
Ltd., One East Main Street, Bay Shore, NY 1170G-8399, 

USA Or call: 1-51G-G6S-S500 / Fax: 1-S16-GG5- 
5590. Email at: infu@mssl.mssl.com. 

You might just help set a new standard 
of healthcare for the 
world. 


St. George’s University 

School of Medicine 

Look for us on the Internet — hup://www.stgeorgesuniv.edu/univ/ 



France’s Didier Aurioi rounds a bend in his Subaru Impreza 5SS, during the first lap of the Swedish Rally in Karlstad 
(Reuters photo) 

Makinen leads Swedish Rally 


KARLSTAD. Sweden (R) — Finland's Tommi Makinen 
overcame fresh snow and a brake problem to his Mitsubishi 
and extended his lead on the second day of the World 
Championship-opening Swedish Rally on Saturday. 

Second-placed Carlos Samz of Spain, driving a Ford, was 
fighting a furious battle with Juha Kankkunen in third 
place, even though the Finn's Toyota was floundering in 
the difficult conditions. 

"'The first two stages this morning were a nightmare. 


You can't fit this car into the same ruts as Makiner.'s," 
Kankkunen complained. 

Makinen held a 24 seconds advantage after 14 st ages, 
with Sainz 13 second ahead of Kankkunen. 

World champion Colin McRae of Britain remained fifth 
in his Subaru, one minute 42 minutes off the pace.' He 
dropped 20 seconds when he slid off the track ont he 14th 
stage. 

The rallv finishes in Karlstad on Sundav. 


Super Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, 
dining room, sitting room, 
telephone, satellite, with central 
heating. Located in Sweifieh. 

Cali owner Tel. 861112/645930 Amman 


INDEPENDENT SEMI VILLA FOR RENT ' 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, L-shaped lounge and salon, 
large kitchen, bathroom, glassed-in veranda, separate 
central heating, garage and entrance. Also available 
basement consisting of 3 bedrooms bathroom, kitchen. 
Suitable for a small family. 

Location: Um Uthaina Al Janoubi behind commercial 
market. Please call 813526 


FOR SALE OR RENT 
Rmushed Large Deluxe Roof Apartment in Um Uthaina 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large 
reception, family room, area 210 sq.m., total area 
with terraces 360 sq.m., with central heating + solar 
heating, own garage, storage area, telephone. 

Please call Tel. 668790 
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RESTAURANT 

^u^xr cUiJ rj?i cc 
e nice ... 

Add some flavour 
to your Valentine's Day. 

Enjoy a romantic dinner 
at Jordan's hottest restauranL 

OAml lw'$ 

For reservations, please call 641361 ext. 5 
Uniquely ImerOmrinemal Uniquely Inier*Condncntal 
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Purchasing Manager 
Required 

A private shareholding company In 
Amman is seeking to recruit a qualified 
professional Purchasing Manager to 
head its Purchasing Dept. The main 
duties of the selected individual will be to 
manage the supply of the Hotels Shops 
with the required supplies such as hand 
crafts, traditional dresses, oriental and 
historical gifts ... etc. 

Qualified applicants should send their full 
CV and hand written applications to 
P.O.Box 5315 Amman 11183 Jordan 
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" ( 'barter flight to Harghada with Roy a/ Hings. 

• /h'/wriure 2H r>2 Mum 24 02 

• 4 nights 5 ilays hotel accommodation unite Holiday 
Inn on Half Board basis. 

• Tran s fer ■( irpa rt~ Hotel - -I irpart. 

Tor further details contact; 

I he tjrieuial\ it}. T. f. i 
68JS5V. <MU#T ft . 07 1-22207 
or your Trawl Agent 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN theatre & 

Cl N E M A/ TEL 618274 - 618275 

— ■ ?■ 

Nabil &. Hisham's Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


WESLEY SNIPES 
& YANCY BUTLER 
in 

PROP ZONE 

Shows: 1230, 3 : 00 , 6:15, 830. 1030 pm 

Nabieleh Oubead/ safiyah Al 
Omaree/Farouq Feeshawi 

in 

Atabeht Al Settat 
(ladie's Step) 
Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 2:15 .6:45. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “I" 

Natural Born Killers 

Shows: 12:30. 2:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD 11 2" 

* Jim Carrie 

Shows: 2:30, 6:15 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
in 

Birds of 
Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

“Ahlan Tatbie”piay . 
Welcome Normalisation 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 
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NATO tightens security; 
contacts with Serbs go on 


SARAJEVO (R) — NATO 
said on Saturday it was step- 
ping up security because of 
tension with the Bosnian 
Serb army, but insisted it was 
not on the defensive and was 
.maintaining some contacts 
with the Serbs. * 

Bosnian Serb army com- 
mander General Ratko Mla- 
dic said two days ago his 
forces were severing relations 
with the 60,000-strong 
NATO mission because the 
Bosnian government was re- 
fusing to release eight Serbs 
arrested on suspicion of war 
crimes. 


called Gen. Mladic's 


“We always have conting- 
ency plans to increase our 
:telf-protection posture," said 
Captain Leonard Capello. a 
MATO senior operations offic- 
er in Sarajevo. 

“Whenever there’s any in- 
dication that the threat may 
increase then we will take 
measures to prevent people 
from being overexposed. I 
thini’c we're doing that. We’re 
not circling the wagons... 
we’re trying to meet (the 
Serb .army) and progress.” 

In a press statement on 
Saturday, the Bosnian Serb 
army demanded the immedi- 
ate 'release of the detained 
men — who include a general 
and a colonel — but did not 
say what action it might take 
if this did not occur. 

Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Walker, the com- 
mander of NATO ground 
forces in Bosnia, on Friday 


announcement ominous. 

NATO sources said plans 
to increase the- security of its 
soldiers, aid workers and 
facilities across Bosnia were 
in effect to protect against 
possible Serb hostage-taking 
or sabotage. 

The sources said no speci- 
fic threat had been identified 
and that the heightened 
security was precautionary. 

“We have the capacity to 
monitor any implied or direct 
threats against us," said 
NATO spokesman Colonel 
John Kirkwoud. 

“We won’t go into the de- 
tails of how we do that, (but) 
we react accordingly. We’ve 
got enough material and peo- 
ple in country to react very 
quickly, very decisively." • 

NATO has not reported 
any contacts with the senior 
level of the Bosnian Serb 
army since Gen. Mladic 
made his statement. 

Gen. Mladic is not recog- 
nised by NATO since he has 
been indicted by a U.N. tri- 
bunal as a war criminal and is 
ineligible to hold a public 
position under rhe terms of 
the Dayton peace accord. 

The Serbs on Friday mis- 
sed one division-level meet- 
ing which had been scheduled 
between them and NATO 
officers in northeast Bosnia, 
but' elsewhere working rela- 
tionships were continuing. 

The crisis over the de- 
tained Serb soldiers will bring 


U.S. envoy Richard Hol- 
brooke — architect of the 
Bosnia peace accord bro- 
kered in Dayton, Ohio and 
signed in Paris in December 
— on an unscheduled visit 
back to the region on Sun- 
day. 


The tough-talking Hol- 
brooke will visit Sarajevo, 
Zagreb and Belgrade to de- 
liver a stern warning to Bal- 
kan leaders to defuse the 
crisis and abide by rhe Bos- 
nian peace pact oc face un- 
specified consequences. 

In northwest Bonsia, 97 
Serb engineers began clear- 
ing minefields under NATO 
supervision at the weekend 
from an area which reverted 
to Serb ' control under the 
peace agreement. 


Amid the mixed messages 
from the Serb side, NATO 
took encouragement from a 
radio statement by Bosnian 
Serb republic Prime Minister 
Rajko Kasagic on Friday in 
which he vowed to maintain 
his contacts with NATO and 
Carl Bildt, the international 
community’s top mediator in 
Bosnia. 

“It seems to be rhat the 
political side is mitigating the 
military side," said Colonel 
Kirkwoud. 

“There were conciliatory 
remarks last night on the 
political side. We’re receiving 
mixed messages at the unit 
level. It's spotty but we're 
continuing on with the job.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Libya ‘talking with France over bombing 9 


TUNIS (R) — Libya is discussing with France a solution for 
the dispute over four Libyans suspected in the 1989 
bombing of a French airliner that killed 171 people. Libya's 
Foreign Minister Omar Mustafa A! Montasser said on 
Saturday. “There is a continuous debare to reach a solution 
and a agreement to solve this issue," Mr. Montasser said. 
“Cooperation is going on with the French magistrate... and 
several meetings were held between the two French and 
Libyan magistrates in charge of this affair.” 


Cyprus coast hit by two quakes 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Two earthquakes registering 4 
and 3.5 on the Richter scale hit off the western coast of 


Cyprus in 24 hours, senior seismological Kyriakos Solomts 
said Saturday. He told state radio that the two temblors 
were centered in the sea 25 kilometres west of. the 
southwestern resort of Paphos where the quakes were felt 
but caused no damage. In March, an earthquake register- 
ing 6.1 killed two people and caused large-scale damage in 
old villages in the same area. 


Libya jails officers of coup attempt 


CAIRO (AP) — A Libyan military court has sentenced to 
death 12 military officers for attempting to oust Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi in 1993, a newspaper reported 
Saturday. Police had arrested the officers along with 
dozens of others just west of the Libyan capital of Tripoli in 
1993, shortly before they were to carry out the coup. The 
London-based Arabic newspaper A1 Hayat said the Libyan 
government was dissatisfied with an earlier trial that 
sentenced the officers to between 10 years to life in prison, 
and ordered a retrial. The retrial started in December of 
last year. 


Sheikh Sabah meets Iraqi tribe leader 


KUWAIT (AP) — Hojatoleslam Mohammad Baqr A1 
Hakim, leader of Iraq's main Shiite Muslim opposition 
movement, arrived Saturday and met with Kuwait's foreign 
minister. Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah. The official 
Kuwait News Agency did not give a reason for the visit of 
the exiled middle-ranking cleric. But Sheikh Hakim has 
been seeking Kuwait's “political support" for the opposi- 
tion’s efforts to topple Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 
Sheikh Hakim heads the Tehran-based Supreme Council 
for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq. 


Somali clan leaders deny defection 


^ — Two sen < or Somali Abgal dan 
politidans denied on Saturday they had defected to faction 
leader Mohammad Farah Aideed s government as reported 
by his radio station. Abdul Rahman Gabow Mohammad 
■and Hassan Abdulle Golev both told a news conference in 
north Mogadishu, outside General Aideed's control, they, 
knew nothing about being appointed deputy president and 
Mogadishu governor respectively as said by the radio on 
Friday. "We’re neutral and we want to keep our neutrality 
among the warring factions of Somalia." said Mr. Moham- 
mad, who added they were members of a group set up last 
month by opponents of Gen. Aideed’s arch-enemy Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad, whose base is north Mogadishu. 


Israeli Arab groups join forces to fight elections 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Two Israeli Arab political groups 
have agreed to form a common from for geneal elections in 
the Jewish state, which could be held as early as May. state 
radio reported Saturday, The Arab Movement for Change 
headed by Ahmad Tibi, an advisor to Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, and the Progressive List for Peace have 
signed an agreement to present a joint list of the polls. Dr. 
Tibi’s group is a newcomer to the Israeli political scene, but 
the Progressive List was represented in parliament or 
Knesset between 1984 and 1992. Israeli Arabs are currently 
represented in the Knesset by the Arab Democratic Party, 
which has two deputies and the Hadash party, which has 
three seats. 


U.S. holds economic talks with Syria 


Washington iafp) — a top u.s. official has 

travelled to Syria to hold talks on economic issues within 
the context of Israeli-Syrian peace negotiations, the State 
Department said Friday. U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary* 
of State Toni Verstandig was in Damascus to talk “about 
how the economic issues play back into a possible eventual 
peace between Syria and Israel,” spokesman Glyn Davies 
said. Mr. Davies said Mr. Verstandig had accompanied 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher on his trip to the 
region earlier this week and had stayed on in Damascus. 


Hamas 

hails 


Ayyash 


NABLUS (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Palestinian 
supporters of the militant 
'group Hamas rallied in this 
West Bank town Saturday in 
memory of the group’s chief 
bombmaker Yahya Ayyash. 
who was killed by a rigged 
cellular phone 40 days ago. 

Some 5,000 Hamas suppor- 
ters gathered in the courtyard 
of Al Najah University in 
Nablus, shouting “We are all 
Ayyash," as several man car- 
ried a mock coffin, automatic 
weapons strung across their 
shoulders. 

Ayyash, who was nick- 
named “the engineer" after 
orchestrating several deadly 
bombings against Israel, was 
killed in the Gaza Strip Jan. 5 
when the cellular phone he 
was using exploded. 

Ayyash was believed to be 
responsible for at least seven 
bombing attacks against 
Israel that killed some 55 
people and wounded hun- 
dreds more. 

Hamas is a chief sponsor of 
a wave of such attacks that 
plagued Israel in recent years 
in an effort to halt the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace pro- 
cess. 

“The borders of Palestine 
are drawn in Ayyash’s 
blood." and “Ayyash’s disci- 
ples will continue in his way 
until the liberation of Jeru- 
salem.” read placards carried 
by supporters. 

Hamas has blamed Israel 
for the killing of Ayyash and 
its leaders have warned their 
movement would avenge his 
death in further attacks 
against Israelis. 

On Saturday, leaders 
lashed out at PLO Chief Yas- 
ser Arafat, saying he had 
surrendered to Israel when 
he signed a peace pact with 
Israel. Mr. Arafat further 
angered opposition groups 
when he visited the widow of 
slain Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, who was gun- 
ned down by an extremist 
Jew after a Nov. 4 peace 
rally. 

“The one who told Leah 
Rabin in a special visit that 
‘we are family’ has surren- 
dered," said Hamas leader 
Jamal Monsour Saturday, re- 
ferring to Mr. Arafat- 

Mr. Monsour said the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity had driven heroes to die as 
martyrs. 

At least one man was 
draped in a white cloth, sym- 
bolising his willingness to die 
as a martyr. Before his death 
Ayyash had recruited a small 
following willing to die in 
suicide attacks against Israel. 

Israel has banned Israeli 
vehicles from entering Nab- 
lus for security reasons from 
Saturday, an Israel army 
spokesman said. 

“The city of Nablus will be 
closed for Israeli traffic start- 
ing from Saturday.” Febru- 
ary 10 at 0600 a.m. (0400 
GMT) due to security 
reasons." he said. 

On Friday Israel imposed 
temporary restrictions on the 
entrance of Palestinians from 
Gaza and the West Bank. 
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DEVASTATION: Office buildings at the Canary Wharf 
complex show the effects of Friday’s bomb attack which 
ripped through the office district in'East London. Sinn Fein 


leader Gerry Adams said he “presumed” the blast was the 
work id* the Irish Republican Army (see page 1) (Reuter 
photo) 


$300 million IMF credit for Jordan seen as 
vote of confidence on Kingdom’s economy 


By P. V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The approval 
by the International Monet- 
a ry Fund (IMF) of a Jorda- 
nian request for nearly S300 
million in credits over three 
is seen as a reaffirmation of 
the world body’s support 
for and confidence in the 
Kingdom’s economic res- 
tructuring programme. 

.While expressing confi- 
dence in Jordan attaining 
the targets of die reform 
programme through a series 
of consistenc economic me- 
asures, the IMF said that 
“timely external assistance 
on appropriate terms” were 


very important to support 
1 build 


the programme and 
the country's foreign ex- 
change reserves. 

The IMF credit is being 
granted under waht the 
world body describes as ex- 
tended fund facility (EFF), 
which is designed to sup- 
port medium-term econo- 
mic programmes aimed at 
overcoming structural ba- 
lance of payment problems. 

The programme normally 
lasts for three years, but 
could be extended for 
another year. Jordan re- 
ceived about $180 million in 
EFF credits for the period 
ending 1995. The King- 
dom's total outstanding use 
of IMF credit now stands at 
169 million special drawing 
rights, or about $248 mil- 
lion. 


Jordan’s so-called quota 
in the IMF is 121.7 million 
special drawing rights (al> 
out $179 million). The 
quota determined the 
amount of its subscription, 
voting weight and access to 
IMF financing. However, 
the Kingdom has often en- 
joyed larger credit facilities 
from the IMF than are de- 
termined by the quota fi- 
gure. 

The approval of Jordan's 
request for an additional 
200.8 million special draw- 
ing rights (about $295 mil- 
lion) came Friday after an 
IMF mission presented a 
recommendation along with 
a draft memorandum of 
understanding under which 
Jordan set out of a series of 
measures designed to meet 
the targets set in the econo- 
mic restructuring program- 
me. 

In broad terms, the prog- 
ramme aims at sustaining 
annual economic growth as 
around six per cent in real 
terms, maintaining inflation 
at less than four per cent, 
narrowing external current 
account deficit to below 
three per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) on 
average and building gross 
officii foreign exchange re- 
serves to the equivalent of 
three months of imports. 

An IMF press release 
noted that Jordan's econo- 
mic growth was around six 
per cent in 1994-95, infla- 
tion remained within the 


three to 3.5 per cent range, 
and the deficit in the exter- 
nal current account de- 
clined by seven percentage 
points. 

It said these figures re- 
flected a positive response 
by the economy to the 
“comprehensive program- 
me of macroeconomic 
adjustment and reform” 
launched in 1994. 

‘To build on the 1994-95 
achievements and to benefit 
from the opportunities from 
the peace process, the in- 
tegration with the Euro- 
pean Union, and thd future 
changes in the world eco- 
nomy, the Jordanian au- 
thorities have formulated 
an intensified programme 
of macroeconomic adjust- 
ment and structural reforms 
for 1996-89 supported the 
new EFF credits,” said the 
IMF. 

It noted that Jordanian 
fiscal policy seeks to reduce 
the budget deficit (before 
external grants and pro- 
ceeds from sale of assets 
abroad) to 2.5 per cent of 
the GDP by the year 1998 
from 4.8 per cent in 1995. 
The actual performance 
and target figures are, by all 
international standards, 
highly impressive, given 
that the comparable figure 
for 24 per cent in 1989, 
when Jordan first launched 


sweeping economic re- 
forms. 

The IMF acknowledged 
that the Jordanian govern- 


ment was committed to “a 
tight monetry policy and 
flexible interest rates 
geared to maintaining the 
relative attractiveness of 
dinar-denominated assets.” 

One of the regular tools 
employed by the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) to 
maintain the attraction of 
holdings in dinar is certifi- 
cates of deposits (CDs) 
offering a minimum of two 
per cent margin in interest 
over American dollars. The 
regular issuance of CDs has 
largely managed to keep an 
indirect rein on conversion 
of dinars into foreign cur- 
rency that yields less. 

The IMF acknowledged 
that the Jordanian govern- 
ment was also committed to 
“a significant acceleration 
of broad- ranging structural 
reforms, including the areas 
of taxes, budgetary expend- 
itures, tbe regulatory 
framework, the financial 
system, and the trade sys- 
tem." 

It noted that medium- 
term measures will also 
tackle food subsidies and 
reform of food subsidies 
and reform of the civil ser- 
vice and the pension sys- 
tem. 

In tbe area of food sub- 
sidies, Jordan, in the past 
four yeais, introduced a 
coupon system that seeks to 
ensure that only the 
needy benefit from state 


(Continued on page 7) 


No coalition plan with 
Islamists - Yilmaz aide 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — A 
leading official from the 
Motherland Parry of Turkish 
Prime Minister-designate 
Mesut Yilmaz said Saturday 
that a coalition between his 
group and the Islamists was 
unlikely due to serious poli- 
tical differences. 

“Mr. (Necmettin) Erbakan 
(leader of the pro-Islamist 
Welfare Party) has again 
taken up radical rhetoric.- 
which makes cooperation 
with us unlikely." the 
Motherland’s deputy chair- 
man. Avni Akyol, told repor- 
ters here. 

He was commenting on 
press reports of recent Erba- 
kan remarks praising the Isla- 
mic revolution in Iran and 
plans to introduce an “Isla- 
mic dinar” to be used in all 
Islamic countries. 

Mr. Yilmaz, whose talks 
with another right-wing lead- 
er. caretaker Prime Minister 


Tansu Ciller, for a coalition 
failed last week, is expected 
to meet Mr. Erbakan Mon- 
day “for consultations" re- 
garding the country's long- 
lasting government crisis. 

“We don’t expect a deci- 
sion for an alliance with the 
Welfare at the Yiimaz- 
Erbakan meeting.’* Mr. 
Akyol said. 

Mr. Yilmaz was the only 
leader who had not ruled out 
a coalition government with 
the Islamists. However. Mr. 
Erbakan’s recent remarks 
discouraged Motherland offi- 
cials regarding an alliance 
with the Welfare. 

According to Turkish press 
reports, Mr. Erbakan told 
Iranian diplomats in Ankara 


at a meeting lasr week that he 

' ' ' ’ .Tsi ' 


admired the Islamic revolu- 
tion in Iran, adding he also 
wished an Islamist regime 
would come to power in Tur- 
key. 


Iran: Human rights 
is a Western weapon 


TEHRAN (R) — A senior 
Iranian official on Saturday 
told a visiting United Nations 
human rights envoy that hu- 
man rights issues were being 
used by Western countries to 
pressurise Iran, Tehran 
Radio said. 

“Numerous factors have 
led the Iranian people to not 
be optimistic about this 
(U.N. Human Rights) Com- 
mission’s work, us human 
rights have gradually become 
tool of great powers to put 
pressure on specific coun- 
tries.” Deputy Speaker of 
Parliament Hassan Rowhani 
was quoted by the state-run 
radio as saying. 

Mr. Rowhani. o Shi'ite 
Muslim cleric, made the re- 


marks to Maurice Danby 
Copithorne, the commis- 
sion's special representative 
on Iran, who arrived in 
Tehran on Saturday on a 
six-day mission. 

“One can clearly see the 
double standards of interna- 
tional bodies in numerous 
cases... (including) blatant 
U.S. interference in the 
affairs of various states, espe- 
cially Iran.” said Mr. Rowha- 
ni. also secretary of Iran’s 
National Security Council. 

"International bodies show 
no reaction to these interfer- 
ences." Mr. Rowhani said, in 
reference to reported moves 
in the U.S. Congress to set up 
a fund for covert action 
against Iran. 


Sudan on hunt 
for 3 fugitives 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan has launched a nation- 
wide manhunt for three mili- 
tants in a bid to appease 
United Nations demands and 
ward off increasing interna- 
tional isolation. 

“This was a last resort. We 
made a plea for the heip of 
the public because our in- 
tense police efforts have not 
found a trace of the fugi- 
tives,” State Prosecutor 
Abdel Rahman Ibrahim AI 
Khalifa told AFP on Satur- 
day. 

Mr. Khalifa made the 
appeal on Friday, calling on 
the Sudanese population to 
“help authorities in their 
search" for the three Egyp- 
tian militants. 

In a statement carried by 
the official news agency 
SUNA and addressed to the 
fugitives, he warned that a 
warrant was out for their 
arrest, saying, “you are 
wanted for justice under 
order by the Ethiopian 
courts.” 

"Since you were not found 
in Ethiopia and were be- 
lieved to have, crossed the 
border into -Sudan. I order 
you to surrender yourself to 
the nearest police station 
within a week.” he said. 

The call came 10 days after 
the U.N. Security Council 
demanded that Sudan hand 
over the militants to Ethiopia 
within 60 days, and some 
members have suggested 
sanctions if Khartoum did not 
comply. 

Mr. Khalifa underlined on 
Saturday Sudan's coopera- » 
tion, saying “a public appeal 
is beyond what is required by 
extradition agreements" with 
Ethiopia. 


His appeal included de- 
scriptions. passport numbers 
and aliases used by the three 
who Ethiopia accuses Sudan 
of harbouring after they plot- 
ted a bid to assassinate Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak on June 26 in Addis Aba- 
ba. 

The Lf.N. announced Fri- 
day that it would send special 
envoy Chinmaya Gharekhan 
to Sudan to follow up its 
implementation of the resolu- 
tion. 


The U.N. secretary general 
is to present a report on 
Sudan’s cooperation at the 
end of the 60-day period in 
early April. 

Mr. Gharekhan. who will 
also pass through Addis Aba- 
ba. will discuss “how to deal 
with terrorism in the region “ 
the U.N. said. 

The resolution also called 
on Sudan to “desist from 
engaging in assisting, sup- 
porting and facilitating ter- 
rorist activities and from giv- 
ing sanctuary to terrorist ele- 
ments.” 


The U.N. resolution cap- 
ped the increasing isolation 
of Sudan s government 
which has strained relations 
with almost all its immediate 
neighbours and is on the Un- 
ited States* list of countries 
supporting terrorism. 

The U.S. has cleared all its 
diplomats from Sudan de- 
manding that Khartoum rein 
JJjl lerTOnsl groups” on its 

Cairo, which presented the 
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Le Pen backs 
Zhirinovsky for 
president 






MOSCOW (AFP) — Ul- 
tranationalist Russian po- 
litician Vladimir Zhiri- 
novsky has the backing of 
France's extreme-right 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen 
for the Jane presidential 
elections. T want it for 
Russia,” Mr. Le Pen said 
here Friday when he 
arrived to attend Mr. 
Zhirinovsky’s wedding. “I 
am confident that that he 
can resolve all Russia's 
problems.” Mr. Zhirinov- 
sky is to have a church 
wedding here Sunday with 
his wife Galina, 25 years 
after the couple were mar- 
ried in a Soviet civil cere- 
mony. Mr. Le Pen said be 
had known Mr. Zhirinov- 
sky for several years, con- 
sidered him a friend, and 
had many points in com- 
mon with him. He was glad 
to see him celebrate a reli- 
gious marriage, “which has 
an important moral and 
political significance." 
Asked about Mr. Zhirinov- 
sky's behaviour, including 
brawling in parliament and 
making extreme state- 
ments, Mr. Le Pen said, T 
don't think his ideas are 
particularly excessive.” He 
added, “we are in a country 
that is not used to democra- 
tic debate, so the change 
can be a bit brutal ” 
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Chinese woman 
gives birth to 
quadruplets 
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BEIJING (R) — A peasant 
woman in China’s north- 
eastern Heilongjiang 
province has given birth to 
quadruplets — two boys 
and two girls, the China 
Women’s Daily said Satur- 
day. It said Sun Yanmei, 
28, was admitted to the 
hospital in her 26th week 
of pregnancy after tests 
revealed she was carrying 
quadruplets. The infants, 
delivered by caesarean sec- 
tion in the 38th week at the 
Mudanjiang Municipal 
.Obstetrics Hospital, were 
in good health. The two 
boys tipped the .scales at 
3.2 kilogrammes (7 lbs) 
and 3.0 kilogrammes (6.6 
lbs) and the girls weighed 
in at 2.8 kilogrammes (6.2 
lbs) and 2.4 kilogr amme s 
(5.3 lbs), the newspaper 
said. 
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• Voltaire’s chateau 
for sale 


FERNEY-VOLTAIRE 
(AFP) — The chateau of 
18th century French philo- 
sopher Voltaire, near the 
Swiss border, has been put 
up for sale by the family 
that has owned it since 
1847. municipal officials 
said. After travelling 
throughout Europe, Vol- 
taire. aged 65, bought the 
chateau from the Count of 
Bude for 89,000 pounds, 
the currency of the time, on 
Feb. 9, 1759. The building, 
a classified historical mon- 
ument, is worth an estimat- 
ed 30 million francs (S6 
million). Voltaire lived 
there until Feb. 5, 1778 
when he left for .Paris 
where he died three months 
later. During the 20 years 
he spent at Femey, Voltaire 
was simultaneously a jus- 
tice of the peace, an archi- 
tect, a farmer and a banker. 
Under his influence the 
population of the village 
increased from 100 to 700. 
It was from Femey that 
Voltaire published his 
novel Candide and his 
philosophical dictionary. 
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Hoxha’s books to 


be pulped 

TIRANA (AFP) — Some 
700,000 copies of the' 
works of former Commu- 
nist dictator Enver Hoxba 
are to be pulped, the Cul- 
ture -Ministry has decided. 
The books, required- read- 
ing in the days of the dicta- 
torship, are taking up space 
in the warehouses of 26 
book distribution compa- 
nies. The ministry said they 
would all be brought to a 
central depot and trans- 
formed into cardboard. 
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